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Week Ending Friday, October 31, 1986 


Norman, Oklahoma 





Remarks at a Rally for Senator Don 
Nickles. October 24, 1986 





The President. Thank you all very much, 
and thank you, Don. And I just have to say, 
with regard to that 4 more years, the Con- 
stitution has something to say about that. 
But I'll tell you what; I'll settle for 2 more 
years of a Republican Senate. 

I appreciate this opportunity to be with 
you, and I can’t think of a more inspiring 
place to meet. Here we are on the home 
turf of two real winners: Don Nickles and 
the University of Oklahoma football team. 

Now, Don is no Brian Bosworth.! How 
could there be more than one Bos? But 
Don is an Oklahoman that all of you should 
be proud of. He’s been scoring points for 
you and for your State in the Nation’s Cap- 
ital. I'm here today to ask you to do me a 
personal favor: For Oklahoma’s sake, for 
America’s sake, please do everything you 
can to reelect Don Nickles to the United 
States Senate. 

And by the way, I want to offer a great 
big thanks to the University Band, to the 
Muskogee High School Band, the McAlister 
High School Band, and Ponca City High 
School Band. Thank you very much. And 
also, I appreciate very much something we 
didn’t have when I was playing football in 
college. Would you believe it, the cheer- 
leaders then were always males? Your foot- 
ball players don’t know how lucky they are. 
[Laughter] 

I can’t help but see and recognize the 
young people here ‘in this audience, and I 
have a special message to you from my 
roommate. She says when it comes to drugs, 
please, for yourselves, for your families, for 
your future, and for your country, just say 
no. I want to tell you Nancy’s impressed me 
so much with that, that the other day in 


1 Linebacker for the University of Okla- 
homa football team. 


Iceland, even though it didn’t have any- 
thing to do with drugs, I found myself just 
saying no. 

But getting back to why we're here 
today, there’s another great winner with us. 
And so, there’s one other thing I’d ask you 
to do: Put Henry Bellmon back in the Gov- 
ernor’s chair. The people of Oklahoma 
should take advantage of this great re- 
source. I’m speaking of my friend, Henry 
Bellmon. As Oklahoma passes through a 
critical time, it’s more important than ever 
that the State utilize the experience, the 
wisdom, and the contacts that years of 
public service have given Governor Bell- 
mon. Henry Bellmon has seen government 
operate from both a local and a national 
perspective. He’s had the kind of hands-on 
experience that is so crucial for Oklahoma. 

But most important, Henry Bellmon is 
the one man in Oklahoma today that has 
developed, over his distinguished political 
career, the kind of national contacts—from 
Wall Street to the Silicon Valley—that can 
help get Oklahoma turned around and 
headed into a bright and prosperous future. 
His experience, his courage and savvy, will 
do the job for Oklahoma. He’ll be as good a 
Governor as Don’s been a Senator, and 
that’s saying a lot. And at the same time, 
when you think of him, send up there to 
the State capital to help him, Tim Leonard 
as Lieutenant Governor. 

Now, I feel a special bond with Don. First 
of all, we both got to Washington at about 
the same time. And prior to our arrival, the 
liberals had totally dominated American 
government, controlling both Houses of the 
Congress, the Presidency, and all the de- 
partments and agencies. You might say Don 
and I were part of a cleanup crew. The tax- 
and-tax and spend-and-spend crowd had 
been on a binge that left our country with 
murderous inflation, sky-high interest rates, 
ever-increasing taxes, business decline, un- 
employment, and unprecedented national 
uncertainty. 
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Don and I, together with you the Ameri- 
can people, went to work cleaning up the 
gigantic mess that we had inherited. It was 
a little like the job Noah had after the ani- 
mals left the Ark. Well, it was a challenge, 
but with the commitment and hard work of 
a team of dedicated elected officialsk—Don 
Nickles has been a real champion on that 
team—we’ve put America’s economic house 
in order and opened the door to growth, 
opportunity, and jobs. We’ve come a long 
way, and if we stick together, nobody, but 
nobody, is going to turn us back. 

Now, I fully appreciate that a few areas of 
the country, including Oklahoma, are facing 
some tough economic challenges right now. 
That’s all the more reason to send Don 
Nickles back to the United States Senate. 
There isn’t a harder working member of 
that august body than Don. He’s on the job 
every minute, watching out for your inter- 
ests. In fact, he has one of the highest at- 
tendance records in the entire Congress. 

He’s been a leader, for example, in the 
efforts to keep our domestic energy indus- 
try alive and kicking. He’s been a major 
force to repeal the Fuel Use Act. And along 
with Senator Gramm of Texas, Don has in- 
troduced the oil and gas revitalization bill. 
And just recently, he was able to obtain an 
additional $3 million for hydrocarbon re- 
search right here at the University and the 
O.U. Energy Center. 

That liberal gang we replaced 5% years 
ago used every problem—like the ones con- 
fronting the energy business—as an excuse 
to increase Federal spending, raise your 
taxes, and expand the power of the Wash- 
ington bureaucracy. Well, Don’s approach is 
fundamentally different. Don and our team 
are not trying to create more jobs for the 
bureaucracy in Washington; we want more 
jobs created by a thriving private sector 
right here in Oklahoma. 

That’s what Don’s working for. He’s so 
well thought of that his Senate colleagues 
made him the chairman of the vitally im- 
portant Energy Regulation and Conserva- 
tion Subcommittee. And by the way, if the 
Republicans lose control of the Senate, he 
would then, of course, be replaced, and 
very likely he would be replaced as head of 
that powerful subcommittee by Senator 
Howard Metzenbaum. 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. The last thing our econo- 
my needs is the last thing the energy indus- 
try needs is to have someone who is anti-oil 
and anti-free enterprise elevated to such 
power. You can stop that disaster before it 
happens by reelecting Don Nickles to the 
United States Senate. [Applause] I was kind 
of hoping you'd say that. 

Don’s been working overtime on behalf 
of Oklahoma’s ranchers and farmers. These 
are hard times for many farmers, and with 
Don’s energetic support, we’ve been trying 
to help them get out from under. Last year 
Don pushed through his farm protection 
and flexibility plan, allowing farmers to 
maximize farm program benefits without 
losing their average base. With his Land- 
owner Protection Act, he’s helped to 
change farm credit policy, thus curtailing 
farm foreclosures, whenever and wherever 
it’s realistic to do so. 

This administration is determined to 
stand by our farmers in this difficult period, 
and that’s why we’ve spent more—believe 
it or not—to help the American farmer 
than was spent by the last five administra- 
tions all put together—some $26 billion this 
year alone. This, of course, is short term. 
This is help for an emergency situation. In 
the long haul, we know the farmers want 
profits rather than subsidies. And together, 
we can see to it that American agriculture 
makes a profit and that it’s run by farmers 
and not Federal bureaucrats. 

One of the gifts the liberal establishment 
gave farmers and the rest of the American 
people during the last decade was an ever- 
increasing tax load. Between 1976 and 
1981, the Federal tax take doubled. For the 
farmers, the owners of small businesses, 
there was one especially odious tax: the 
estate tax. By the time we took office, it 
was getting so high that, in many cases, 
families with family businesses or farms 
were unable to pass on to their children 
what they’d spent a lifetime building. 

Well, with Don Nickles’ help, we slashed 
that tax and, with an across-the-board re- 
duction in the tax rates, we turned off the 
Federal tax vacuum. And we’re wiping out 
the inheritance tax for surviving spouses. 
And then, we indexed the tax rates so you 
wouldn’t automatically be pushed into 
higher and higher tax brackets by getting a 
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cost-of-living payraise to keep pace with in- 
flation. Most people didn’t realize what was 
happening to them. They would get a raise 
that was only meant to keep them even 
with the cost of living. But the income tax 
is based on the number of dollars you earn, 
not their value. So, you’d be pushed into 
higher and higher brackets and wind up 
poorer than you were, because you were 
peying an imcreased income tax. We've 
wiped that out, and we’re going to keep it 
wiped out. Now, Don was a champion in 
these battles, and at the same time, his op- 
ponent fought us all the way. 

Now, 2 years ago—or 2 days ago, I should 
say, I signed into law one of the most far- 
reaching tax overhaul and rate reduction 
bills in history. Don has pledged to oppose 
any efforts to increase the tax rates, in- 
creases that would undermine the progress 
this legislation represents. Don’s taken and 
signed the Taxpayer Protection Pledge; the 
voters deserve to know where his opponent 
stands. What you’ve got here in Oklahoma 
is a classic race between a big taxer and 
spender versus a responsible leader who 
thinks it’s better to protect the family 
budget than to fill the Federal budget. 

You know the big taxers kind of remind 
me a bit of a lady who had a pretzel stand 
in the foyer of a large office building. And 
there was one gentleman, a very compas- 
sionate man, who would come by every day 
and put a quarter down on the plate, but 
never took a pretzel. And every day, the 
same thing, and this went on for a long 
time. And then one day, he came through 
with his quarter and put it down, and the 
woman grabbed him by the arm. And he 
said, “I know you want to know why I put 
the quarter down and never take the pret- 
zel.” She says, “No. I just want you to know 
that pretzels are 35 cents now.” [Laughter] 

Well, the tax-and-tax and spend-and- 
spend crowd took the American people for 
granted too long. That over-the-hill gang, 
and Don’s opponent was right there with 
them, came close to wrecking our economy. 
Well, they’re waiting in the wings to come 
back with tax bills blazing. Come election 
day, you can head them off at the pass and 
let them know that the days of high taxes, 
high inflation, and high interest rates are 
over. And you can send that message spe- 
cial delivery. As a matter of fact, Don 


Rickles [Nickles]? will deliver it directly 
and personally to the United States Senate. 
The differences in economic philosophy 
between Republicans and Democratic lead- 
ership in this election are no less dramatic 
than the contrast in their approaches to the 
safety of our neighborhoods and the securi- 
ty of our country. The liberals who bottled 
up our tough anticrime bills for years have 
now begun to climb aboard our campaign 
to rid America of the scourge of drugs. But 
there’s much more to be done in this area. 
We need to back up our new drug legisla- 
tion, which I will sign shortly, with strict 
enforcement, perhaps stiffer penalties, and 
no-nonsense judges. Now, you know, a 
Democratic Senate would have a veto 
power over my judicial appointments. 
That’s another vital reason to keep the 
Senate in responsible, Republican hands 
and another reason to reelect Don Nickles. 
If the Republicans lose the majority, the 
chairman of the all-important Judiciary 
Committee will be Teddy Kennedy. 

Audience. No-o-o! Boo-o-o! 

The President. Now, you know, on issues 
relating to national security, Don’s oppo- 
nent, like the liberal leadership of his party, 
is totally out of step with the people of 
Oklahoma. He voted to freeze the United 
States into a position of nuclear inferiority 
vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. And if he had his 
way, there would have been no need to 
negotiate in Iceland, because we would 
have had no MX missile, our strategic de- 
fense research would have been curtailed, 
deficit [defense]* spending would have 
been slashed, and we would have had no 
leverage. 

You know, just a few minutes ago, over 
there, back in the corner there, there 
seemed to be Iceland being replayed all 
over again. And it indicated that there has 
been—and I mean this seriously—a great 
misunderstanding about what our Strategic 
Defense Initiative, SDI, is really all about 
and what it means. 

Negotiating is important, but it must be 
from a position of strength. This was never 
more clear to me than it was in Iceland. 
There was immense pressure to sign an 


2 White House correction. 
3 White House correction. 
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agreement, to give up hope for developing 
a defense against ballistic missiles, simply to 
have a trophy to wave. But with Don and a 
lot of good people like him backing me up, 
I was able to stand firm for a safer, more 
secure future. Americans realize that no 
deal is better than a bad deal. 

And it wasn’t really so hard. The answer 
to a lot of problems is, as I told you, just say 
no. Weil, we’re working for the day when 
we can just say yes to a good agreement. 
I'm confident with all the progress we’ve 
made, that yes-day will come sooner than 
anyone expects. And when it happens and 
we’re able, for the first time, to reduce the 
number of nuclear weapons threatening 
mankind, it will be a result of the realism 
and commitment of solid individuals like 
Don Nickles, individuals who understand 
that peace through strength is not just a 
slogan, it’s a fact of life. 

And now Id just like to interrupt my 
regular remarks for a second to answer one 
of the signs that has been held up several 
times over there, because I’m sure it is the 
result of a legitimate misunderstanding. The 
sign indicates that the SDI, that defense 
program, would be equal to a first strike of 
nuclear power. Now, let me just tell you, 
you know, that this nation—and for a 
number of years now—has participated in a 
treaty called the ABM treaty which, in 
effect—well, it’s been termed “the MAD 
policy,” for mutual assured destruction. And 
that’s what it means: that our safety is de- 
pendent on having so many nuclear missiles 
on each side aimed at each other; that each 
side, it will be presumed, will never resort 
to a strike. So, some people have thought 
that when we come along with a defense 
that could prevent those other missiles from 
hitting us, that that would, in effect, be 
saying that we’re striving to prepare for a 
first strike—to be able to defend ourselves, 
but shoot missiles at the other fellow. 

Well, let me tell you what our offer was 
and has been from the first. I know that if 
we start it, if this system succeeds and we 
can put it together, and we just started with 
our missiles—offensive missiles—to put this 
in effect. I could see where an enemy 
would be tempted to a first strike in order 
to prevent us from getting the capacity for 
a first strike. But from the very first, our 
proposal has been to the Soviet Union, and 
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made again in Iceland, that if and when 
such a system is developed, we will ask 
them to join us in watching the testing, and 
then we will join in both sides eliminating 
all nuclear missiles at the same time we 
share the defensive system. The whole ob- 
jective is peace, not arms superiority for the 
sake of conquering someone else. 

Now, today the United States has again 
resumed its leadership role. The Western 
alliance is unified and confident. The forces 
of freedom are on the move. And one thing 
I’m especially proud of: In these last 5% 
years not 1 square inch of territory has 
been lost to communism. In fact, one small 
country, Grenada, has been returned to the 
family of free nations. 

What we’re doing is laying the foundation 
for a new era of peace, prosperity, and free- 
dom. And you know, it’s a unique experi- 
ence for me to be here in support of Don. 
He’s the youngest Member of the United 
States Senate, and I’m, well, I’m a little 
older. [Laughter] Don symbolizes the new, 
positive, forward-looking leadership this 
country needs to carry us into the next cen- 
tury. 

You know, it wasn’t that long ago, just 
looking back a few years, when there were 
those who were counting America out. Our 
best days were behind us, they said. Word 
from Washington was that we should lower 
our expectations, because we’d never be 
able to live as well again as we had been in 
the past. Well, don’t ever believe that. 
America will be a land of enterprise, oppor- 
tunity, and hope, a shining light unto the 
world, as long as her people are free and 
her leaders have the courage to do what is 
right. Now, Don Nickles is a little older 
than many of you here, but he’s like so 
many of the young people that I’ve met all 
over this country. On campuses like this, in 
workplaces, and on military bases—this gen- 
eration is the best this great country has 
ever produced. You aren’t coming in 
second best to anyone. 

I'd like to tell you a little story. I don’t 
know whether they still—or mention this in 
history. Back when World War II started, 
General George Marshall was the Chief of 
Staff of the Army. And someone asked Gen- 
eral Marshall, did the United States have a 
secret weapon, and, if so, what was itP And 
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General Marshall said, “Our secret weapon 
is just the best blankety-blank kids in the 
world.” I think if George Marshall were 
here today, he’d be saying that about this 
generation. 

Now, it’s all important to feel as you do. 
And let me just say one other thing: I know 
that here in this place I couldn’t be speak- 
ing to an audience like this that did not 
have some participation in it by Democrats 
or people who had been Democrats and 
had changed as I did. Because I was a Dem- 
ocrat for a great part of my adult life, and 
then I guess I discovered what Winston 
Churchill had said in the British Parliament 
when he changed parties. He said, “Some 
men change principle for party, and some 
men change party for principle.” There are 
millions of Democrats all across this coun- 
try, good patriotic citizens who have found 
themselves and are finding themselves to- 
tally out of step with their leadership. 
That’s why so often in my remarks I men- 
tion that I was criticizing the leadership. 
They’re still going down that same old road. 

These band members will be able to rec- 
ognize—I remember when I was the drum 
major of the YMCA Band in Dixon, Illinois. 
And we were asked to lead the parade on 
Decoration Day, Memorial Day, in a nearby 
town. Well, there was a marshal of the 
parade on a big white horse out in front of 
us, and so we just followed him. And the 
band was playing, and I was pumping that 
baton and so forth. But he, the marshal, 
rode back down to make sure everything 
was coming along in the line of parade. And 
pretty soon, I thought the music was begin- 
ning to sound a little fainter, and I turned 
and sneaked to look around. The marshal 
had arrived back just in time to turn the 
band to the right. I was walking down the 
street all by myself. [Laughter] And that’s 
what’s happened to the Democratic Party: 
The leadership is walking down the street 
all by itself; the party has turned to the 
right. 

So, now—— 

Audience. We love you, Ron! 

The President. 1 don’t know what she 
said. 

Senator Nickles. We \ove you, Ron! 

The President. Hey, | love all of you, too. 

And you know, now I’ve got to tell you 
one thing about—you might be interested 


to know that in the various age groupings 
in our society those from 18 to 24 are the 
largest—I should say, have the largest per- 
centage supporting us. But I want to send 
you away with one message: I hope you'll 
go out of here as missionaries, because that 
same age grouping, 18 to 24, has the lowest 
average percentage of going to the polls 
and voting on election day. So, you not only 
go out of here determined to vote, but to 
everyone you can buttonhole, tell them the 
most important thing in this free system of 
ours is that right to go there to the polls 
and vote. And now, none of us up here will 
be mad if, when you tell them to vote, you 
also add to vote for Don Nickles, Henry 
Bellmon, Mickey Edwards, and Jim Inhofe. 
Your votes will make a difference. 

This has been wonderful to be here with 
all of you, and I’m just sorry I’ve got to 
leave here for a place called Florida. But 
God bless all of you. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:07 a.m. in 
the University of Oklahoma sports arena. 
He was introduced by Senator Nickles. 

Prior to his remarks, the President attend- 
ed a reception for major donors to Senator 
Nickles’ reelection campaign at the Shera- 
ton Century Center Hotel in Oklahoma 
City. Following his remarks at the rally, the 
President traveled to Tampa, FL. 


Tampa, Florida 





Remarks at a Rally for Senator Paula 
Hawkins and Gubernatorial Candidate 
Robert Martinez. October 24, 1986 





The President. Thank you very much, 
and thank you, Paula, for that more than 
kind introduction. And all of those good 
things you were saying about me, you left 
out one name: Paula Hawkins was in there 
on all those things, too. 

Well, I'm delighted that here today with 
us the Pinellas Park High School Band, the 
Seminole High School Band, and the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneer Pep Band. 

It’s wonderful to be back here in Florida 
and here in Tampa, in the district of one of 
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Congress’ staunchest supporters of lower 
taxes, a stronger defense, and getting tough 
on criminals: Congressman Mike Bilirakis. 
And he didn’t come alone. Sitting there 
with him is Congressman Andy Ireland, Bill 
McCollum, Bill Young, and Connie Mack. 
That’s kind of an A-Team. [Laughter] 

Well, the history books tell us that one of 
the first visitors to Tampa was Ponce de 
Leon. He was looking for the Fountain of 
Youth. And, no, it’s not true that I was with 
him. [Laughter] If I had been, I’d have seen 
that he found it. [Laughter] I can’t help but 
see the young people here in the audience 
and those young people in those bands. I 
have a special message for all of them from 
my roommate. [Laughter] It’s the same 
message you’ve heard from Paula Hawkins 
so many times. When it comes to drugs, 
please—for yourselves, your families, for 
your future, and your country—just say no. 
Well, I want to tell you that Nancy and 
Paula have impressed me so much with that 
that the other day in Iceland, even though 
it didn’t have to do with drugs, I found 
myself just saying no. [Laughter] 

But it is wonderful to be back here in 
Florida. You know, as I said to my staff 
when we were taking off in Air Force One, 
it’s great to get out of Washington and back 
where real people are. Now, I couldn’t do 
this as much when Congress was still in 
session. There’s a certain element among 
them that—well, Paula and I and the gen- 
tlemen I just mentioned down here, we feel 
we have to stay in town to keep an eye on 
them. I’m not reflecting on Congress as an 
institution; I have a great respect for it. But 
most of us must be aware that there are 
some elements there that need watching. 

Those elements—I’m reminded of them 
in a little story about three men who came 
out of a building to get into the car and 
found they’d locked themselves out. And 
one of them said, “Well, get me a wire 
coathanger. I can straighten it out, and I 
know how to get in.” The second one said, 
“You can’t do that. Someone will see you 
and think we’re stealing the car.” And the 
third one said, “Well, we’d better think of 
something fast, because it’s starting to rain 
and the top’s down.” [Laughter] 

But it’s really great to be back on the 
campaign trail. It almost feels like 1980 all 
over again. [Applause] No, the—— 
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Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. ——the Constitution says 
that can’t be. But I'll tell you what: I'll 
settle for 2 more years of a Republican 
Senate. 

But 1980—that was the year you sent 
Paula Hawkins and me to Washington to 
clean up a mess like this country hadn’t 
seen in years. The tax-and-spend crowd had 
sent inflation and interest rates sky-high, 
while economic growth was left in the dust. 
Military weakness and indecision had made 
America a punching bag for every nickel- 
and-dime dictator around the world. And 
when it came to soaring inflation, economic 
stagnation, and unemployment, the liberal 
crowd gave us a lot of talk about how we, 
the American people, were to blame. They 
said we were suffering from malaise. Do 
you remember that? And then they told us 
the answer was to lower our expectations 
and accept a new era of limits. 

And no one said that louder than Paula 
Hawkins’ opponent. In 1980 he told the 
Democratic National Convention that 
America should accept that it had en- 
tered—and these are his words—‘“the twi- 
light of the petroleum era.” “Face it,” he 
said, “there is not enough food or freedom 
or compassion to go around.” Well, it was 
time, he said—again in his words—“for a 
period of austerity.” Well, to meet the chal- 
lenges of this period, he said—and again I’m 
quoting—“We'’re going to need Senator 
Kennedy, Governor Jerry Brown, and all 
the wise warriors” of their party. 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And as for what Paula 
Hawkins and I were saying about cutting 
taxes and bringing America back, well, he 
had just had one thing to say about that— 
here’s what he said: “simple-minded.” You 
know, hearing that kind of lighter-than-air 
liberalism, I can’t help but think that if you 
liked Jimmy Carter as President, you'll love 
Bob Graham as Senator. 

Paula’s opponent and the Washington lib- 
eral crowd would like you to believe that 
the last 5% years happened by accident. 
They’d like you to forget that inflation is at 
the lowest level it’s been in 20 years; that 
interest rates are at the lowest level in 9 
years and they—are you ready for this— 
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they had been higher than at anytime since 
the Civil War; that we’ve created more new 
jobs in the United States since our recovery 
began, these 46 or 7 months, than Europe 
and Japan combined had created in the last 
10 years. 

And this year there are more Americans 
at work and a greater proportion of Ameri- 
cans working than ever before in the histo- 
ry of our country. The potential employ- 
ment pool of everyone that might possibly 
be considered as employable in our country 
is everyone, male and female, from 16 years 
of age up all the way. And today 61.3 per- 
cent of that potential pool is employed. And 
there’s never been that kind of a percent- 
age in our nation’s history. 

Now, some of these things I’ve said they 
want you to forget, but I’ve got a feeling 
you're not going to forget. Remember, the 
liberals are just itching for a chance to raise 
taxes in Washington the way Paula’s oppo- 
nent has been raising taxes here in Florida. 
When it comes to raising taxes he’s a real 
pro. He’s got lessons that even the Washing- 
ton crowd could learn. [Laughter] But after 
all, thanks to Paula’s help in Washington, 
they’re out of practice raising taxes; and 
Bob Martinez will teach them to kick the 
habit in Tallahassee, too. 

But Tip O’Neill spoke for the entire 
Washington tax-and-spend crew last year 
when he said, and I quote, “Should the 
American people pay through the nose by 
taxation? The answer is yes.” Well, come 
November, the American people will be 
going to the polls and saying, loud and 
clear: Sorry, Tip, the answer is no. 

You know, the truth is the liberal Demo- 
cratic leaders never met a tax they didn’t 
like. [Laughter] And when it comes to 
spending your hard-earned money, they act 
like they’ve got your credit card in their 
pocket. And believe me, they never leave 
home without it. [Laughter] 

Well, you’re the people who pay the 
taxes, and you know that we don’t have a 
deficit because we’re taxed too little. We 
have a deficit because Congress spends too 
much. And it’s about time they took care of 
the Federal budget and left the family 
budget alone. 

You know, for 5% years, whenever I’ve 
needed help in cutting taxes and passing 
our program for rebuilding America’s 


strength, I’ve known that I could count on 
the support in the Senate of Paula Hawkins. 
The votes were close at times, and the bat- 
tles were hard. And there were many that, 
without her, we couldn’t have won. Some of 
them had to do with an issue that Paula 
Hawkins and I feel strongly about, and I bet 
you do, too; that’s keeping America strong 
and proud and peaceful and free. 

Now, as you’ve just been told here today, 
and as you know, I just recently returned 
from Iceland. That meeting was a break- 
through in our discussions with the Soviets. 
We’re no longer talking about arms control; 
we're talking about arms reductions, possi- 
bly even elimination of ballistic missiles 
from the face of the Earth. And that’s an 
historic turnaround for the Soviets, and it 
wouldn’t have been possible without the 
help of Senators like Paula and the firm 
support of the American people, whose 
hard work and support enabled us to re- 
build our military might. The American 
people know that the only way to negotiate 
for peace is from a position of strength. 

We came closer in Iceland to real arms 
reduction than ever before, but Mr. Gorba- 
chev decided to make all of our progress 
hostage to his demand that we, in effect, 
kill our Strategic Defense Initiative. 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. I had to remind him of my 
pledge to the American people on strategic 
defense against nuclear missiles, that in 
America you give your word and that 
stands up no matter what the time or place. 
SDI is our insurance policy to protect us 
from accidents or some madman that might 
come along or some country that develops 
ballistic missiles, now that we all know how 
to make them, or in case the Soviets don’t 
keep their word. 

You know, not everyone understands 
that. Frankly, Paula’s opponent is on record 
as saying that he supports something less 
than full funding of SDI. Well, Florida 
doesn’t need a Senator who wants to re- 
serve judgment on our security insurance 
policy. Just a few days before I left for the 
meeting, the liberals in Congress were 
working to cut funding for SDI as far as 
possible. As I was about to go to the bar- 
gaining table with the Soviets, they were 
trying to take away one of the things that 
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got the Soviets to that table in the first 
place. But then the blame-America-first 
crowd has been trying to cut defense for 
years without getting a thing in return. 


Thanks to Paula’s unwaivering support, 
we’ve made great progress—with the liber- 
als kicking, screaming, and fighting us all 
the way—in rebuilding our military 
strength is where we’ve made that progress. 
There’s been nothing vague about Paula’s 
commitment to a strong defense. And with 
her help, we’ve revitalized the Western alli- 
ance. And I’m happy to report that after 
5% years, not 1 square inch of property has 
been lost to communism. In fact, one small 
country, Grenada, has been brought back 
into the family of free nations. 


Let me, if I could, just say something, 
because a great many people aren’t quite 
sure or don’t really understand the SDI pro- 
posal. And I’m going to interject here some- 
thing about it. It is our effort—right now 
we are abiding by a system that was passed 
a number of years ago called the MAD 
policy, for mutual assured destruction. And 
what this meant—must be an echo in here.! 
I asked the Joint Chiefs of Staff one day if it 
wasn’t possible that we, with our technolo- 
gy in this country, couldn’t come up with a 
defensive system that could start erasing 
those missiles as they came out of their silos 
and that could give us a shield to protect us. 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 


The President. They decided that we had 
that technology, that, yes, possibly, this 
could be done—probably it could be done. 
And so we’ve been researching. And there 
have been numerous breakthroughs, and 
we're all very optimistic. But I also, at the 
same time, said that if we developed such a 
system and we’re sure that it would work, 
we couldn’t just start in with our own offen- 
sive weapons and theirs and start to install 
this, to deploy this system, because this 
would be an invitation to attack before we 
had it deployed. Because our opponent 
would think that we were trying, now, to 
protect ourselves and, at the same time, be 
able to destroy them. So, I said when and if 
we have that system—and I said this in Ice- 


' The President referred to shouting from 
the audience. 
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land when we were there, to them—I said 
we, when it is ready and it looks like that 
we've found it, we will sign a treaty with 
you that both of us are going to eliminate 
all our ballistic missiles and we will share 
this defensive system with you. I’m sorry 
those jokers left the room before they heard 
that. 

And now, let me add something else. 
There’s nothing I’m prouder of than the 2 
million young men and women who make 
up the Armed Forces of the United States. 
And if, God forbid, we should ever have to 
ask them to put their lives on the line for 
the United States of America, then, believe 
me, they deserve to have the finest weap- 
ons and equipment that money can buy. 
And with Paula’s help, we’re going to do 
that. It’s because of those young men and 
women and the quality of the weapons they 
carry that every nickel-and-dime dictator 
the world over knows that if he tangles 
with the United States of America, he will 
pay a price. 

Well, I’ve talked a lot about Paula Haw- 
kins’ support for what we’ve done, and, as I 
said, we would never have made it this far 
without her. But let me talk for a few mo- 
ments about her leadership. Paula Hawkins 
has one of the most impressive records of 
leadership in the entire United States 
Senate. Take just one area: drugs. Before 
Paula Hawkins went to Washington, you 
could hardly find a Senator with a serious 
interest in drug abuse. Paula Hawkins 
changed that and, together with someone 
else I know, put drug abuse at the top of 
the national agenda. And almost singlehand- 
edly she made it a Federal offense to sell 
drugs on or near a school. Paula has been 
the best general the United States Senate 
has had in the battle against drugs. 

Now, to hear some people talk now you'd 
never know it, but she’s had to fight some 
hard battles. Yes, the liberals who bottled 
up our tough anticrime bills for years have 
begun to climb aboard our campaign to rid 
America of the scourge of drugs. We have 
much more to do in this area, and we'll 
need to back up the new drug legislation 
with strict enforcement, perhaps even stiff- 
er penalties, and the kind of no-nonsense 
judges that we will put on the bench unless 
we're denied the chance by a Democratic 

















Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 / Oct. 24 


majority in the Senate—I have to have their 
approval of any judge that I appoint. We 
need the Republican Senate. We need 
Paula Hawkins. 

Well, I’m happy to report to you that I'll 
shortly sign a drug abuse bill that would 
never have been on the agenda before 
Paula was a Senator. I’d hope that I may be 
able to bring it here and sign it here, but I 
think someplace there in the bureaucracy 
they’re playing games. It’s all been passed 
already, but somehow they just haven’t put 
it together enough for me to get my name 
on it. 

But Paula’s been a leader on many issues. 
She championed using diplomacy against 
drugs as well as issues like missing children 
and child abuse. Who can forget her coura- 
geous leadership against child abuse—and 
you know, if she hadn’t said it about me, I 
was going to say it about her—or removing 
limits on Social Security COLA’s and on es- 
tablishing the voice of liberty for the op- 
pressed nation just 115 miles from our 
shores, Radio Marti. Some Senators make a 
difference on just a vote or two. In her 
work against illegal drugs and for children, 
she’s making a difference for an entire gen- 
eration. Paula Hawkins is unique and irre- 
placeable. 

You know, I’ve discovered about myself 
that every once in a while something re- 
minds me of a story. It’s always happening. 
[Laughter] Well, right now, Paula reminds 
me not of a story, but of an actual happen- 
ing in one of our major cities, a thing that 
happens all too often. This story has to do 
with an accident, a man lying there injured 
in the street. A crowd had gathered around; 
a woman was bending over, administering 
to him. And a man came along and elbowed 
his way through the crowd, shoved the 
woman aside, and said, “Here, let me take 
this. I’ve had first aid training.” And she 
meekly stepped back, and he knelt down 
and started all the things that he’d learned 
in first aid training. And after a time, the 
woman touched him on the shoulder and 
said, “When you come to that part about 
calling the doctor, I’m right here.” [Laugh- 
ter] 

Paula Hawkins is a fighter for Florida. 
Send her back to Washington, because 
that’s where she fights for Florida. Florida 
and America need her there. 


Now, there’s someone else that I hope 
you'll elect: Bob Martinez, Bob Martinez 
and his running mate as Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, Bob Bradley. Now—say, twd Bobs 
there. I bet you your opponents are going 
to start referring to you as the Bobsey 
Twins. [Laughter] Well, if they do, just pick 
it up and go with it. [Laughter] Well, Bob 
has been a leader in business. He has expe- 
rience. He’s been a leader for Tampa. He’s 
ready to lead Tampa—or lead Florida, I 
should say. 

You know what kind of a leader he is. 
Here in Tampa he cut taxes while improv- 
ing services. Under his leadership, Tampa 
was named among the 10 best places in 
America for entrepreneurship, for starting a 
new business, and for building the jobs and 
technologies of America’s future. 

Bob Martinez understands that the key to 
America’s future and Florida’s future is not 
more and more taxes, but well-managed 
growth with more and more jobs and more 
and more opportunities for everyone. 
Under Bob Martinez, Florida will be, more 
than ever before, the American dream 
State. 

Now, you know Bob’s opponent. He 
wants to write the next chapter in the histo- 
ry books of Florida. He wants to call that 
chapter Tax and Spend in Tallahassee. Well, 
that’s the kind of liberal chapter that the 
people of Florida don’t want. So, elect a 
Governor for the future of Florida: Bob 
Martinez and his running mate. 

You know, one thing I like about Bob 
Martinez is that, like me, he was once a 
member of the other party. Now, I know 
there couldn’t be a meeting like this with- 
out there being a number of Democrats in 
the crowd, especially in these times. 
Throughout the United States, crisscrossing 
as I have done, I know there are millions of 
patriotic Democrats who are totally dis- 
mayed with the liberal leadership in their 
party today. And believe me, those of you 
who are or once were and have changed, as 
Bob and I did, believe me, you’re welcome. 
I wouldn’t be President today without your 
help, and I hope you'll help Bob and Paula, 
too. 

I know it’s tough to break with tradition. 
But I remember what Winston Churchill, as 
a Member of the British Parliament, said 
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when he changed parties. And he was criti- 
cized, and he said, “Some men change prin- 
ciple for party and some change party for 
principle.” 

These many patriotic Democrats I’m talk- 
ing about know that the leadership of their 
party has turned in a direction they just 
cannot follow. Well, all I’m asking of the 
people of Florida is to remember that the 
people you elect will help determine the 
future—America’s future. So, before I go, 
let me conduct an informal poll. I won’t 
mind if you speak up so loud that all Amer- 
ica can hear you. Do you want to go back to 
the days of big spending, high taxes, and 
runaway inflation? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want a weak and 
vacillating America? 

Audience, No-o-o! 

The President. Would you rather have 
low taxes, low inflation, and low interest 
rates? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Would you rather have an 
America that is strong and proud and free? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Do you want Paula Haw- 
kins as your Senator? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Do you want Bob Marti- 
nez as your Governor? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. You have just made my 
day, and you didn’t hurt their feelings at all. 
[Laughter] 

Well, I’ve just one other thing I want to 
mention here: I’m so pleased to see and 
talk, as I said in the beginning, to so many 
young people who are here today. They’re 
what this campaign is all about—that we of 
older generations, and my generation, can 
look at them and see how well they de- 
serve—as they do. I’ve seen them all over 
the country, on campuses, and just three 
campuses yesterday and the day—well, just 
yesterday, as a matter of fact. And to see 
them—and I told them many times, and 
enjoy telling them, that they remind me of 
what George Marshall, as Chief of the Army 
Staff, said at the beginning of World War II 
when someone asked him if we had a secret 
weapon and what was it? And he said: “Yes, 
we have a secret weapon. It’s just the best 
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blankety-blank kids in the world.” I think 
he’d say it about today’s young people, too. 


But I just want to give one caution to all 
of those young people here. It isn’t just 
enough for you to go out and vote. You, the 
age from 18 to 24, among the voters, is the 
highest percentage supporting us. But you 
also have the highest percentage who don’t 
go to vote. So, when you go out of here, 
buttonhole every friend you’ve got and 
shame them into going to the polls on 
November 4th. 


Now, some people have noted that this is 
my last campaign. But this campaign is not 
about me; it’s about you and your future. 
People my age have in mind, as I said, that 
our responsibility is to see that when it 
comes your turn to take over we turn over 
to you the same freedom, the same great 
opportunity that the preceding generations 
have turned over to us. And that’s what 
we've sworn to do, and that’s what we’re 
going to do. 


So, thank you all, and God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:17 p.m. in 
the Sun Dome at the University of South 
Florida. He was introduced by Senator 
Hawkins. 


Prior to his remarks, the President attend- 
ed a reception for major donors to Senator 
Hawkins’ and Mr. Martinez’ campaign at 
the Sun Dome. Following his remarks, the 
President returned to Washington, DC. 


Assistance for Central American 
Democracies and the Nicaraguan 
Democratic Resistance 





Executive Order 12570. October 24, 1986 





DELEGATING AUTHORITY TO IMPLEMENT 
ASSISTANCE FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN DE- 
MOCRACIES AND THE NICARAGUAN DEMO- 
CRATIC RESISTANCE 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Military Construction Appropriations Act, 
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1987, enacted by section 101(k) of the Joint 
Resolution Making Continuing Appropria- 
tions for the Fiscal Year 1987 (Public Law 
99-500), the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, 
as amended (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq.), and 
section 301 of title 3 of the United States 
Code, and in order to delegate certain func- 
tions concerning the designation of funds to 
be transferred and operation of accounts, it 
is hereby ordered as follows: 


Section I. Pursuant to section 205, the 
account for which funds are made available 
by title III of the Military Construction Ap- 
propriations Act, 1987, is designated the ac- 
count from which funds made available by 
title II of the Urgent Supplemental Appro- 
priations Act, 1985 (Public Law 99-10) are 
transferred. 


Sec. 2. The Secretary of State is author- 
ized to perform the following functions 
vested in the President by sections 205 and 
206 of title II of the Military Construction 
Appropriations Act, 1987: 


(a) Pursuant to section 205, the authority 
to designate the account to which funds 
transferred from the funds appropriated by 
the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1985 
(Public Law 99-88), under the heading “As- 
sistance for Implementation of a Contadora 
Agreement,” are deposited, and the amount 
transferred; and 


(b) The authority to implement section 
206 utilizing the funds described in section 
3 of this Order. 


Sec. 3. The Secretary of Defense is au- 
thorized to perform the function, vested in 
the President by section 206 of title II of 
the Military Construction Appropriations 
Act, 1987, of designating the accounts from 
which unobligated funds, made available by 
the Department of Defense Appropriations 
Act, 1986 (as contained in Public Law 99- 
190), are transferred. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 24, 1986. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:53 a.m., October 27, 1986] 


Special Foreign Assistance Act of 1986 





Statement on Signing S. 1917 Into Law. 
October 24, 1986 





I am pleased today to sign S. 1917, a bill 
that, among other things, provides for im- 
munization and oral rehydration in devel- 
oping countries, promotes democracy in 
Haiti through economic assistance and 
other means, and adopts measures to pro- 
tect tropical forests and biological diversity 
in developing countries. 

I must note, however, that section 204 of 
the bill states that the President shall exer- 
cise certain authorities—defined by refer- 
ence to the authorities granted under the 
International Emergency Economic Powers 
Act—to assist the Haitian Government to 
recover the assets it alleges were stolen by 
former President Jean Claude Duvalier and 
his associates. While I have no objection to 
assisting the Government of Haiti, I would 
have to object to such a provision if it man- 
dated the specific actions to be taken by the 
government because such a mandate would 
unreasonably detract from the flexibility 
necessary to formulate and conduct a sound 
foreign policy. Fortunately, the bill does not 
directly specify which of the many execu- 
tive powers referenced by the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act should 
be employed. Therefore, the President re- 
tains the discretion to select those powers 
that are appropriate to carry out the legisla- 
tion’s purposes. 


Note: As enacted, S. 1917 is Public Law 99- 
529, approved October 24. 


United Kingdom-Syria Diplomatie 
Relations 





Statement by the Principal Deputy Press 
Secretary to the President. 
October 24, 1986 





Today the British Government has 
broken diplomatic relations with Syria as a 
result of Syrian Government involvement 
in the attempt to bomb an El Al passenger 
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airplane. The conviction of Nizer Hindawi 
and his sentencing to 45 years in prison 
reflects the gravity of the crime and the 
natural response of a civilized nation. The 
President notes that had it not been for the 
vigilance of those responsible for security at 
Heathrow Airport, over 400 persons, includ- 
ing 230 Americans, would have perished. 

A state that encourages and takes part in 
terrorism isolates itself from the civilized 
world. The United States will consult and 
cooperate with others to bring practical 
meaning to that isolation—diplomatically, 
politically, economically. 

We applaud the reaction of Her Majesty’s 
government. We support the British deci- 
sion. Our Ambassador is being withdrawn 
from Syria. In the coming days we will be 
in close consultation with Her Majesty’s 
government and other allies regarding addi- 
tional steps that we and others will take. 


Merchants National Bank of Mobile, 
A ma 





Memorandum Withholding Approval of 
S. 593. October 24, 1986 





I am withholding my approval of S. 593, a 
bill for the relief of the Merchants National 
Bank of Mobile, Alabama. 

The enrolled bill would authorize the 
payment of $809,609 to the Merchants Na- 
tional Bank in settlement of its claims 
against the United States relating to certain 
government loan guarantees. The compen- 
sation would be for losses the Bank claims 
were caused by the issuance and cancella- 
tion of a loan guarantee and the subsequent 
reissuance on different terms of a second 
loan guarantee. 

The need to renegotiate the terms of the 
loan guarantee originally extended to the 
Merchants National Bank of Mobile was re- 
grettable. However, the Bank’s claim that it 
was injured as a result of the change is not 
supported by the facts. While the terms of 
the two guarantees were different, the 
second loan contained some provisions that 
were more advantageous to the Bank than 
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those that were included in the first guaran- 
tee, and the Bank’s losses did not result 
from the need to cancel the first guarantee 
and the issuance of a second guarantee. 
Under the circumstances that existed at the 
time the second guarantee was negotiated, 
this guarantee was not less advantageous to 
the Bank than the first, unauthorized guar- 
antee. I must, therefore, withhold my ap- 
proval of S. 593 in order to prevent pay- 
ment to the Bank of an unsupportable gra- 
tuity. 
Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 24, 1986. 


Note: The memorandum was released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on October 
25. 


Economic Growth 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
October 25, 1986 





My fellow Americans: 

Last Wednesday, in a ceremony on the 
South Lawn of the White House, I signed 
into law the most sweeping reform of the 
Tax Code in our nation’s history. That 
moment was a victory for fairness that will, 
I’m convinced, usher in a new era of 
growth and opportunity for America. 

When this bill goes into effect, 80 percent 
of the American people will pay a top rate 
of only 15 percent or less in Federal income 
tax. No one will pay more than 28 percent 
of total income. A family of four living at 
the poverty level will have over $1,000 
more in their pockets. In fact, millions of 
working poor will be dropped from the 
Federal income tax rolls altogether—they 
won’t have to pay a cent in Federal income 
tax. Now, that’s what I call fair. 

As for families, at long last blessed relief. 
The standard deduction will increase sharp- 
ly, and the personal exemption—that’s the 
amount of money you get to deduct for 
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yourself and each one of your dependents— 
will almost double, rising to $2,000 in 1989. 
I wasn’t exaggerating when I said that this 
bill is at once the best antipoverty program, 
the best profamily measure, and the best 
jobs creation bill ever to come out of the 
U.S. Congress. 


The day I signed this bill we also heard 
some extremely good news about the econ- 
omy. Gross national product, the figure that 
measures Our economy’s growth, showed a 
strong upswing in the third quarter, coming 
in at 2.4 percent. Sales are up, with a sharp 
increase in durable goods purchases—point- 
ing to increased production and more jobs 
in the future. And U.S. exports of goods and 
services are up dramatically over last quar- 
ter. 

What does all this mean? Well, it tells us 
that our economy is solid and accelerating 
again. We’re now enjoying one of the long- 
est peacetime economic expansions in post- 
war history. We’re seeing record numbers 
of new businesses being created and nearly 
11.7 milion jobs created in the last 46 
months. Sure there are ups and downs, and 
some sectors of the economy are not yet 
sharing fully in the expansion. But the indi- 
cations are that our economy is gathering 
momentum for even more growth, more 
job creation, a narrowing trade deficit, and 
continued low inflation in the months 
ahead. Add to this the progrowth, low rate 
taxes—or tax rates, I should say, of the new 
tax bill and you’ve got an economy that’s 
ready to climb. We’re headed for a second 
leg upward, and I believe our 4-year-long 
recovery will one day be recorded as one of 
the most remarkable peacetime expansions 
in the 20th century. And we’re going to 
keep the good times rolling until they 
extend to every single corner of our nation. 

Contrast this with the economic mess we 
inherited 5% years ago. It’s not for nothing 
those are called the days of malaise. Infla- 
tion then had skyrocketed up to 13 percent. 
Now it’s holding at an incredible 1.8 per- 
cent. The prime rate had shot up to 21% 
percent. Today we’ve cut it by two-thirds. 

When we came into office the top tax 
rate was 70 percent, and the middle class 
was paying tax rates that once were levied 


only on the very rich. Worse, inflation gave 
you an automatic tax hike every year and 
Congress more of your money to spend, 
without their having to stand up and vote 
for a tax hike. Well, the first thing we did 
was cut your taxes and index them so that 
wouldn’t happen again. And with tax 
reform, that top rate of 70 has been 
chopped to only 28 percent of total income. 


All these achievements were hard fought, 
believe me. But it’s a funny thing, some of 
the same people who fought us every step 
of the way when we tried to cut taxes and 
reform our Tax Code—these same people 
are talking down the American economy. 
Well, in one sense, I have to say they’re 
right. There is a cloud hanging over the 
American economy, and that’s the possibili- 
ty that the tax-and-spend mentality will 
return to Washington and take us back to 
those bad old days of sky-high taxes, double- 
digit inflation, and 21% percent interest 
rates. 

Don’t think it can’t happen. There are 
still a lot of people in Washington who have 
that mentality, who want to raise your taxes 
back up to where they were in 1980. So, 
unless we keep our guard up, we could find 
ourselves in no time returning to the poli- 
cies of tax and tax, spend and spend; and 
we'd wake up one morning to find that all 
we've worked so hard for, all our progress, 
gone with the wind. 


Now, that’s why I’m talking to you, the 
American people. Your hard work turned 
America around and set it firmly on the 
road of prosperity—and the numbers re- 
leased this week prove it. We’ve come so 
far. With your commitment, with your sup- 
port, we can keep America growing, confi- 
dent, and secure. We can—and I know we 
will—keep the doors of the opportunity so- 
ciety wide open and keep America’s future 
one of hope and ever-growing possibilities. 


Until next week, thanks for listening, and 
God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. 
from the Oval Office at the White House. 
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National Housing Week, 1986 





Proclamation 5560. October 25, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

The housing industry has played a major 
role in our economic prosperity, especially 
since World War II. Thanks to our free en- 
terprise system, to the vision of many entre- 
preneurs, and to sound government poli- 
cies, the housing industry has created mil- 
lions of jobs, increased demand for goods 
and services, and generated billions of dol- 
lars for our economy. 

Because of this economic activity, millions 
of Americans have been able to provide 
safe, secure, and affordable housing for 
their families. Our communities, our 
Nation, and the institution of the family 
itself are much the stronger thereby. The 
policies of all levels of government should 
be committed to continuing this situation. 

It is most appropriate that Americans rec- 
ognize the social and economic benefits the 
housing industry provides our Nation, and 
that we remain grateful for the free market 
system that provides Americans with afford- 
able housing opportunities. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-419, has 
designated the week of October 19 through 
October 26, 1986, as “National Housing 
Week” and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observ- 
ance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 19 
through October 26, 1986, as National 
Housing Week, and I call upon the people 
of the United States to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-six, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:54 a.m., October 27, 1986] 
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National Adult Immunization 
Awareness Week, 1986 





Proclamation 5561. October 25, 1986 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Influenza and pneumonia are among the 
principal killers of American adults, espe- 
cially the elderly. Fewer than 12 percent of 
the adult population are vaccinated against 
these diseases or against other highly infec- 
tious diseases such as measles, rubella, diph- 
theria, and hepatitis B. Fewer than half of 
Americans over sixty are vaccinated against 
tetanus. 

Inoculation against infectious diseases is a 
major factor in preventive health care. The 
Surgeon General of the United States has 
repeatedly called on our Nation to prevent 
the massive costs associated with health 
care through programs of health promotion 
and disease prevention. Many studies by the 
United States Public Health Service confirm 
the soundness of this directive. Inoculation 
with vaccines approved as safe and effec- 
tive by the United States Food and Drug 
Administration, and readily available to the 
public, could save the lives of tens of thou- 
sands of American adults this year. 

In recognition of the importance of adult 
immunization and the benefits that can 
flow from heightened public awareness, the 
Congress, by Public Law 99-528, has desig- 
nated the week of October 26 through No- 
vember 1, 1986, as “National Adult Immu- 
nization Awareness Week” and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proc- 
lamation in observance of this occasion. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of October 26 
through November 1, 1986, as National 
Adult Immunization Awareness Week. I call 
upon all government agencies and the 
people of the United States to observe this 
week with appropriate activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-fifth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and eighty-six, and of the Independence of 
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the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and eleventh. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:55 a.m., October 27, 1986] 


Note: The proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on October 27. 


World Day of Prayer for Peace 





Message of the President. October 27, 1986 





To His Holiness the Pope, John Paul II, 
and to the International Religious Leaders 
gathered at Assisi, Italy, for the “World Day 
of Prayer for Peace,” October 27, 1986: 


On behalf of the Government and people 
of the United States of America, I send 
warm wishes to the participants in the 
World Day of Prayer for Peace. Our prayers 
are with you for the success of this historic 
gathering. We must never lose sight of the 
divinity which has created mankind itself. I 
extend to you my heartfelt support and reit- 
erate my personal commitment to the cause 
of peace. 

In addition to our prayers, we must join 
together to take steps to ensure lasting 
peace. Man has created awesome weapons 
in this nuclear age of ours. It is my fervent 
goal and hope—and that I know of all of 
you—that we will some day no longer have 
to rely on nuclear weapons to deter aggres- 
sion and assure world peace. To that end, 
the United States is now engaged in a seri- 
ous and sustained effort to negotiate major 
reductions in levels of offensive nuclear 
weapons with the ultimate goal of eliminat- 
ing these weapons from the face of the 
Earth. In addition, we are exploring the 
possibilities presented by new technologies 
to protect human lives from the threat of 
nuclear destruction through the use of stra- 
tegic defenses—which threaten no one. 
Such technologies offer the hope of placing 
deterrence of war on a safer and more 
stable basis. Is it not better to save lives 
than to avenge them? 

In my meetings with General Secretary 
Gorbachev in Iceland, we made tremen- 


dous strides toward the goal of a safer and 
more stable world. The United States will 
do its full part in the negotiations in 
Geneva to build upon the progress which 
was achieved at Reykjavik. 

As we seek the reduction and eventual 
elimination of nuclear weapons, we must 
also address the serious threats and imbal- 
ances in conventional and chemical weap- 
ons. Wars fought with non-nuclear weapons, 
including chemical, are causing suffering 
and death in many parts of the world. We 
have proposed a global ban on these chemi- 
cal weapons, and call on all civilized nations 
to join us in ridding the world of this 
menace. 

Finally, we recall that true peace is more 
than the absence of war: it is the presence 
of justice and mutual respect and tolerance 
among the peoples of the world. Human 
rights and human freedom are its indispen- 
sable elements. For we know that govern- 
ments at peace with their own people are 
not likely to threaten the peace of their 
neighbors. 

Universal respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms should be a corner- 
stone of universal peace. Among the most 
cherished rights is that of all persons to 
practice their religion or belief, free of in- 
terference or persecution. Each of us should 
be able to seek, unhindered, a relationship 
with the divinity. I commend this historic 
meeting for its efforts to lead humanity 
toward a more tolerant, just, and peaceful 
world. 


John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts 





Appointment of Alma Lee Gildenhorn as a 
Member of the Board of Trustees. 
October 27, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Alma Lee Gildenhorn to be 
a member of the Board of Trustees of the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts for a term expiring September 1, 1996. 
She would succeed John G. Spatuzza. 
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Mrs. Gildenhorn is currently cochairman, 
Washington Committee for the Endowment 
of the John F. Kennedy Center for the Per- 
forming Arts. Previously she was president 
of Bristol Antiques, 1973-1984. 

She graduated from the University of 
Maryland (B.A., 1953). Mrs. Gildenhorn is 
married, has two children, and resides in 
* Bethesda, MD. She was born January 14, 
1932, in Baltimore, MD. 


Marine Mammal Commission 





Designation of Robert Elsner as Chairman. 
October 27, 1986 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to designate Robert Elsner to be Chair- 
man of the Marine Mammal Commission. 
He would succeed William Evans. 

Since December 12, 1984, Dr. Elsner has 
been a member of this Commission. He cur- 
rently is professor of marine science, Insti- 
tute of Marine Science, University of Alaska 
> rare a position he has held since 
1973. 

Dr. Elsner graduated from New York 
University (B.A., 1950), the University of 
Washington (M.S., 1955), and the University 
of Alaska (Ph.D., 1959). He is married, has 
three children, and resides in Ester, AK. 
Dr. Elsner was born June 3, 1920, in 
Boston, MA. 


Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 





Remarks on Signing H.R. 5484 Into Law. 
October 27, 1986 





Well, today it gives me great pleasure to 
sign legislation that reflects the total com- 
mitment of the American people and their 
government to fight the evil of drugs. Drug 
use extracts a high cost on America: the 
cost of suffering and unhappiness, particu- 
larly among the young; the cost of lost pro- 
ductivity at the workplace; and the cost of 
drug-related crime. Drug use is too costly 
for us not to do everything in our power, 
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not just to fight it, but to subdue it and 
conquer it. 

The magnitude of today’s drug problem 
can be traced to past unwillingness to rec- 
ognize and confront this problem. And the 
vaccine that’s going to end the epidemic is 
a combination of tough laws—like the one 
we sign today—and a dramatic change in 
public attitude. 

We must be intolerant of drug use and 
drug sellers. We must be intolerant of drug 
use on the campus and at the workplace. 
We must be intolerant of drugs not because 
we want to punish drug users, but because 
we care about them and want to help them. 

This legislation is not intended as a means 
of filling our jails with drug users. What we 
must do as a society is identify those who 
use drugs, reach out to them, help them 
quit, and give them the support they need 
to live right. 

Let me take a moment here and salute a 
special person who has turned the fight 
against drug abuse into a national crusade. 
She started long before the polls began to 
register our citizens’ concern about drugs. 
She mobilized the American people, and 
I’m mighty proud of her. I know the work 
Nancy’s been doing has been appreciated. 

And Nancy’s made a special commitment 
to assist young people who are just getting 
started to quit and to prevent others from 
starting in the first place. One young 
person asked her advice about what to do if 
offered drugs. And she came up with a bit 
of simple, yet profound, wisdom. She said, 
“Just say no.” And today there are thou- 
sands of Just Say No clubs all over America. 

In all of our endeavors here in Washing- 
ton, we’re striving for a world where our 
young people can live happier, more oppor- 
tunity-filled lives. Our goal in this crusade is 
nothing less than a drug-free generation. 
America’s young people deserve our best 
effort to make that dream come true. 

In the last few years, we’ve made much 
progress on the enforcement end of solving 
the drug problem. Interdiction is up, drug 
crops are being destroyed while still in the 
fields all over the country and overseas, or- 
ganized crime is being hit and hit hard, 
cooperation between governments is better 
than ever before. This legislation allows us 
to do even more. 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 / Oct. 27 


Nevertheless, today marks a major victory 
in our crusade against drugs—a victory for 
safer neighborhoods, a victory for the pro- 
tection of the American family. The Ameri- 
can people want their government to get 
tough and to go on the offensive. And that’s 
exactly what we intend, with more ferocity 
than ever before. But as I’ve said on previ- 
ous occasions, we would be fooling our- 
selves if we thought that new money for 
new government programs alone will solve 
the problem. 

Let’s not forget that in America people 
solve problems, and no national crusade has 
ever succeeded without human interest. So, 
at the same time that government sends a 
long, loud, clear message, I ask each Ameri- 
can to be strong in your intolerance of ille- 
gal drug use and firm in your commitment 
to a drug-free America. United, together, 
we can see to it that there’s no sanctuary 
for the drug criminals who are pilfering 
human dignity and pandering despair. 

There’ve been some real champions in 
the battle to get this legislation through 
Congress: Senators Bob Dole, Robert Byrd, 
and Strom Thurmond; Congressmen Bob 
Michel, Jim Wright, Benjamin Gilman, 
Charles Rangel, and Jerry Lewis. 

I'd like to single out Senator Paula Haw- 
kins in particular. She took this battle to the 
public and has been a driving force behind 
the effort to rid our society of drug abuse. 
Like Nancy, she made her commitment to 
fighting drugs long before it was the popu- 
lar thing to do. This kind of honest, hard- 
working leadership is what makes all the 
difference. And now, Paula, if you and your 
colleagues will join Nancy and me, we will 
get on with the signing of that bill, making 
it the law of the land. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:39 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 

As enacted, H.R. 5484 is Public Law 99- 
570, approved October 27. 


Implementation of the Comprehensive 
Anti-Apartheid Act 





Executive Order 12571. October 27, 1986 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of the 


United States of America, including the 
Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act of 1986 
(Public Law 99-440) (“the Act”), and sec- 
tion 301 of Title 3 of the United States 
Code, it is hereby ordered as follows: 


Section 1. Implementation of the Act. All 
affected Executive departments and agen- 
cies shall take all steps necessary, consistent 
with the Constitution, to implement the re- 
quirements of the Act. 


Sec. 2. Functions of the Department of 
State. The Secretary of State shall be re- 
sponsible for implementing Sections 208, 
302 (to the extent it relates to temporary 
imports), 303(b), 307(aX2), 317, 318, 
401(b\X2), 501(b), 504, 506, and 508 of the 
Act. Responsibility for transmitting the 
report required by Section 509 of the Act is 
delegated to the Secretary of State. 


Sec. 3. Functions of the Department of 
the Treasury. The Secretary of the Treasury 
shall be responsible for implementing Sec- 
tions 301, 302 (to the extent it relates to 
permanent imports), 303, 305, 308, 309, 
310, 319, 320, 323(aX1), and 510 of the Act. 

Sec. 4. Functions of the Department of 
Commerce. The Secretary of Commerce 
shall be responsible for implementing Sec- 
tions 304, 321, and 502(b) of the Act. 


Sec. 5. Functions of the Department of 
Defense. The Secretary of Defense shall be 
responsible for implementing Section 322 of 
the Act. 


Sec. 6. Functions of the United States 
Trade Representative. The United States 
Trade Representative shall be responsible 
for implementing Sections 323(aX2) and (b) 
of the Act and Section 402 (except for the 
imposition of import restrictions). 

Sec. 7. Functions of the Agency for Inter- 
national Development. The Administrator 
of the Agency for International Develop- 
ment shall be responsible for implementing 
Sections 210 (to the extent of determining 
the existence of food shortages only) and 
505 of the Act. 


Sec. 8. Functions of the Department of 
Transportation. The Secretary of Transpor- 
tation shall take the steps. specified in Sec- 
tions 306(a\X2) and (3)... 

Sec. 9. Definition of Strategic Minerals. 
The Secretary of State shall be responsible, 
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in consultation with the Secretary of Com- 
merce and the Secretary of Defense, for 
determining which articles are strategic 
minerals within the meaning of the Act. 

Sec. 10. Regulatory and Enforcement Au- 
thority. The head of each agency assigned 
functions by this Order is delegated author- 
ity under Sections 601 and 603 of the Act to 
the extent that they relate to functions del- 
egated by this Order or conferred by the 
Act. 

Sec. 11. Coordination and Policy Guid- 
ance. The Secretary of State is responsible 
for ensuring that implementation of the Act 
is effectively integrated with and is support- 
ive of the foreign policy of the United 
States. In carrying out their respective func- 
tions and responsibilities, the head of each 
agency assigned responsibility under this 
Order shall consult with the heads of other 
affected agencies. 

Sec. 12. Inter-Agency Coordinating Com- 
mittee. An Inter-Agency Coordinating Com- 
mittee on South Africa is hereby estab- 
lished, under the Chairmanship of the Sec- 
retary of State. The Committee shall also 
include the Secretary of the Treasury, Sec- 
retary of Defense, Attorney General, Secre- 
tary of Commerce, Secretary of Transporta- 
tion, Secretary of Agriculture, the United 
States Trade Representative, and other 
members as appropriate. The Committee 
shall serve as a forum for consultations on 
United States policy concerning South 
Africa and shall monitor implementation of 
the Act to ensure consistency with United 
States policy objectives. 

Sec. 13. Reservations of Functions. All au- 
thority not expressly delegated or granted 
herein is retained by the President. The 
President retains the authority to exercise 
any of the authority delegated or granted in 
this Order. 

Sec. 14. Effective Date. This Order shall 
be effective immediately. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
October 27, 1986. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 12:06 p.m., October 28, 1986] 


1460 


Implementation of Water Project 
Agreements 


Statement on Signing H.R. 3113 Into Law. 
October 27, 1986 








I am signing H.R. 3113, a bill that would 
implement certain water project agree- 
ments for (1) the coordinated operation of 
the Central Valley Project and the State of 
California Water Project and (2) the preser- 
vation of the Suisun Marsh. The enrolled 
bill would also increase the authorization of 
appropriations for the Small Reclamation 
Project Act of 1956. 


My administration has made a concerted 
effort to develop cooperative water agree- 
ments that would assure the maintenance of 
water quality in the Sacramento-San Joa- 
quin delta and in the Suisun Marsh, located 
northeast of San Francisco. Last year my 
administration successfully reached agree- 
ments with the State of California that will 
do an excellent job in protecting the water 
quality in these two important areas. The 
Federal project will meet the agreed-upon 
standards, and the project costs will be re- 
imbursed by the water users. H.R. 3113 em- 
bodies the legislative authority that is neces- 
sary to implement these water quality 
agreements. 


The bill contains one feature that could 
prove troublesome. Specifically, H.R. 3113 
would require the Federal Government to 
achieve at full Federal cost any future 
water quality standards set unilaterally by 
the State of California that are stricter than 
those stipulated in the agreement for co- 
ordinated operation of the Central Valley 
Project. Contrary to longstanding adminis- 
tration policy, the cost of meeting any such 
prospective water quality standards would 
have to be met solely by the Federal tax- 
payer, rather than by the water project 
beneficiaries. This nonreimbursement fea- 
ture represents a potential open-ended 
commitment against the U.S. Treasury that 
is essentially outside of the Federal Govern- 
ment’s control. 

I am signing this bill into law because it 
will allow us to implement important water 
quality agreements with the State of Cali- 
fornia. I must emphasize, however, that my 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 / Oct. 27 


administration cannot accept a situation in 
which the Federal taxpayer pays the cost of 
meeting prospective California water qual- 
ity standards. If California acts to raise the 
water quality standards at Federal expense, 
the administration will seek remedial legis- 
lation that would make the Federal costs of 
meeting these higher standards reimbursa- 
ble. Such action is in keeping with laudable 
advances that the Congress and the admin- 
istration have recently achieved regarding 
water project cost-sharing. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 3113 is Public Law 
99-546, approved October 27. 


Klamath River Basin Fishery Resources 





Statement on Signing H.R. 4712 Into Law. 
October 27, 1986 





I am pleased today to approve H.R. 4712, 
a bill that authorizes the Secretary of the 
Interior to promulgate regulations to in- 
crease the stock of fish in the Klamath 
River Basin and related areas. In signing 
this bill, I am stating my interpretation of 
certain of its provisions in order to make 
certain that the bill is implemented in a 
constitutional manner. 


First, the bill requires that certain resto- 
ration work be performed by unemployed 
persons who are commercial fishermen, In- 
dians, or other persons whose livelihood de- 
pends upon commercial resources in the 
area. If the reference to Indians were an 
express racial classification, a serious consti- 
tutional issue would be raised. I understand 
from the legislative history of the bill that 
this reference, however, is not to be viewed 
as a racial classification, but simply as a ref- 
erence to one of the groups whose mem- 
bers are most likely to depend on the com- 
mercial resources of the area. Accordingly, I 
sign this bill understanding that the Secre- 
tary of the Interior will give preference in 
employment only to Indians whose liveli- 
hood depends on the area’s resources. 


Second, the bill establishes a council com- 
posed of members appointed by State Gov- 


ernors, Federal agencies, and an Indian or- 
ganization. Because the members of the 
council are not appointed pursuant to the 
appointments clause, they cannot undertake 
executive functions pursuant to Federal 
law. Therefore, section 3(bX1\B) of the bill 
makes clear that the council has a purely 
advisory function, which consists of making 
recommendations based on a plan it estab- 
lishes to manage the fish populations of the 
river basin and of holding hearings on these 
recommendations. 


The bill also establishes a task force com- 
posed of members appointed by State Gov- 
ernors, county officials, Federal agencies, 
and an Indian organization. Like the coun- 
cil, the task force, which consults with the 
Secretary when he establishes and imple- 
ments a program to increase the fish popu- 
lations of the river basins to optimum 
levels, has only advisory functions. The bill 
requires the Secretary of the Interior and 
the director of the California department of 
fish and game to provide support for the 
task force. Because a serious constitutional 
question would be presented if the bill 
were interpreted as a direction to a State to 
place State employees directly at the dis- 
posal of the Federal Government, I inter- 
pret this provision to require the California 
official to provide support only for those 
members of the task force appointed by 
California State officials. Any additional as- 
sistance would necessarily be in the discre- 
tion of the State official. 


Finally, the bill requires the Secretary of 
the Interior to enter into a memorandum of 
agreement with the California department 
of fish and game to facilitate the enforce- 
ment of fishery harvesting regulations. 
Since State officials, who are not appointed 
under the appointments clause of the U.S. 
Constitution, may not constitutionally per- 
form executive functions under Federal 
law, I understand that the Secretary of the 
Interior will ensure that the agreement 
with California is drafted in such a way as 
to avoid this infirmity. 


Note: As enacted, H.R: 4712 is Public Law 
99-552, approved October 27. 
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Hawaiian Homes Commission Act 
its 





Statement on Signing H.J. Res. 17 Into Law. 
October 27, 1986 





I am signing H.J. Res. 17, a joint resolu- 
tion that gives the United States consent to 
a number of amendments to the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act that were adopted 
by the State of Hawaii between August 21, 
1959, and June 30, 1985. This consent is 
necessary because section 4 of the Act to 
Provide for the Admission of Hawaii into 
the Union, Public Law 86-3, 73 Stat. 4 
(1959), requires that amendments to the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act be ap- 
proved by the National Government. I am 
signing this joint resolution because I be- 
lieve, as the Department of the Interior tes- 
tified when the resolution was pending, that 
the matters with which the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act is concerned 
should be left entirely to the State of 
Hawaii. The administration of the public 
lands in question can be competently han- 
dled by the State government. 


I also wish to express another concern. 
Because the act employs an express racial 
classification in providing that certain 
public lands may be leased only to persons 
having “not less than one-half of the blood 
of the races inhabiting the Hawaiian Islands 
previous to 1778,” the continued applica- 
tion of the Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act, 1920, Haw. Rev. Stat. 201 et seq. 
(1976), raises serious equal protection ques- 
tions. These difficulties are exacerbated by 
the amendment that reduces the native- 
blood requirement to one-quarter, thereby 
casting additional doubt on the original jus- 
tification for the classification. 


While I am signing this resolution be- 
cause it substantially defers to the State’s 
judgment, I urge that the Congress amend 
section 4 of the Act to Provide for the Ad- 
mission of Hawaii into the Union so that in 
the future the State of Hawaii may amend 
the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act with- 
out the consent of the United States and 
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give further consideration to the justifica- 
tion for the troubling racial classification. 
Note: As enacted, HJ. Res. 17 is Public Law 
99-557, approved October 27. 


Intelligence Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1987 





Statement on Signing H.R. 4759 Into Law. 
October 27, 1986 





I am pleased to sign into law H.R. 4759, 
the Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 1987. This act represents another sig- 
nificant step forward in our effort to im- 
prove our foreign intelligence and counter- 
intelligence capabilities. It is essential that 
we authorize sufficient appropriations and 
provide adequate authorities to enable our 
intelligence agencies to undertake effective- 
ly their vital mission. In this era of budget 
stringency, the Congress found it necessary 
to reduce the amounts I requested for our 
nation’s foreign intelligence program. De- 
spite these reductions, I am pleased that the 
Congress did not impose further cuts that 
would have seriously jeopardized the intelli- 
gence community’s ability to deal with the 
increasingly complex and diverse challenges 
facing it. 

I am particularly pleased with the provi- 
sions contained in title IV of the act, which 
enhance the counterintelligence authorities 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the Department of Defense. These new au- 
thorities will enable us to detect and appre- 
hend those who would betray our country 
for personal gain and improve the security 
of the country against hostile intelligence 
threats. 

I am concerned, however, about the 
amendment of the National Security Act of 
1947 to require that the House and Senate 
Intelligence Committees be notified of a 
transfer of defense articles and services in 
excess of $1 million. The scope of such noti- 
fications should be governed by appropriate 
agreement between the intelligence com- 
munity and the intelligence committees of 
the Congress. Once an agreement has been 
reached, I hope that this amendment to the 
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National Security Act of 1947 will be re- 
pealed. I also view those provisions of the 
bill that set forth the policy of the Congress 
as advisory and not binding on me as Presi- 
dent. 

Despite these concerns, I believe that this 
legislation as a whole represents another 
positive step toward fulfilling our commit- 
ment to strengthen our nation’s foreign in- 
telligence capabilities. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 4759 is Public Law 
99-569, approved October 27. 


Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 





Statement on Signing H.R. 5484 Into Law. 
October 27, 1986 





As I stated in my remarks at the signing 
ceremony for this bill, I am pleased to sign 
the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986. 

One other matter concerning the act is 
worthy of note. This act contains several 
important provisions reforming the Free- 
dom of Information Act (FOIA) that will 
considerably enhance the ability of Federal 
law enforcement agencies, such as the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, to combat 
drug offenders and other criminals. My ad- 
ministration has been seeking such reforms 
since 1981. 

These FOIA reforms substantially broad- 
en the law enforcement exemptions in that 
act, thereby increasing significantly the au- 
thority of Federal agencies to withhold sen- 
sitive law enforcement documents in their 
files. The statutory language changes make 
clear, for example, that any Federal law en- 
forcement information relating to pending 
investigations or confidential sources may 
be withheld if its disclosure could reason- 
ably be expected to cause an identified 
harm. The act also includes, for the first 
time, special exclusions whereby certain law 
enforcement records would no longer be 
subject to the requirements of the FOIA 
under particularly sensitive, specified cir- 
cumstances. 

Additionally, this act makes several 
changes with respect to the charging of fees 
under the FOIA. Agencies will now be able 


to charge and recover the full costs of proc- 
essing requests for information under the 
FOIA, consistent with the Federal user fee 
concept, in the large number of cases in 
which FOIA requests are made for com- 
mercial purposes, a term that has been 
broadly construed in other contexts of the 
FOIA. At the same time, the act will some- 
what limit the fees applicable to noncom- 
mercial educational or scientific institutions 
and to bona fide representatives of estab- 
lished news media outlets. It is important 
that no such special treatment is accorded 
to organizations engaged in the business of 
reselling government records or informa- 
tion. 

Finally, the bill improves the standard 
governing the general waiver of FOIA fees, 
by mandating that such waivers be granted 
only where it is established that disclosure is 
in the “public interest” because it is likely 
to “contribute significantly to public under- 
standing” of the operations or activities of 
the Government. This standard is intended 
to focus upon benefits to the public at large, 
rather than upon the interest of a particular 
segment of the public, and thus clarifies the 
type of public interest to be advanced. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 5484 is Public Law 
99-570, approved October 27. 


Government Securities Act of 1986 





Statement on Signing H.R. 2032 Into Law. 
October 28, 1986 





I have signed H.R. 2032, the Government 
Securities Act of 1986. This important piece 
of legislation, which represents the culmina- 
tion of 18 months of cooperative, bipartisan 
efforts by the Congress and the administra- 
tion, will help assure the continued safety 
and efficiency of the markets for United 
States Treasury and other government-re- 
lated debt. 

The Government Securities Act, for the 
first time, establishes requirements for reg- 
istration, financial responsibility, customer 
protection, recordkeeping, and audit of bro- 
kers and dealers who transact business 
solely in government securities. It will be 
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possible to know who these government se- 
curities brokers and dealers are and to 
assure that they are persons of integrity and 
appropriate financial standing. By limiting 
the areas of regulation to those that will 
have the greatest positive impact, the act 
will enhance the market’s integrity without 
impairing its essential efficiency. The choice 
of the Department of the Treasury as rule- 
maker will ensure that regulations are car- 
ried out in a manner that minimizes confu- 
sion and takes into account the need to fi- 
nance the Federal debt at the lowest possi- 
ble cost to taxpayers. 

Careful and judicious implementation of 
this legislation will benefit both the taxpay- 
ers in general and those who individually 
invest in government securities. Therefore, 
I am pleased to sign this act. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 2032 is Public Law 
99-571, approved October 28. 


National Bureau of Standards 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1987 





Statement on Signing H.R. 4354 Into Law. 
October 28, 1986 





While I am signing into law H.R. 4354, 
the National Bureau of Standards Authori- 
zation Act for Fiscal Year 1987, I want to 
express a strong concern regarding one 
aspect of the Federal personnel provisions 
contained in the bill. Some of these provi- 
sions are similar to those contained in my 
proposed Civil Service Simplification Act as 
introduced in the 99th Congress. However, 
unlike my proposal which requires cost-neu- 
tral implementation and which is intended 
to be phased in gradually governmentwide, 
this bill explicitly rejects cost neutrality as a 
requirement of implementation. Moreover, 
because the provisions of this bill apply to 
only one program, they threaten fragmenta- 
tion of the Federal personnel system. This I 
cannot allow to happen. 

Therefore, I want to take this opportunity 
to reaffirm my intention to work with the 
100th Congress to produce major reforms 
of the personnel system to tie pay more 
closely to performance and to simplify inef- 
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ficient structures and processes. Such re- 
forms must be introduced systematically, 
governmentwide, and in a cost-neutral fash- 
ion. 


Note: As enacted, H.R. 4354 is Public Law 
99-574, approved October 28. 


Federal Debt Collection 





Statement on Signing S. 209 Into Law. 
October 28, 1986 





I am pleased to approve S. 209, which 
authorizes the Attorney General to contract 
with private counsel in pilot program dis- 
tricts to collect debts owed the United 
States. I have been advised by the Depart- 
ment of Justice that two provisions of this 
bill raise constitutional questions. These 
provisions must, of course, be implemented 
consistent with the Constitution. 


First, I am approving S. 209 knowing that 
the Attorney General will take all steps nec- 
essary to ensure that any contract entered 
into with private counsel contains provi- 
sions requiring ongoing supervision of the 
private counsel so that all fundamental de- 
cisions, including whether to initiate litiga- 
tion and whether to settle or compromise a 
claim, are executed by an officer of the 
United States, as required by the Constitu- 
tion. 

Second, sections 3718 (bX1\B) and (bX3) 
will require the Attorney General and all 
executive and legislative agencies to use 
their best efforts to assure that not less than 
10 percent of all claims referred to private 
counsel will be referred to law firms owned 
and controlled by socially and economically 
disadvantaged individuals. I am signing this 
bill on the understanding that those objec- 
tives will be pursued in a race-neutral 
manner with respect to the actual award of 
contracts and that the criteria for identify- 
ing socially and economically disadvantaged 
contractors will not contain preferences or 
presumptions based on race or ethnicity. 
Implementation of these provisions in any 
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other manner would be of doubtful consti- 
tutional validity because the goal is not pre- 
mised on findings of actual discrimination 
in the granting of contracts. Moreover, 
even if such discrimination were estab- 
lished, any racial or ethnic preferences pro- 
vided by these sections would not be nar- 
rowly tailored to remedy such discrimina- 
tion. Thus, the authority of the Attorney 
General and the heads of agencies under 
this law must be read with these constitu- 
tional requirements in mind. 

The very premise of America is equal op- 
portunity without regard to irrelevant char- 
acteristics such as race. Therefore, all Amer- 
icans, regardless of race, who seek one of 
these contracts must be allowed an equal 
chance to demonstrate social and economic 
disadvantage in order to obtain a contract. 


Note: As enacted, S. 209 is Public Law 99- 
578, approved October 28. 


Veterans’ Benefits Improvement and 
Health-Care Authorization Act of 1986 





Remarks on Signing H.R. 5299 Into Law. 
October 28, 1986 





Today I will sign the Veterans’ Benefits 
Improvement and Health-Care Authoriza- 
tion Act. And let me start by expressing 
America’s thanks to the Members of Con- 
gress who played so great a role in passage 
of this legislation: Senators Denton, Mat- 
tingly, Abdnor, Murkowski; Congressmen 
Montgomery, Hammerschmidt, McEwen. 
And let me also recognize the American 
Legion, the AMVETS, Paralyzed Veterans 
of America, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
and the Disabled American Veterans. 


We are in Georgia, so without taking 
away from the contributions of anyone else, 
let me say a few words about Senator Mat- 
tingly’s determination and hard work and 
devotion to America’s veterans. Mack, I 
know you’re an Air Force veteran yourself 
and that you know the sacrifices so many of 
our veterans have made to keep America 
free. And I know that you feel as I do, that 
America has a sacred duty to care for those 


who have borne the battle, for their wives 
and for their children. I also know your 
quiet kind of leadership. You’re more inter- 
ested in results than headlines, and you 
don’t go around doing a lot of bragging. But 
you did great work here. And I thought the 
good folks would like to know that. Thanks, 
Mack, and thanks to every one of you. 


Some of the proudest moments that I 
have had since becoming President have 
been when I’ve met with America’s veter- 
ans. I spoke to a special group of them just 
a little more than 2 years ago at the top of a 
cliff overlooking a beach in Normandy in 
France. They were the boys who had scaled 
that cliff 40 years before on D-day as 
America and its allies began a crusade in 
Europe. Their story was heroic, but not 
unique. It was the story of millions of Amer- 
icans who’ve served in uniform—the story 
of all of those who have been prepared to 
make the supreme sacrifice, should duty 
call, to protect liberty, to protect democra- 
cy, and to protect this blessed land that we 
call America. 


Nor was it a new story. It began at Lex- 
ington and Concord, and, yes, it continues 
to this very hour. It’s the story of Fort 
McHenry and San Juan Hill, of the Marne 
and Guadalcanal, the Chosen Reservoir and 
Khesanh and Grenada. It’s the story of the 
spirit of freedom and the battle against tyr- 
anny, and part of the pride of every Ameri- 
can is that it’s the story of American spirit 
at its finest. 


Today we honor those who have given us 
all this legacy of devotion. And we honor 
what they have done, and we acknowledge 
our eternal debt to them. So, in closing, let 
me say to all you veterans who have come 
here to be part of this moment, I know I 
speak for all the Nation when I say thank 
you, and God bless you. 


And now I'd better start writing. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:24 a.m. in 
the Jenkins Fine Arts Building in Colum- 
bus, GA. 


As enacted, H.R. 5299 is Public Law 99- 
576, approved October 28. 
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Columbus, Georgia 





Remarks at a Rally for Senator Mack 
Mattingly. October 28, 1986 





The President. Thank you very much. I 
enjoyed that “6 more years!” chant very 
much. That other one—there’s a little con- 
stitutional provision involved there—no. No, 
I'll settle for 2 more years of a Republican 
Senate. Well, you couldn’t hear that, that 
was a plug for my wife to run. [Laughter] 

Well, thank you, Mack, for that kind in- 
troduction, and let me say hello to the 
mayor of Columbus, Bill Feighner, and to 
your next mayor, John Gaus. And having 
been the drum major of a boys band in 
Dixon, Illinois, let me also say hello to some 
great bands: the Hardaway High School 
Band, the Shaw High School Band, and the 
LaGrange High School Band. 

Audience. We love you! 

The President. 1 love all of you, believe 
me. And before I get started, let me men- 
tion two of Georgia’s and the Congress’ 
best, Newt Gingrich and Pat Swindall. And 
let me also mention the Governor for Geor- 
gia’s future, Guy Davis. And to those of you 
who’ve come over here today from Ala- 
bama, I just want to say that you have a 
true American hero for your Senator, Jere- 
miah Denton. And I'll be seeing him in my 
next stop in Birmingham later today. And, 
you know, looking at all these signs and 
everything, you'll forgive me, I have to 
mention one. It’s way back in a little school 
called Eureka College in Iliinois many years 
ago. A fraternity named Tau Kappa Epsilon 
not only made me a member, they gave me 
a job waiting tables or I couldn’t have gone 
to school. [Laughter] 

I can’t help but see the young people 
who are here in the audience, and I have a 
special message to all of you from my room- 
mate. [Laughter] When it comes to drugs, 
please—for yourselves, for your families, for 
your future and your country—just say no. 
[Applause] Thank you. 

You know, it’s wonderful to be here in 
Georgia. And, you know, as I often say to 
my staff when we’re taking off in Air Force 
One: It’s great to get out of Washington and 
get back to where the real people are. You 
know, I probably couldn’t do this much 
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traveling when Congress was in session. As 
Mack Mattingly will tell you, that’s because 
some of those folks need watching. [Laugh- 
ter] Now, I have great respect for the insti- 
tution, it’s just some of the individuals that 
Mack and I criticize, as he has already, 
some of them need watching, really. Some 
of them remind me of that little story about 
three fellows who came out of a building 
and found they’d locked themselves out of 
their car. And one of them said, “Well, get 
me a wire coathanger and I can straighten 
it out and figure out how to trip the handle 
with it.” And the second one said, “You 
can’t do that. Someone will see us and think 
you're stealing the car.” And the third one 
said, “Well, we better do something quick, 
because it’s starting to rain and the top’s 
down.” [Laughter] And that story says so 
much about the tax-and-tax and spend-and- 
spend policies that left our country just a 
few short years ago with negative growth, 
double-digit inflation, the highest interest 
rates since—get ready—the War Between 
the States. 

And so, as a part of the 1980 cleanup 
crew for the worst economic mess since the 
Great Depression, Mack Mattingly and I 
headed for Washington. And as he told you, 
we cut government growth, we slashed reg- 
ulations, we cut income taxes—yes, almost 
25 percent. And today we’re enjoying one 
of the longest economic expansions in histo- 
ry. In the last 47 months we have created 
over 11% million new jobs, more jobs than 
Western Europe and Japan put together 
have created in the past 10 years. Inflation, 
as Mack told you, has come down. It’s plum- 
meted from more than 12 percent to 1.8 
percent. The prime interest rate has fallen 
by two-thirds. Mortgage and auto loan rates 
are down. And, you know, I got the idea 
that our ideas were working when the op- 
ponents stopped calling it Reaganomics. 

Now, just a few days ago we learned that 
the figure that represents the country’s eco- 
nomic growth—gross national product, 
GNP—and some other indicators show our 
economy gathering momentum for even 
more growth, higher take-home pay, and 
more new jobs. In short, we’re headed for a 
second boom. And I’m determined to see 
that those who still are not sharing fully in 
our nation’s prosperity do so. I give you my 
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pledge: Neither Mack nor I will be satisfied 
until this expansion reaches every sector of 
our economy and until every American who 
wants a job has a job. 

To broaden our expansion, I signed into 
law last week the most sweeping reform of 
the Tax Code in our nation’s history. For 
more than 80 percent of Americans, it 
means a top tax rate of 15 percent or less— 
and that’s why I call it Tax Cut II. 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
this fair share tax plan reached my desk, 
the Democratic leadership in Congress was 
saying that they wanted to break faith with 
the American people and turn tax reform 
into a tax hike. You know, the truth is those 
folks never met a tax they didn’t like. 
[Laughter] When it comes to spending your 
hard-earned money, they act like they’ve 
got your credit card in their pocket. And 
believe me, they never leave home without 
it. [Laughter] But you, the American 
people, you know the truth. We don’t have 
a deficit because we’re taxed too little. We 
have a deficit because Congress spends too 
much. Now, isn’t it about time the Congress 
started protecting the family budget instead 
of fattening the Federal budget? [Applause] 

The contrast between us and the leaders 
of the other party is just as apparent when 
it comes to judicial appointments. Now, you 
know a President appoints judges, but they 
have to be confirmed by the United States 
Senate, or they don’t become a judge. Since 
I began appointing Federal judges to be 
approved by people like Mack Mattingly in 
the Republican Senate, the Federal judici- 
ary has become tougher, much tougher, on 
criminals. Criminals are going to jail more 
often, and they’re receiving longer sen- 
tences. Over and over, the Democratic 
leadership has tried in the Senate to torpe- 
do our choices for judges. And that’s where 
Mack Mattingly can make all the difference. 
Without him and the Republican majority 
in the Senate, we’ll find liberals like Joe 
Biden and a certain fellow from Massachu- 
setts deciding who our judges are. I'll bet 
you will agree: I’d rather have a Judiciary 
Committee headed by Strom Thurmond 
than one run by Joe Biden or Teddy Ken- 
nedy. 

You know, I can’t resist telling another 
story here. There was a Democratic fund- 
raiser. And when the people were coming 


out of the affair at the end of it, there was a 
kid outside with some puppies. And he was 
holding up these puppies one by one, and 
he was saying, “Pups for sale. Democratic 
pups for sale.” And 2 weeks later the Re- 
publicans held a fundraiser in the same 
place, and the same kid was there with the 
puppies. And he was now holding up Re- 
publican puppies for sale. And a newspaper 
reporter who had seen him 2 weeks before 
said, “Hey, kid, wait a minute. Last time 
here, 2 weeks ago, you were trying to sell 
those puppies as Democrat puppies. Now 
you say they’re Republican puppies. How 
come?” The kid said, “Now they got their 
eyes open.” 

Ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come now 
to an issue that transcends in importance 
even all the other crucial matters that I’ve 
mentioned: my most solemn duty as Presi- 
dent, the safety of the American people and 
the security of these United States. 

Here, too, because of the support of men 
like Mack Mattingly, we’ve been able to 
restore America’s strength, as he told you. 
There’s nothing I’m prouder of than the 2 
million young men and women who make 
up the Armed Forces of the United States. 
The only place where our opponents try to 
cut spending is with regard to the defense 
budget. And let me tell you, if we ever 
have to ask those young people to put their 
lives on the line for the United States of 
America, then they deserve to have the 
finest weapons and equipment that money 
can buy. And we’re going to see that they 
get them. 

Because of our young men and women in 
uniform, things really have changed around 
the world. You know, America used to wear 
a “Kick Me” sign around its neck. We 
threw that sign away, and it now reads, 
“Don’t Tread on Me.” Today every nickel- 
and-dime dictator around the world knows 
that if he tangles with the United States of 
America, he will have to pay a price. And 
one other thing I’m especially proud of: 
After 6 years of this administration, not 1 
square inch of territory has been lost to 
communism, and one small country, Grena- 
da, has been set free. 

And finally, there's another special ac- 
complishment. We must never forget that it 
was our decision to move ahead with SDI, 
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that’s Strategic Defense Initiative—a de- 
fense initiative against ballistic missiles. It’s 
that that brought the Soviet Union to the 
negotiating table, the bargaining table. And 
today we’re dealing with the Soviet Union 
from a position of strength. And let me 
pledge to you today: Our goal today is to 
save the West from mutual nuclear terror, 
to make ballistic missiles obsolete, and ulti- 
mately to eliminate them from the face of 
the Earth. 

In Iceland we came closer to real arms 
reduction than ever before, but Mr. Gorba- 
chev decided to make progress hostage to 
demands that we kill SDI. I had to remind 
him that SDI is America’s insurance policy 
to protect us from accidents or some 
madman who might come along, as they 
have in past history, or just in case the Sovi- 
ets don’t keep their side of the bargain. And 
I had to remind Mr. Gorbachev of my 
pledge to the American people to never 
abandon SDI and that in America when you 
give your word, you keep your word. 

Audience. SDI! SDI! SDI! 

The President. Thank you. [Laughter] 
Well, and keeping my word was what I 
tried to do in Iceland. 

What we need in Washington is a Con- 
gress that won’t give away at the confer- 
ence table what we refused to surrender at 
the negotiating table in Reykjavik, Iceland. 
No responsible President should rely solely 
on a piece of paper for his country’s safety. 
As a matter of fact, a good friend of mine 
and a great student of history has written a 
book I recommend, certainly to anyone in 
public life. It’s called “The Treaty Trap,” 
and it is a history of treaties going clear 
back beyond the birth of Chirst. And histo- 
ry shows that any nation that depended on 
paper, a treaty, to protect its interests in- 
stead of keeping its hardware up—that 
nation didn’t stay around very long to write 
many of our pages in history. No responsi- 
ble President should rely solely on a piece 
of paper for this country’s safety. The 
record on Soviet treaty violations is clear. 
We can either bet on American technology 
to keep us safe or on Soviet promises, and 
each has its own track record. And I'll bet 
on our technology any time. 

I know this crowd couldn’t be here in this 
place unless among you there were a 
number of Democrats. No, I want you to 
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know. No, I know that during these past 6 
years as President I have relied again and 
again upon the support of Democrats like 
those who would be present at this gather- 
ing. And I thank them. As you may know, I 
was a Democrat once myself, until I learned 
that the liberal leadership of that party had 
gotten completely out of step with the 
hard-working, patriotic members of the 
Democrat Party—the rank and file who 
make up that party across the Nation. Now, 
I know how tough it can be to break with 
tradition, but remember what Winston 
Churchill said when in the British Parlia- 
ment he changed parties. He said, “Some 
men change principle for party, and others 
change party for principle.” 

Here in Georgia the choice couldn’t be 
any clearer this year. While Mack and I 
have been a team, Mack’s opponent has 
voted against me more often than any other 
member of the Georgia delegation. He was 
the only Georgian opposed to the balanced 
budget amendment and he voted against 
the B-1 bomber, the Peacekeeper missile, 
strategic defense, and 13 times against help- 
ing the freedom fighters in Central Amer- 
ica. And according to the Veterans of For- 
eign Wars, he voted against veterans more 
often than anyone in the entire United 
States Congress. 

Ladies and gentlemen, the eyes of Amer- 
ica are on you and your great State. Will 
you choose the Democratic leaders who in 
1980 weakened our nation and nearly 
brought our economy to its knees, who 
raised your taxes and have announced their 
plans to do so again, who oppose our efforts 
to build a defense to protect us from attack 
by nuclear ballistic missiles? Or will you 
choose to give the cleanup crew of 1980 a 
chance to finish the job? 

Well, now, just to be sure where you 
stand, I thought I’d conduct an informal 
poll. [Laughter] So, speak up loudly, and let 
all America hear. 

The President. Do you want to go back to 
the days of big spending, high taxes, and 
runaway inflation? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want Ted Kenne- 
dy or Joe Biden controlling the confirma- 
tion of Federal court judges? 

Audience. No-o-o! 
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The President. Do you want to return to 
policies that gave us a weak and vacillating 
America? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Now, would you rather 
have low taxes, low inflation, and low inter- 
est rates? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Would you rather have an 
America that is strong, proud, and free? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. And do you want Mack 
Mattingly as your Senator from the great 
State of Georgia? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Thank you. 

Audience. Six more years! Six more years! 
Six more years! 

The President. Thank you. You just made 
my day, and you didn’t make Mack unhap- 
py either. 

You know, my name will never appear on 
a ballot again, but if you’d like to vote for 
me one more time, you can do so by voting 
for Mack Mattingly. 

Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. Six more years! 

Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you. Thank you. If 
you mean I should live 4 more, I’m with 
you. 

But important as this election will be to 
me, it'll be even more important to you, 
and especially to you young people, for it’ll 
shape our nation’s future. Every poll shows 
that the age group from 18 to 24 has the 
highest percentage in support of us and 
what we’ve been doing. But every poll also 
shows that that same age group, 18 to 24, 
has the lowest voter turnout. So, to all of 
you young people here: Exercise your 
sacred right as an American, participate in 
shaping history itself by going to the polls 
and casting your vote. And also, when you 
leave here, it it’s your intention to do that, 
go out as missionaries and buttonhole your 
friends and tell them to get to the polls and 
vote. They’re needed. I was going to ask if I 
could count on you, but you’ve already 
given me that answer. 

You know, back in World War II, General 
George Marshall, then the Chief of Staff of 
our Army, was asked by someone as we 


entered that terrible, great war if we had a 
secret weapon and, if so what was it. And 
General Marshall said: “Yes. And our secret 
weapon is just the best blankety-blank kids 
in the world.” I think if the General were 
here today, I think the General would say 
of this generation of yours, you young 
people, once again, “the best blankety- 
blank kids in the world.” 

Well, it’s time to go now. But before leav- 
ing, I’d just like to say that people my age 
deeply believe that it’s our duty to turn 
over to you young people, you young Amer- 
icans the same freedom and opportunity 
that our parents and grandparents handed 
on to us. Sometimes those of us—my own 
generation and generations between mine 
and yours—sometimes we slipped up and 
let things get out of hand, as we did several 
years ago. But that has to be our sacred 
pledge. And when we look at you—when 
we see your openness, your enthusiam for 
America and for life itself—it gives us heart. 
My friends, in casting your vote for Mack 
Mattingly, you’ll be winning one for your- 
selves, for Georgia, and for America. 

Thank you. God bless you. Thank you 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. in 
the Columbus Municipal Auditorium. 

Following his remarks, the President at- 
tended a reception for major donors to the 
Georgia State Republican Party in the au- 
diiorium. He then traveled to Birmingham, 
AL. 


Birmingham, Alabama 





Remarks at a Rally for Senator Jeremiah A. 
Denton. October 28, 1986 





Thank you all very much—our Republi- 
can State Chairman, Emory Folmer, and I 
thank you, Senator Denton, for that kind 
introduction. And a special thanks to the 
Berry High School Band, the Hewitt Trus- 
ville High School Band, the Fayette County 
High School Band, and the Cleveland High 
School Band. 
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You know, I can’t help but see the young 
people here in the audience, and I have a 
special message for all of you from my 
roommate. [Laughter] She said, “When it 
comes to drugs, please—for yourselves, for 
your families, for your future and your 
country—just say no.” 

Well, it’s great to be here with Bill 
McFarland. Bill will make Alabama a great 
Congressman in the mold of Bill Dickinson 
and Sonny Callahan, and I hope you'll help 
him. And having been a Governor myself 
for some time, I think I recognize good 
Governor material when I see it, and be- 
lieve me, Guy Hunt is the best. You send 
him and his teammate, Don McGriff, to the 
State capital. And that brings me to today’s 
star and one of the all-star players in the 
U.S. Senate, a true American hero and a 
national treasure, Jerry Denton. 

You know, it’s wonderful to be here in 
Alabama. And you know, I often say to my 
staff when we're taking off in Air Force 
One, it’s great to get out of Washington and 
get back to where the real people are. You 
probably know I couldn’t do this much trav- 
eling when Congress was in session, as Jerry 
Denton will tell you. That’s because some of 
those folks need watching. [Laughter] Now, 
I’m not attacking the institution of the Con- 
gress, but among the Members of the Con- 
gress, there are some that they remind 
me—in their actions and their outlook on 
government—of the three fellows that 
came out of a building one day and found 
they’d locked themselves out of their car. 
And the first one said, “Well, if somebody 
will get me a wire coathanger, I'll straight- 
en that out, and I know how to trip the 
handle, and I can get the car open.” And 
the second one says, “We can’t do that. 
Someone will think we’re stealing the car.” 
And the third one said, “Well, we better do 
something pretty quick, because it’s starting 
to rain and the top’s down.” [Laughter] 

That story says so much about how the 
tax-and-tax and spend-and-spend policies 
left our country just a few years ago: nega- 
tive growth, double-digit inflation, the high- 
est interest rates since—get ready—the War 
Between the States. And so, as a part of the 
1980 cleanup crew for the worst economic 
mess since the Great Depression, Jerry 
Denton and I headed for Washington. We 
cut government growth, slashed regula- 
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tions, and cut income taxes almost 25 per- 
cent. And today we’re enjoying one of the 
longest economic expansions in history, cre- 
ating over 11% million new jobs in the last 
47 months—more jobs than Western 
Europe and Japan combined have created 
in the past 10 years. Inflation has plummet- 
ed from more than 12 percent to 1.8 per- 
cent. The prime interest rate has fallen by 
two-thirds. Mortgage and auto loan rates 
are down. You know, all those people that 
were making fun of us and getting mad at 
us and so forth and saying that it wouldn’t 
work—I realized it was working when they 
stopped calling it Reaganomics. [Laughter] 

Just days ago we learned that the figure 
that represents the country’s economic 
growth, the gross national product, and 
some other indicators show our economy 
gathering momentum for even more 
growth, higher take-home pay, and more 
new jobs. In short, we’re headed for a 
second boom. I’m determined to see that 
those who still are not sharing fully in our 
nation’s prosperity do so. And I give you my 
pledge: Neither Jerry nor I will be satisfied 
until this expansion reaches every sector of 
our economy and until every American who 
wants a job has a job. 

Now, to broaden our expansion, I signed 
into law last week the most sweeping 
reform of the Tax Code in our nation’s his- 
tory. For more than 80 percent of Ameri- 
cans, it means a top tax rate of 15 percent 
or less, and that’s why I call it Tax Cut II. 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
the fair share tax plan reached my desk, the 
Democratic leadership in Congress was 
saying that they wanted to break faith with 
the American people and turn tax reform 
into a tax hike. You know, the truth is those 
people never saw a tax they didn’t like. 
[Laughter] And when it comes to spending 
your hard-earned money, they act like 
they’ve got your credit card in their pocket. 
And believe me, they never leave home 
without it. [Laughter] The American people 
know the truth: We don’t have a deficit 
because we’re taxed too little; we have a 
deficit because Congress spends too much. 
Isn’t it about time the Congress started pro- 
tecting the family budget instead of fatten- 
ing the Federal budget? 
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The contrast between us and the leaders 
of the other party is just as apparent when 
it comes to judicial appointments. Now, you 
realize that the President appoints the Fed- 
eral judges, but they can’t be a judge unless 
they are approved by the Senate. Well, 
since I began appointing Federal judges to 
be approved by people like Jerry Denton in 
the Republican Senate, the Federal judici- 
ary has become tougher, much tougher, on 
criminals. Criminals are going to jail more 
often and receiving longer sentences. Over 
and over again, the Democratic leadership 
has tried in the Senate to torpedo our 
choices for judges. And that’s where Jerry 
Denton can make all the difference. With- 
out him and the Republican majority in the 
Senate, we'll find liberals like Joe Biden and 
a certain fellow from Massachusetts decid- 
ing who our judges are going to be. I just 
bet you'll agree: I’d rather have a Judiciary 
Committee headed by Strom Thurmond, as 
it is, than one run by Joe Biden or Teddy 
Kennedy. [Applause] 

I don’t know why, but around about here 
I always feel like telling a story. And maybe 
some of you have heard it, but then you’ve 
got to remember that after you pass 40 you 
begin telling stories over and over again. 
[Laughter] 

This is a story about a Democratic fund- 
raiser in a downtown hotel. And when they 
started coming out of the fundraiser, there 
was a kid outside with a bunch of puppies. 
And he was holding them up, and he was 
saying, “Buy a puppy, a Democrat puppy. 
Buy a Democrat puppy.” Two weeks later 
the Republicans held a fundraiser there, 
and as they started coming out, here was 
the same kid with the puppies. And he was 
saying, “Buy a Republican puppy. Buy a 
Republican puppy.” And a newspaperman 
who was there and had been there 2 weeks 
before said, “Wait a minute, kid. You were 
here 2 weeks ago with those puppies, and 
you were calling them Democrat puppies. 
Now you are calling them Republican pup- 
pies. How come?” Kid says, “Now they’ve 
got their eyes open.” [Laughter] 

But, ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come 
now to an issue that transcends in impor- 
tance even all the other crucial issues that 
I’ve mentioned: My most solemn duty as 
President is the safety of the American 
people and the security of these United 


States. Here, too, because of the support of 
men like Jerry Denton, we’ve been able to 
restore America’s strength. There’s nothing 
I'm prouder of than the 2 millién young 
men and women who make up the Armed 
Forces of the United States. And let me tell 
you: If we must ever ask them to put their 
lives on the line for the United States of 
America, then they deserve to have the 
finest weapons and equipment that money 
can buy. And with Jerry Denton’s help, 
we're going to see that they get them. 

Because of our young men and women in 
uniform, things have really changed around 
the world. You know, America used to wear 
a “Kick Me” sign around its neck. We 
threw that sign away. Now it reads, “Don’t 
Tread on Me.” It’s still a difficult and dan- 
gerous world out there, but with Jerry’s 
help, we’ve made ourselves stronger and 
better prepared to deal with it. And I just 
have to believe that with Jeremiah Denton 
chairing the Senate Subcommittee on Secu- 
rity and Terrorism every nickel-and-dime 
dictator around the world knows that if he 
tangles with the United States of America, 
he will have a price to pay. Another thing 
I’m especially proud of: After 6 years of this 
administration, not 1 square inch of terrori- 
tory has been lost to Communist, and one 
small country, Grenada, has been set free. 

And finally, there’s another special ac- 
complishment. We must never forget that it 
was our decision to move ahead with SDI, 
the Strategic Defense Initiative against bal- 
listic missiles, that brought the Soviet Union 
to the bargaining table. Now, today we're 
dealing with the Soviet Union from a posi- 
tion of strength. And let me pledge to you 
today: Our goal is to save the West from 
mutual nuclear terror, to make ballistic mis- 
siles obsolete, and ultimately to remove 
them from the face of the Earth. 

I think it’s a travesty that we should be 
engaged in what was called mutual assured 
destruction, the MAD policy. And_ this 
meant that, well, we'll both have so many 
weapons pointed at each other and no de- 
fense against them that maybe we'll be 
scared to shoot at each other first. That 
doesn’t make me sleep easier at night. 

In Iceland we came closer to real arms 
reduction than ever before, but Mr. Gorba- 
chev decided to make progress hostage to 
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demands that we kill SDI. I had to remind 
him that SDI is America’s insurance policy 
to protect us from accidents or some 
madman who might come along, as a Hitler 
came along, or just in case the Soviets don’t 
keep their side of the bargain. And I had to 
remind Mr. Gorbachev of my pledge to the 
American people to never abandon SDI and 
that in America when you give your word, 
you keep your word. So, that’s all I did in 
Iceland was try to keep my word. 

What we need in Washington is a Con- 
gress that won’t give away at the confer- 
ence table what we refused to surrender at 
the negotiating table in Reykjavik, Iceland. 
No responsible President should rely solely 
on a piece of paper for his country’s safety. 
The record on Soviet treaty violations is 
clear. We can either bet on American tech- 
nology to keep us safe or on Soviet prom- 
ises. Each has its own track record. And I'll 
bet on American technology any time. 

Now, you know, in a crowd like this and 
in this place, there must be many Demo- 
crats. I want you to know that during these 
past 6 years as President I’ve relied again 
and again upon the support of Democrats 
like you who are here today, and I thank 
you. As you may know, I used to be a Dem- 
ocrat myself until I learned that the liberal 
leadership of that party had become com- 
pletely out of step with the hard-working 
and patriotic men and women who make 
up the Democratic Party across this nation. 
I know how tough it can be to break with 
tradition. As a matter of fact, after I had 
decided that I could no longer follow that 
leadership and I began campaigning for Re- 
publican candidates, I still hadn’t gotten 
around to reregistering. And then one night 
I was speaking to a Republican fundraiser. 
And a woman stood up right in the middle 
of my speech, out there in the audience, 
and she said, “Have you reregistered?” And 
I said, “Not yet, but I’m going to.” She said, 
“I’m a registrar.” She came right down the 
center aisle—{laughter|—put it on the 
podium, and I signed up and then said, 
“Now, where was I?” Well, we have to re- 
member what Winston Churchill said. He 
was in the British Parliament, and he 
changed parties. And he was criticized for 
that. And he said, “Some men change prin- 
ciple for party, others change party for 
principle.” 
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Ladies and gentlemen, the eyes of Amer- 
ica are on you and your great State. Will 
you choose the Democratic leaders who in 
1980 weakened our nation and nearly 
brought its economy to its knees, who 
raised your taxes and have announced their 
plans to do so again, who oppose our efforts 
to rebuild or build a defense to protect us 
from attack by nuclear ballistic missiles? Or 
will you choose to give the cleanup crew of 
1980 a chance to finish the job? 

You know, my name will never appear on 
a ballot again, but if you’d like to vote for 
me one more time, you can do so by voting 
for Jerry. But important as this election will 
be to me, it'll be even more important to 
you, and especially to you young people, 
because it’s going to shape our nation’s 
future. And every pol! shows that the age 
group from 18 to 24 has the highest per- 
centage of that group on our side. But 
every poll shows just as clearly that in that 
same age group, 18 to 24, you have the 
lowest voter turnout. So, to you young 
people here: Not only go out prepared to 
vote, but go out as missionaries and button- 
hole your friends and tell them to get on 
the ball and vote. That’s the only way 
you're going to have a voice in what kind of 
a country you’re going to live in. Now, exer- 
cise your sacred right as Americans and par- 
ticipate in shaping history itself. And, as I 
say, do it by casting your vote. 

And you know something? I goofed a 
little while ago when I started in. I forgot to 
mention the Oak Grove High School Band. 
[Applause] All right. 

You know, you young people—and I 
knew a time when I was a Governor of 
California when I couldn’t have said what 
I’m going to say now. I’ve been all over the 
country. I’ve been on campuses. I’ve been 
in schools. I’ve been visiting with our young 
men and women in uniform in our military 
bases. Back in the beginning of World War 
II, General George C. Marshall was the 
Chief of Staff of our Army. And someone 
asked him, as we went into that terrible 
war, did we have a secret weapon, and if so, 
what? And George C. Marshall said: “Yes, 
we have a secret weapon. It’s just the best 
blankety-blank kids in the world.” And after 
all that I’ve seen crisscrossing this country 
about your generation, if George Marshall 
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was around, he’d say you’re the best blan- 
kety-blank kids in the world. 

Well, it’s coming on time to go now. But 
before leaving, I'd just like to say that 
people my age deeply believe that it’s our 
duty to turn over to you young Americans 
the same freedom and opportunity that our 
parents and grandparents handed on to us 
when it came our turn. And when we look 
at you and when we see your openness, 
your enthusiasm for America and for life 
itself, it gives us heart. 

I just want to close by saying a few words 
about this man I’m honored to call my 
friend, Jerry Denton. It makes you proud to 
be in government when you can work with 
someone like Jerry. And whenever I’m with 
him, I can’t help but think back to that 
time when, after unimaginable suffering in 
a North Vietnamese prison camp, Jerry 
stepped from his plane onto U.S. soil for the 
first time in nearly 8 years. And then when 
I saw you, Jerry, that morning on television 
in Sacramento, with no idea that we’d be 
standing together now—but today I think 
we can all say with you what those of us 
who were watching and saw you say then— 
the simplest and truest words ever spoken 
by a human being, after all of that misery— 
he said, “God bless America.” 

Thank you. God bless you all, and God 
bless America. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. at 
the Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center. He 
was introduced by Senator Denton. 

Following his remarks, the President met 
with major donors to the Alabama State 
Republican Party at the center. He then 
traveled to Charlotte, NC. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 





Remarks at a Rally for Senator James T. 
Broyhill. October 28, 1986 





The President. Thank you all. And before 
I get into my remarks here—I’ve just 
learned upon arrival that many of our 
friends in South Carolina are with us today 
by way of radio and television, so if you'll 
permit me, I’d just like to extend my best 


wishes to two outstanding Congressmen, 
the next Governor and Lieutenant Gover- 
nor of South Carolina, Carroll Campbell 
and Tommy Harkin. 

But thanks, all of you. My heartfelt thanks 
to some bands that make beautiful music: 
the Bessemer City Yellowjackets, the Ash- 
brook Green Wave, the Hunter House Hus- 
kies, the Olympic Trojans, and the Lincoln- 
ton Wolf Pack. 

But thank you, Jim, for that kind intro- 
duction. And I want you and every one 
here to know what an honor it is to share 
this platform with so many of North Caroli- 
na’s finest public officials devoted to their 
State and Nation—my friends, Governor 
Jim Martin and Congressmen Alex McMil- 
lan and Bill Hendon. And since you and I 
both need Alex McMillan in Washington, 
could I ask the people of this congressional 
district a favor? On November 4th, send 
him back—send them both back. And I vio- 
lated protocol there in the order of reading 
them off, but also Senator Jesse Helms. 

I can’t help but see the young people 
here in the audience, and I have a special 
message to you from my roommate. 
[Laughter] She said to tell you when it 
comes to drugs, please—for yourselves, for 
your families, for your future and your 
country—just say no. 

Well, it’s wonderful to be here in North 
Carolina. You know, as I often say to my 
staff when we're taking off in Air Force 
One, it’s great to get out of Washington and 
get back to where the real people are. You 
probably know I couldn’t do this much trav- 
eling when Congress was in session, as Jim 
Broyhill will tell you. That’s because some 
of those folks need watching. [Laughter] 
I’m not talking against the institution of the 
Congress; I believe in it. I’m just talking 
about some individuals there and their ap- 
proach to government. 

They remind me of three fellows that 
came out of a building and found they'd 
locked themselves out of their car. And one 
of them said, “Get me a wire coathanger, 
and I can straighten it out, and I can get in 
and trip the handle and get us in.” And the 
second one said, “You can’t do that. People 
will think we're stealing the car.” And the 
third one said, “Well, we’d better do some- 
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thing pretty quick, because it’s starting to 
rain and the top’s down.” [Laughter] 

But that story says so much about how 
the tax-and-tax, spend-and-spend policies 
left our country just a few short years ago: 
negative growth, double-digit inflation, the 
highest interest rates since—get ready—the 
War Between the States. And so, as part of 
that 1980 cleanup crew for the worst eco- 
nomic mess since the Great Depression, Jim 
Broyhill and I headed for Washington. We 
cut government growth, slashed regula- 
tions, and cut income taxes almost 25 per- 
cent. Today we’re enjoying one of the long- 
est economic recoveries—expansions, I 
should say, not recovery anymore, in histo- 
ry, creating over 11% million new jobs in 
the last 47 months. That’s more jobs than 
Western Europe and Japan combined have 
created in the past 10 years. Inflation has 
plummeted from more than 12 percent to 
1.8 percent. The prime interest rate has 
fallen by two-thirds. Mortgage and auto 
loans are down. And, you know, all of those 
people that didn’t like it and were making 
fun of it and criticizing me and so forth—I 
could tell it was succeeding when they 
stopped calling it Reaganomics. 

Now, just days ago we learned that the 
figure that represents the country’s eco- 
nomic growth, the gross national product, 
and some other indications show our econo- 
my gathering momentum for even more 
growth, higher take-home pay, and more 
new jobs. In short, we’re headed for a 
second boom. And I’m determined to see 
that those who still are not sharing fully in 
our nation’s prosperity do so. And I give 
you my pledge: Neither Jim nor I will be 
satisfied, nor these others here on the plat- 
form, until this expansion reaches every 
sector of our economy and until every 
American who wants a job gets one. 

To broaden our expansion, I signed into 
law last week the most sweeping reform of 
the Tax Code in our nation’s history. For 
more than 80 percent of Americans, it 
means a top tax rate of 15 percent or less, 
and that’s why I call it Tax Cut II. 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
this fair tax plan reached my desk, the 
Democratic leadership in Congress was 
saying that they wanted to break faith with 
the American people and turn tax reform 
into a tax hike. Now, you know, the truth is 
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those folks never met a tax they didn’t like. 
[Laughter] When it comes to spending your 
hard-earned money, they act like they’ve 
got your credit card in their pockets. And 
believe me, they never leave home without 
it. [Laughter] The American people know 
the truth: We don’t have a deficit because 
we're taxed too little; we have a deficit be- 
cause Congress spends too much. Isn’t it 
about time that they start protecting the 
family budget instead of fattening the Fed- 
eral budget? [Applause] 

The contrast between us and the leaders 
of the other party is just as apparent when 
it comes to judicial appointments. Maybe 
some of the younger people, particularly, 
don’t know that while I appoint the Federal 
judges, they have to be approved by the 
United States Senate. And since I’ve begun 
appointing Federal judges to be approved 
by people like Jim Broyhill in the Republi- 
can Senate, the Federal judiciary has 
become tougher, much tougher, on crimi- 
nals. Criminals are going to jai! more often 
and receiving longer sentences. Over and 
over, the Democratic leadership has tried in 
the Senate to torpedo our choices for 
judges. And that’s where Jim Broyhill can 
make all the difference. Without him and 
the Republican majority in the Senate, we’ll 
find liberals like Joe Biden and a certain 
fellow from Massachusetts deciding who our 
judges are. And I'll bet you'll agree: I'd 
rather have a Judiciary Committee headed 
by Strom Thurmond than one run by Joe 
Biden or Ted Kennedy. [Applause] And for 
that matter, I'd rather have an Agriculture 
Committee chaired by Jesse Helms than by 
a Senator who doesn’t know the problems 
of the farmers in this part of the country. 

You know, as I say, I’m talking about just 
some Members up there on the Hill that 
cause all of these problems. They remind 
me of a time when the Democrats were 
holding a fundraiser in a downtown hotel. 
And when they came out of the fundraiser, 
there was a kid there with some puppies. 
And he was trying to sell them as the 
people came out. He was saying, “Buy a 
Democrat puppy. Buy a Democrat puppy.” 
Well, 2 weeks later the Republicans were 
holding a fundraiser in the same hotel. And 
as they were coming out, here was the 
same kid with the same puppies. And he 
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was saying, “Buy a Republican puppy. Buy 
a Republican puppy.” And a newspaperman 
who’d been there the 2 weeks before recog- 
nized him, and he said, “Hey, wait a 
minute. You were here 2 weeks ago, and 
you were selling those as Democrat pup- 
pies. Now you say they’re Republican pup- 
pies. How come?” And the kid said, “Well, 
now their eyes are open.” [Laughter] 

But, ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come 
now to an issue that transcends in impor- 
tance even all the other crucial matters that 
I’ve mentioned: my most solemn duty as 
President, the safety of the American 
people and the security of these United 
States. Here, too, because of the support of 
men like Jim Broyhill, we’ve been able to 
restore America’s strength. There’s nothing 
I’m prouder of than the 2 million young 
men and women who make up the Armed 
Forces of the United States. And with all 
those who would hack away at the budget 
for the Defense Department, let me tell 
you: If we must ever ask these young 
people to put their lives on the line for the 
United States of America, then they deserve 
to have the finest weapons and equipment 
that money can buy and Jim Broyhill’s help. 
We're going to see they get them. 

You know, because of our young men and 
women in uniform, things really have 
changed around the world. You know, 
America used to wear a “Kick Me” sign 
around its neck. Well, we threw that sign 
away. Now it reads, “Don’t Tread on Me.” 
Today every  nickel-and-dime dictator 
around the world knows that if he tangles 
with the United States of America, he’ll 
have to pay a price. One other thing I’m 
especially proud of: After 6 years of this 
administration, not 1 square inch of terri- 
tory has been lost to communism, and one 
small country, Grenada, has been set free. 

And finally, there’s another special ac- 
complishment. We must never forget that it 
was our decision, as Jim has told you, to 
move ahead with SDI, that’s Strategic De- 
fense Initiative against ballistic missiles— 
that brought the Soviet Union to the bar- 
gaining table. Today we’re dealing with the 
Soviet Union from a position of strength, as 
Jim said. And let me pledge to you today: 
Our goal is to save the West from mutual 
nuclear terror, to make ballistic missiles ob- 


solete, and ultimately to eliminate them 
from the face of the Earth. 

In Iceland we came closer to real arms 
reduction than ever before, but Mr. Gorba- 
chev decided to make progress hostage to 
demands that we kill SDI. Well, I had to 
remind him that SDI is America’s insurance 
policy to protect us from accidents or some 
madman who might come along, like Hitler 
did, or just in case the Soviets don’t keep 
their side of the bargain. And I had to 
remind Mr. Gorbachev of my pledge to the 
American people to never abandon SDI and 
that in America when you give your word, 
you keep your word. So, that’s what I tried 
to do in Iceland—was keep my word. 

What we need in Washington is.a Con- 
gress that won’t give away at the confer- 
ence table what we refused to surrender at 
the negotiating table in Reykjavik, Iceland. 
Now, no responsible President should rely 
solely on a piece of paper for his country’s 
safety. To those of you who might like some 
heavy reading, a friend of mine and a great 
student of history, Larry Beilenson, au- 
thored a book some years ago called “The 
Treaty Trap.” He had done exhaustive re- 
search on the history of treaties going back 
thousands of years. And he had found that 
no country which ever put its faith in the 
paper of a treaty and let its hardware go 
away ever stayed around very long to add 
more pages to history. So, no responsible 
President should rely solely on a piece of 
paper for his country’s safety. The record of 
Soviet treaty violation is clear. We can 
either bet on American technology to keep 
us safe or on Soviet promises. Each has its 
own track record. I'll bet on American tech- 
nology any day. 

Now, we can—— 

Audience member. We love you, Mr. 
President! 

The President. Thank you. Well, I love all 
of you. In a crowd like this, in this place, 
there must be a number of Democrats. 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Yes, yes. Now, wait a 
minute—yes. Hear me out. I want you to 
know that during these past 6 years as 
President I’ve relied again and again upon 
the support of Democrats like those who 
would be here in this gathering, and I 
thank them. Now, as you may know, I used 
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to be a Democrat myself until I learned 
that the liberal leadership of that party had 
become completely out of step with mil- 
lions of hard-working and patriotic men and 
women who make up the Democratic Party 
across this country. I know how tough it can 
be to break with tradition, but remember 
what Winston Churchill said—a Member of 
Parliament in England, and he changed 
parties. And he was roundly criticized. His 
reply was, “Some men change principle for 
party, and some others change party for 
principle.” 

With all these bands around, I have to tell 
you a little thing that helps illustrate this. I 
was the drum major of a boys band in 
Dixon, Illinois, when we were invited to 
lead the parade in a nearby town on Deco- 
ration Day. And the marshal of the parade 
on a big white horse was up in front, but 
then he turned and galloped back down the 
parade to see that everything was coming 
along all right. And I was out in front 
pumping my baton, and the band was play- 
ing, and we were marching down the 
street. And suddenly I began to think the 
music was sounding fainter and fainter. 
[Laughter] And I turned around, took a 
look. It seems he had ridden back up just in 
time to turn the band down the street to 
the right—{laughter|—and I, like the 
Democratic leaders of today, was going 
down the street all by myself. 

Here in North Carolina, the choice 
couldn’t be any clearer. To begin with, Jim 
Broyhill led the fight for our historic tax cut 
of 1981. Indeed, after we’d achieved the 
final victory, I invited him into the Oval 
Office for a private meeting. What I wanted 
to do was express my thanks. Here in North 
Carolina alone, the tax cuts and other meas- 
ures that Jim Broyhill helped to enact have 
led to the creation of countless more jobs. 

Now, that’s Jim Broyhill’s record. He’s ac- 
tually cut your taxes and helped create new 
jobs. And then there’s Jim’s opponent. He 
has a long, long record of doing pretty 
much the opposite. He was raising your 
taxes back when I was still making motion 
pictures. [Laughter] 

‘And if I could interject something here: 
One position taken by Jim’s opponent really 
touched my temperature control. As Com- 
mander in Chief, every day I see the 
threats posed by terrorists and strongmen 
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to our men and women in uniform. Then I 
learn that Jim’s opponent has stated that in 
foreign policy America behaves like a bully- 
boy in the schoolyard. Imagine that, Jim’s 
opponent still believes in blaming America 
first. Well, I don’t believe the people of this 
great State want a Senator like that. 


Audience. No-o-o! 


The President. | believe you want a Sena- 
tor like Jim Broyhill, a Senator who believes 
in peace through strength. 

And this, then, is what it comes down to. 
In Jim’s opponent you have a man who 
would vote to raise your taxes, vote to 
weaken our defenses, and vote to blame 
America first. But in Jim Broyhill you have 
a Senator with more than two decades of 
experience at getting things done for the 
people of North Carolina; a Senator who 
believes, as I say, in peace through strength, 
who led the fight to cut your taxes and 
create new jobs; and a Senator who believes 
in the goodness and decency of the Ameri- 
can people and in the greatness of our 
nation. The truth is, the best man for the 
job is already on the job. 


Ladies and gentlemen, the eyes of Amer- 
ica are on you and your great State. Will 
you choose the Democratic leaders who in 
1980 weakened our nation and nearly 
brought our economy to its knees, who 
raised your taxes and have announced their 
plans to do so again, and who opposed ef- 
forts to build a defense to protect us from 
attack by nuclear ballistic missiles? Or will 
you choose to give the cleanup crew of 
1980 a chance to finish the job? 


You know, my name will never appear on 
a ballot again, but if you’d like to vote for 
me one more time, you can do so by voting 
for Jim Broyhill. But important as this elec- 
tion will be to me, it’ll be even more impor- 
tant to you, and especially to all you young 
people, for it’ll shape our nation’s future. 
Every poll shows that the age group be- 
tween 18 and 24 gives us and what we’re 
doing the highest support of any age group. 
But now—wait a minute, there’s more— 
every poll shows just as clearly that it’s that 
same age group, 18 to 24, that has the 
lowest voter turnout. So, to you young 
people who are in that group: Exercise your 
sacred right as an American, participate in 
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shaping history itself by going to the polls 
and casting your vote. Can I count on you? 
[Applause] 


But having said that, I’d want to say I’m 
so pleased that so many of you are here, 
and even these much younger than that 
group who are here that I’m looking at. 
Because, you know, at the beginning of 
World War II, as we entered that terrible 
war, someone asked the Chief of Staff of 
the Army, General George C. Marshall, if 
the United States had a secret weapon, and 
if so, what was it. And General Marshall 
said, “Yes, we have a secret weapon. It’s the 
best blankety-blank kids in the world.” And 
I've been all over the country, and I’ve 
seen your fellows of your generation. And I 
want to tell you if General Marshall was 
around today he’d say, once again, you are 
the best blankety-blank kids in the world. 


In reality, even to the youngest of you 
here, you’re what this election is all about. 
The people of my age, and those genera- 
tions between mine and yours—sometimes 
we've slowed down and let things get out of 
hand in this country. And then we’ve 
brought them back into line, because we 
have a sacred trust, and we have a pledge 
that we have to make. And that is that 
when it’s your turn to take over the country 
that we will be able to turn over to you the 
same kind of country of opportunity and 
freedom and strength that was turned over 
to us by our parents and grandparents. And 
when we look at you, when we see your 
openness, your enthusiasm for America and 
for life itself, it gives us heart to continue 
keeping that pledge to you. My friends, in 
casting your vote for Jim Broyhill, you'll be 
winning one for yourselves, you'll be win- 
ning one for North Carolina, and you'll be 
winning one for America. And will you for- 
give me if I say, you'll be winning one for 
the Gipper. 

Thank you all. God bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:16 p.m. in 
the Thurston Aviation Hangar at Charlotte- 
Douglas International Airport. He was in- 
troduced by Senator Broyhill. 

Following his remarks, the President re- 
turned to Washington, DC. 


Department of Transportation 
and Federal Maritime Commission 
Appropriations for Fiscal Year‘ 1987 





Memorandum Withholding Approval of 
H.R. 4175. October 28, 1986 





I am withholding my approval of H.R. 
4175, a bill “To authorize appropriations for 
fiscal year 1987 for certain maritime pro- 
grams of the Department of Transportation 
and the Federal Maritime Commission.” 

I am disapproving H.R. 4175 because it 
would not repeal the Maritime Administra- 
tion’s Title XI loan program, as I proposed 
in the 1987 Budget. This program is one of 
several Federal credit programs that I pro- 
posed to reduce or phase out in order to 
limit the government’s intervention in the 
Nation’s lending market. 

Achievement of our credit reform goals is 
important to the maritime industry and the 
economy as a whole. The maritime industry 
must be encouraged to rely on the private 
credit market, without Federal interven- 
tion, as its source of capital if we are to 
continue our progress toward restoring that 
industry to full health. Borrowers in general 
must be freed from the government’s pre- 
emptive allocation of credit, which forces 
unsubsidized borrowers to pay more for 
credit and may result in some borrowers 
being “crowded out” entirely. 

I am also not approving H.R. 4175 be- 
cause it would continue to authorize appro- 
priations for financial assistance to State 
maritime schools. Such an authorization of 
appropriations is entirely inappropriate 
during this time of necessary fiscal restraint. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
October 28, 1986. 


Evansville, Indiana 





Remarks at a Rally for Richard McIntyre, 
Candidate for the U.S. House of 
Representatives. October 29, 1986 


The President. Thank you very much. Be- 
lieve me, Governor Orr, it’s great to be 
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back in your State again. And here on this 
30th anniversary of the opening of this par- 
ticular stadium, I don’t think I'll be as en- 
tertaining 30 years later here as the won- 
derful Harlem Globetrotters were then. Of 
course, I was just a small boy at the time. 
[Laughter] 

But let me start off by saluting some tre- 
mendous young people who have come out 
here to help us: the Castle High School 
Band, the Bedford North Lawrence High 
School Band, the Lincoln High School 
Band, the North High School Band, and the 
Reitz High School Choir. 


You know, Rick, and all of those nice 
things that you said about your good people 
here—I owe a tremendous debt to the 
people of Indiana. In the Presidential pri- 
maries and elections of 1976, 1980, and 
1984, you were always very supportive, and 
I just want you all to know that I was grate- 
ful then and I’m grateful today. And there’s 
another reason why I and many Americans 
feel gratitude to you. 


Incidentally, before I go on in my re- 
marks, too, I’m sorry that out there in the 
motorcade I had to miss Joan Moore’s sing- 
ing of our national anthem. 


Well, there’s another reason why I feel 
gratitude to all of you: You’ve sent to Wash- 
ington some of the finest Representatives in 
the Capital. And I refer here to Senators 
Dick Lugar, Dan Quayle, and a great Con- 
gressman like Dan Burton. And, as you 
know, I’m here today because I was hoping 
you could right a great injustice and send us 
one more Republican to the next section 
[session] * of the Congress. And I promise, 
I'll get to that in just a few moments. And 
believe me, as a farmer says, I intend to 
throw some hay down here where the goats 
can get at it. 


I can’t help but see these young people 
here in the audience, and I have a special 
message for all of you from my roommate. 
[Laughter] She said to tell you that when it 
comes to drugs, please—for yourselves, for 
your families, for your future, and your 
country—just say no. 


1 White House correction. 
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Well, it’s wonderful to be here in Indiana. 
As you know, as I often say to my staff 
when we're taking off in Air Force One, it’s 
great to get out of Washington and get back 
to where the real people are. Now, you 
probably know I couldn’t do this much trav- 
eling when Congress was in session. As Rick 
McIntyre will tell you, that’s because some 
of the folks back there need watching. 
[Laughter} Now, I am not taking a crack at 
the institution of the Congress; it’s fine. I’m 
talking about some individuals there. You 
know, they remind me, in the way they do 
governmental business—these ones I’m talk- 
ing about—of the three fellows that came 
out of a building and found they’d locked 
themselves out of their car. And one of 
them said, “Get me a wire coathanger. I 
can straighten it out, and I know how to 
trip the handle and get us in.” The second 
one said, “We can’t do that right out here. 
They'll think we’re stealing the car.” And 
the third one said, “Well, we better do 
something pretty quick because it’s starting 
to rain and the top’s down.” [Laughter] 

That story says so much about how the 
tax-and-tax and spend-and-spend policies 
left our country, just a few short years ago, 
with negative growth, double-digit inflation, 
the highest rates since—get ready—the 
highest rates since the Civil War. 

And so, as a part of that 1980 cleanup 
crew for the worst economic mess since the 
Great Depression, we Republicans headed 
for Washington. We cut government 
growth, we slashed regulations, and cut 
income taxes almost 25 percent. Today 
we're enjoying one of the longest economic 
expansions in our history. The prime inter- 
est rate has fallen by two-thirds. Mortgage 
and auto loan rates are down. Inflation has 
plummeted from more than 12 percent to 
1.8 percent. And we’ve created over 11% 
million new jobs in a little less than 4 years. 
That’s more jobs than Western Europe and 
Japan combined have created in the past 10 
years. And you know, our economic recov- 
ery programs were widely criticized by 
some of those people I was talking about a 
moment ago in Washington. And they were 
taking cracks at them and even making fun 
of them. I really could tell when our plan 
was beginning to work because they 
stopped calling it Reaganomics. 
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Just days ago we learned that the figure 
that represents the country’s economic 
growth, GNP, the gross national product, 
and some other indicators show our econo- 
my gathering momentum for even more 
growth, higher take-home pay, and more 
new jobs. In short, we’re headed for more 
prosperity. And I’m determined to see that 
those who still are not sharing fully in our 
nation’s prosperity do so. And I give you my 
pledge: Neither Rick nor I will be satisfied 
until this expansion reaches every sector of 
our economy and every home in America 
and until every American who wants a job 
has a job. 

To broaden our expansion, I signed into 
law last week the most sweeping reform of 
the Tax Code in our nation’s history. For 
more than 80 percent of Americans, it 
means a top tax rate of 15 percent or less, 
and that’s why I call it Tax Cut II. 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
this fair share tax plan reached my desk, 
the Democratic leadership in Congress was 
saying that they wanted to break faith with 
the American people and turn tax reform 
into a tax hike. You know, the truth is, 
those folks never met a tax they didn’t like. 
And when it comes to spending your hard- 
earned money, they act like they’ve got 
your credit card in their pockets. And be- 
lieve me, they never leave home without it. 
[Laughter] 

Now, Rick’s opponent is a card-carrying 
member of the tax-and-spend crew. He has 
voted repeatedly to block our cuts in the 
Federal budget and for higher and higher 
taxes. But Rick McIntyre and the American 
people know the truth. They know’ we 
don’t have a deficit because Congress 
spends too much—or I mean, we don’t have 
it because we’re taxed too little; we do have 
it because Congress spends too much. Made 
a slip there. I was trying to read that sign 
they’re holding up. Isn’t it about time that 
the Congress started protecting the family 
budget instead of fattening the Federal 
budget? 

You know, these differences we have on 
taxes and spending, and the differences be- 
tween what they say at home and what 
those people then do when they get back in 
Washington, reminds me of a Democratic 
fundraiser at a downtown hotel. And when 
they came out from the fundraiser, there 


was a boy outside, a kid selling puppies. 
And he was holding them up and saying, 
“Buy a Democrat puppy. Buy a Democrat 
pup.” Two weeks later the Republicans had 
a fundraiser there. And when they came 
out, there was the same kid, only he was 
now saying, “Buy a Republican pup. Buy a 
Republican pup.” Well, a newspaperman 
that was there 2 weeks before recognized 
him and said, “Hey, wait a minute son. You 
were here 2 weeks ago selling them as 
Democrat pups,” he says, “now you're sell- 
ing them as Republican pups. How come?” 
And the kid says, “Now they’ve got their 
eyes open.” [Laughter] 

But, ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come 
now to an issue that transcends in impor- 
tance even all the other crucial matters I’ve 
mentioned: my most solemn duty as Presi- 
dent, the safety of the American people and 
the security of the United States. Here, too, 
because of the Republican support, we’ve 
been able to restore America’s strength. 
There’s nothing in this job that I’m prouder 
of than the 2 million young men and 
women who make up the Armed Forces of 
the United States. And let me tell you, if we 
must ever ask them to put their lives on the 
line for the United States of America, then 
they deserve to have the finest of weapons 
and equipment that money can buy. And 
with Rick’s help, we’re going to see that 
they get them. 

Because of our young men and women in 
uniform, things really have changed around 
the world. You know, America used to wear 
a “Kick Me” sign around its neck. Well, we 
threw that sign away and now it reads, 
“Don’t Tread on Me.” Today every nickel- 
and-dime dictator around the world knows 
that if he tangles with the United States of 
America, he will have a price to pay. And 
one other thing I’m especially proud of: 
After 6 years of this administration, not 1 
square inch of territory in the world has 
been lost to communism, and one small 
country, Grenada, has been set free. 

And finally, there’s another special ac- 
complishment. We remain committed to 
our decision to move ahead with our Strate- 
gic Defense Initiative against ballistic mis- 
siles, the thing we call SDI. Today we're 
dealing with the Soviet Union from a posi- 
tion of strength, and it was SDI that 
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brought the Soviet Union to the bargaining 
table. And let me pledge to you: Our goal is 
to keep America strong, to save the West 
from mutual nuclear terror, to make ballis- 
tic missiles obsolete, and ultimately to elimi- 
nate them from the face of the Earth. 

SDI is America’s insurance policy to pro- 
tect us against accidents or some madman 
like a Hitler or a Qadhafi who might come 
along, or just in case the Soviets don’t keep 
their side of a bargain. The record on Soviet 
treaty violations is clear. We can either bet 
on American technology to keep us safe or 
on Soviet promises. And I'll bet on Ameri- 
can technology every time. 

Now, Rick’s opponent is an example of 
what I’m not talking about. Not once, but 
seven times he voted to cut and delay SDI, 
just what the Soviets want us to do. Now, I 
knew there were those who had their 
doubts, but flying back from Iceland, I 
knew the American people would support 
firmness with the Soviet Union. So, I 
couldn’t come here today without thanking 
each one of you for that support. 

Now, I know that in a crowd like this, this 
place, there must be some of you who are 
Democrats. 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. No, no, now wait a 
minute. No, no, hear me out. I couldn’t 
come here today without thanking them for 
their support. I want you to know that 
during these past 6 years as President, I’ve 
relied again and again when the chips were 
down, on the support of some of the Demo- 
crats like those who are probably here. And 
I thank them, because, as you may know, I 
used to be a Democrat myself. Yes—wait a 
minute—until I learned that the liberal 
leadership of the Democratic Party had 
gone a direction that took them completely 
out of step with millions of hard-working, 
patriotic men and women who make up the 
Democratic Party across the country. 

With all these bands present I have to tell 
you that I was once the drum major of a 
boys band in Dixon, Illinois. And I had a 
little experience that now seems to me like 
what I’ve seen happening to the Democrat- 
ic Party. We were invited to a neighboring 
town to lead their parade on Memorial Day. 
Really leading the parade, of course, was 
the parade marshal on a big white horse out 
in front of me there. We’re going down the 
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street and suddenly he turned and rode 
back down the parade to make sure every- 
thing was coming along all right. And I’m 
pumping that baton and the band is play- 
ing, and suddenly, music began to sound a 
little faint. [Laughter] And I kind of 
sneaked a look over my shoulder. The man 
on the horse had gotten back just in time to 
turn my band to the right down an inter- 
section and I was all alone, going up the 
street by myself. [Laughter] Well, that’s 
what’s happened with the Democratic 
Party. The people have turned to the right, 
and the leaders are still going down the 
road. 

Now, I know how tough it can be to 
break with tradition, but remember what 
Winston Churchill, that great Englishman, 
said, as a Member of Parliament, when he 
changed parties and was roundly criticized 
for doing that. And his response was, he 
said, “Some men change principle for party, 
and some change party for principle.” 

You know, my friends, one of the princi- 
ples that the Democrat leaders have aban- 
doned most dramatically is the principle of 
fair play. And there’s no better example 
than what happened to Rick Mclntyre. 
Twice—twice the votes showed that he was 
certified as the duly elected representative 
of this district, but the Democrats in the 
House, on a strictly partisan vote, simply 
refused to seat him. It was an act of unprec- 
edented arrogance. 

If there’s one thing that makes this coun- 
try of ours great and strong, it is that we 
are a federation of sovereign States. And 
this is unique in most all the world. But 
these individuals, these Democrat leaders, 
would like to make the States into just ad- 
ministrative districts of the Federal Govern- 
ment. Well, don’t let that happen. 

You, the people of Indiana, said officially, 
and in keeping with your rules and regula- 
tions of elections, that you had elected Rick 
McIntyre. And a little group in the Con- 
gress of the United States said no and over- 
rode your State. Well, they threw ‘your 
votes out the window and, in a naked dis- 
play of power politics, as you know, just 
turned the district over to someone else. 

I think it’s clear that it’s time we restored 
balance to the House of Representatives. So, 
I'm asking all Americans: Vote against 
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power politics. Vote fairness, and vote for 
balance. Vote Republican in 1986. And I’m 
sure I don’t need to ask the people of this 
district: take back what is rightfully yours, 
send Rick McIntyre to Washington as your 
Representative in the United States Con- 
gress. And while you’re at it, remember 
that nothing has done more to balance the 
Democratic House than our Republican 
Senate. So, please send Dan Quayle back to 
Washington, also. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we couldn’t have 
accomplished all that I was talking about a 
little earlier if we had not had that one 
House of the Congress, the Senate. Ladies 
and gentlemen, the eyes of America are on 
you and your great State. If you’ve often 
thought about all that could be achieved if 
we had more Republicans to join that gal- 
lant band of 180 that we now have in the 
House, I ask you: Will you choose the 
Democratic leaders who in 1980 weakened 
our nation and nearly brought our economy 
to its knees, who raised your taxes and have 
announced their plans to do so again, who 
oppose our efforts to pursue a defense to 
protect us from attack by. nuclear ballistic 
missiles? Or will you choose to give the 
cleanup crew of 1980 a chance to finish the 
job? 

Well, just to be sure of where you stand, I 
thought I’d conduct an informal poll. Speak 
up loudly now so you'll let all America hear. 
Do you want to go back to the days of big 
spending, high taxes, and runaway infla- 
tion? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want Ted Kenne- 
dy or Joe Biden controlling the confirma- 
tion of Federal court judges? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want to return to 
policies that gave us a weak and vacillating 
America? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. That’s good to hear. Now, 
would you rather have an America that is 
strong and proud and free? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Would you rather have 
low taxes, low inflation, and low interest 
rates? 

Audience. Yes! 


The President. Do you want Rick MclIn- 
tyre as your Congressman from the 8th dis- 
trict of IndianaP 

Audience. Yes! Y 

The President. Thank you. You just made 
my day, and you didn’t hurt Rick’s feelings 
at all. 

Audience. Four more years! Four more 
years! Four more years! 

The President. Well, there’s a little consti- 
tutional difficulty there, but if you mean do 
you want me to live 4 more years, I’m with 
you. And Ill tell you what I'll settle for: You 
send Dan Quayle back there so that we’ve 
got a Republican Senate for 2 more years, 
and I'll be happy. 

You know, my name will never appear on 
a ballot again—— 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. ——but if you'd like to 
vote for me one more time, you can do so 
by voting for Rick McIntyre. But important 
as this election will be to me, it will be even 
more important to you, and especially to 
you young people, because it will shape our 
nation’s future. Now, every poll shows that 
the age group in our country from 18 to 24 
has the greatest majority on our side. But 
wait a minute. Every poll shows that just as 
clearly, it’s that same age group that has the 
lowest percentage of voter turnout. So, 
those of you in that group who are here, 
don’t go out of here only committed to vote 
yourself. Buttonhole your friends and tell 
them to vote, that you can participate in 
shaping history itself simply by casting a 
vote. 

You know, back at the beginning of 
World War II, General George C. Marshall, 
who was the Chief of Staff of our Army, was 
asked if we had a secret weapon for that 
war and what it might be. And General 
Marshall said: “Yes, we have a _ secret 
weapon. It’s the best blankety-blank kids in 
the world.” Well, I’ve been crisscrossing 
this country. I’ve been on campuses. I’ve 
been in schools. I’ve seen those young 
people in our military. And I can tell you, if 
George Marshall were here today, he would 
repeat, you are the best blankety-blank kids 
in the world. 

Well, it’s time to go now, but before leav- 
ing—— 

Audience. No-o-o! 
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The President. I'm due out in South 
Dakota. Before leaving, I’d just like to say 
that people my age deeply believe that it’s 
our duty to turn over to you young Ameri- 
cans the same freedom and opportunity 
that our parents and grandparents handed 
on to us. When we look at you—when we 
see your openness, your enthusiasm for 
America and for life itself—it gives us heart 
and it strengthens our pledge. My genera- 
tion and those other generations in here 
that are between mine and yours—that is 
our obligation. There have been times in 
recent years when some in the Government 
have shaken our faith that that might con- 
tinue and be true. But now it is, and we’re 
pledged to see that we give you that kind of 
country when it’s your turn—that, as I say, 
our parents and grandparents gave to us. 

I see at least one young man in this room 
here who’s a fraternity brother of mine. I 
was told that—— 

Audience. Eureka State! 

The President. 1 was told that Tau Kappa 
Epsilon was a fraternity for life. And I 
found out they not only made me a 
member at Eureka, but they gave me a job 
so I could go to school—waiting tables in 
the fraternity house. 

But, my friends, in casting your vote for 
Rick McIntyre and Dan Quayle, you'll be 
winning one for yourselves, you'll be win- 
ning one for Indiana, and believe me, you'll 
be winning one for America. And, yes, 
you'll raise one for the Gipper. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in 
Roberts Municipal Stadium. He was intro- 
duced by Mr. McIntyre. 

Following his remarks, the President met 
with major donors to the Indiana State Re- 
publican Party at the stadium. He then 
traveled to Rapid City, SD. 


Rapid City, South Dakota 





Remarks at a Rally for Senator James 
Abdnor. October 29, 1986 





The President. Thank you. And, Jim, 
thank you for that most generous introduc- 
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tion. My thanks also to some bands that 
have been making beautiful music: the Cen- 
tral High Band, the Douglas High Band, 
and the Stevens High Band. 

You know, it’s an honor to be here today 
in Rapid City, not so far from the places 
that President Theodore Roosevelt used to 
visit back around the turn of the century. 
Teddy told me how grateful he was that I’d 
suggested he come here. [Laughter] But it’s 
an honor also to share this platform with so 
many of South Dakota’s finest: with your 
Governor, Bill Janklow; your next Gover- 
nor, George Mickelson; your senior Senator, 
Larry Pressler; your former Congressman, 
Clint Roberts; and the next Congressman 
from this great State, my friend, Dale Bell; 
and the man South Dakota is about to re- 
elect to the United States Senate, Jim 
Abdnor. 

And would you forgive me if I say a spe- 
cial word to a young man seated out there 
in the audience? Not long ago, a third 
grader at the Cleghorn School mailed me a 
letter asking me to visit his class for show- 
and-tell. [Laughter] Well, time wouldn’t 
permit. I wasn’t able to go to the class, so 
the class came here. And greetings, then, to 
my young friend, Kent Powell, and to the 
entire third grade class from the Cleghorn 
School. 

And to all the young people here in the 
audience, I have a special message to you 
from my roommate. [Laughter] When it 
comes to drugs, she’s asked me to please 
tell you—for yourselves, for your families, 
for your future and your country—just say 
no. [Applause] Thank you. 

Well, it’s wonderful to be here in Rapid 
City. And you know, as I often say to my 
staff when we’re getting into Air Force One 
and taking off in Washington, it’s great to 
get out of Washington and get back to 
where the real people are. Now, you prob- 
ably know I couldn’t do this much traveling 
when Congress was in session, as Jim 
Abdnor will tell you. That’s because some of 
those folks need watching. [Laughter] Now, 
I’m not complaining about the institution of 
the Congress; that I respect very much. But 
it’s just some individuals there. There’re 
some of them that in their approach to 
doing government business remind me of 
the three fellows that came out of a build- 
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ing and found they’d locked themselves out 
of their car. And one of them said, “Get me 
a wire coathanger. I can straighten that out, 
and I can get in and trip the handle and get 
the door open.” Second one says, “You can’t 
do that. Somebody will think we're stealing 
the car.” And the third one said, “Well, 
we'd better think of something fast, because 
it’s starting to rain and the top’s down.” 
[Laughter] 

But that story says so much about how 
the tax-and-tax and spend-and-spend poli- 
cies left our country just a few short years 
ago: negative growth, double-digit inflation, 
the highest rates since—and get ready—the 
highest rates since the Civil War. And so, as 
a part of that 1980 cleanup crew for the 
worst economic mess since the Great De- 
pression, Jim and I headed for Washington. 
We cut government growth, slashed regula- 
tions, and cut income taxes almost 25 per- 
cent. And today we’re enjoying one of the 
longest economic expansions in our history. 
The prime interest rate has fallen by two- 
thirds. Mortgage and auto loan rates are 
down. Inflation has plummeted from more 
than 12 percent to 1.8 percent. And we’ve 
created over 11% million new jobs in a 
little less._than 4 years—more jobs than 
Western Europe and Japan combined have 
created in the past 10 years. And you know, 
when we started that economic plan for re- 
covery and expansion, there were a lot of 
people critical of it back there and making 
fun of it and so forth. And I could tell that 
the plan was working when those people 
stopped calling it Reaganomics. 

Now, just days ago we learned that the 
figure that represents the country’s eco- 
nomic growth, the gross national product, 
GNP, and some other indicators show our 
economy as gathering momentum for even 
more growth, higher take-home pay, and 
more new jobs. In short, we’re headed for 
prosperity. And I’m determined to see that 
those who still are not sharing fully in our 
nation’s prosperity do so. And I give you my 
pledge that neither Jim nor I will be satis- 
fied until this expansion reaches every 
sector of our economy and every home in 
America and until every American who 
wants a job has a job. 

To broaden our expansion, I signed into 
law last week the most sweeping reform of 
the Tax Code in our nation’s history. For 


more than 80 percent of Americans, it 
means a top tax rate of 15 percent or less, 
and that’s why I call it Tax Cut II. ; 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
this fair share tax plan reached my desk, 
the Democratic leadership in Congress was 
saying that they wanted to break faith with 
the American people and turn tax reform 
into a tax hike. You know, the truth is, 
those people have never met a tax they 
didn’t like. And when it comes to spending 
your hard-earned money, they act like 
they’ve got your credit card in their pocket. 
And believe me, they never leave home 
without it. 

The American people know the truth: We 
don’t have a deficit because we’re taxed too 
little; we have a deficit because the Con- 
gress spends too much. Now, isn’t it about 
time they started protecting the family 
budget instead of fattening the Federal 
budget? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. The contrast between us 
and the leaders of the other party is just as 
apparent when it comes to judicial appoint- 
ments. Now, you know the President 4p- 
points the Federal judges, but they can’t be 
a judge until they’ve been approved by the 
United States Senate. I began appointing 
Federal judges to be approved by people 
like Jim Abdnor and the Republican Senate. 
The Federal judiciary has become tougher, 
much tougher, on criminals. Criminals are 
going to jail more often and receiving 
longer sentences when they get there. And 
over and over the Democratic leadership 
has tried in the Senate to torpedo our 
choice for judges, and that’s where Jim can 
make all the difference. Without him and 
the Republican majority in the Senate, we'll 
find liberals like a certain fellow from Mas- 
sachusetts deciding who our judges will be. 
And I bet you'll agree: I'd rather have a 
Judiciary Committee headed by Senator 
Strom Thurmond than one run by Teddy 
Kennedy any day. [Applause] 

You know, thinking of those things and 
those types, there was a Democratic fund- 
raiser at a downtown hotel. And when the 
people were coming out of the fundraiser, 
there was a kid with some puppy dogs. And 
he was holding them up for sale, and he 
was saying, “Buy a Democrat puppy. Buy a 


1483 








Oct. 29 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 


Democrat puppy.” Two weeks later the Re- 
publicans held a fundraiser in the same 
place. People were coming out, and there 
was the same kid with the puppies, saying, 
“Buy a Republican pup. Buy a Republican 
puppy.” And a newspaperman that had 
seen him there 2 weeks before said, “Hey, 
kid, wait a minute. Two weeks ago you 
were trying to sell those pups as Democrats. 
Now you're selling them as Republicans. 
How come?” Kid says, “Now they’ve got 
their eyes open.” [Laughter] 

But, ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come 
now to an issue that transcends in impor- 
tance even all the other crucial matters that 
I’ve mentioned: my most solemn duty as 
President, the safety of the American 
people and the security of these United 
States. Here, too, because of the support of 
men like Jim Abdnor, we’ve been able to 
restore America’s strength. There’s nothing 
I’m prouder of than the 2 million young 
men and women in our military service. 
And there are some people who the only 
savings they would try to recognize is to try 
to reduce the spending by the Defense De- 
partment. Well, let me tell you: If we ever 
have to ask those young men and women to 
put their lives on the line for the United 
States of America, then they deserve to 
have the finest weapons and equipment 
that we can produce. And with Jim 
Abdnor’s help, we’re going to see that they 
get it. 

Because of our young men and women in 
uniform, things have changed a little 
around the world. You know, America used 
to wear a “Kick Me” sign around its neck. 
We threw that sign away, and now it reads, 
“Don’t Tread on Me.” Today every nickel- 
and-dime dictator around the world knows 
that if he tangles with the United States of 
America he’ll have a price to pay. And one 
other thing I’m especially proud of: After 6 
years of this administration, not 1 square 
inch of territory in the world has been lost 
to communism, and one small country, Gre- 
nada, has been set free. 

Finally, there’s another special accom- 
plishment. We remain committed to our de- 
cision to move ahead with our Strategic De- 
fense Initiative against ballistic missiles, the 
SDI. Today we’re dealing with the Soviet 
Union from a position of strength, and it 
was SDI that brought the Soviet Union to 
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the bargaining table. And let me pledge to 
you: I pledge to you our goal is to keep 
America strong, to save the West from nu- 
clear terror, to make ballistic missiles obso- 
lete, and ultimately to eliminate them from 
the face of the Earth. 

SDI is America’s insurance policy to pro- 
tect us from accidents, or just in case—well, 
or any madman who might come along, like 
a Hitler or a Qadhafi, or just in case the 
Soviets don’t keep their side of a bargain. 
The record on Soviet treaty violations is 
clear. We can either bet on American tech- 
nology to keep us safe or on Soviet prom- 
ises. And each has its own track record. I'll 
bet on American technology any time. 

Now, I knew that there were those who 
had their doubts, but flying back from Ice- 
land, I knew the American people would 
support firmness with the Soviet Union. So, 
I couldn’t come here today without thank- 
ing each one of you for that support. 

And I also want to make an announce- 
ment. Secretary Shultz and Foreign Minis- 
ter Shevardnadze will meet next week in 
Vienna. These meetings will be a followup 
to the discussions Mr. Gorbachev and I had 
at Reykjavik, Iceland, 2 weeks ago. I have 
directed Secretary Shultz to tell Mr. She- 
vardnadze the proposals we put on the 
table in Iceland remain on the table and 
we're ready to take up where we left off in 
Reykjavik. 

We want to confirm and build on the 
agreements reached there. We hope the So- 
viets are prepared to join us to reduce the 
threat of nuclear weapons. And I believe 
this is a unique opportunity for progress if 
the Soviets are willing to move forward. 

Now, I know in a crowd like this there 
have to be some of you who are Democrats. 
And I want you to know—{laughter|—yes, 
yes there are. I’ve been all across this coun- 
try, and I know that there are millions of 
patriotic Democrats who are totally out of 
step with the leadership of their own party. 
And I want you to know that during these 
past 6 years as President, I’ve relied again 
and again upon the support of Democrats 
like those who would be present here. I 
thank you. And as you may know, I used to 
be a Democrat myself until I learned that 
the liberal leadership of that party had 
become completely out of step with the 
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hard-working and patriotic men and 
women who make up the Democratic 
Party. Now, I know how tough it can be to 
break with tradition, but I remember what 
Winston Churchill said when he changed 
parties. He was a Member of the British 
Parliament, and he changed parties and was 
criticized for doing so. And Winston 
Churchill said, “Some men change principle 
for party, and others change party for prin- 
ciple.” 

Here in South Dakota the choice couldn’t 
be any clearer. Jim Abdnor has voted to cut 
your taxes and keep America strong. He’s a 
man who stands where he says he stands. 
And then there’s Jim’s opponent, who talks 
moderate at home but votes liberal in 
Washington. Whether the issue is national 
defense or highway funding, the people of 
South Dakota deserve better than a man 
who votes against the views and interests of 
his constituents and then tries to alibi his 
way out of it. 

Jim Abdnor is one of the most effective 
Members of the entire Senate, the original 
sponsor of 7 bills that have become law, the 
author of more than 50 amendments. The 
list of his legislative achievements goes on. 
Just today, Air Force One landed on a new 
runway at Ellsworth Air Force Base. It was 
built to accommodate the B-1l’s Jim has 
worked so hard to bring here—B-1’s that 
Jim’s opponent voted to cripple by cutting 
their funding. And in coming days, I'll be 
signing into law Jim’s water development 
bill, a bill that breaks a more than decade- 
long stalemate in water development 
projects built by the Corps of Engineers. 

Well, this, then, is what it comes down to. 
In Jim’s opponent you have a man who 
would vote to raise your taxes, vote to 
weaken our defenses, and vote to take us 
back to the grim days of the seventies. But 
in Jim Abdnor you have a Senator with 6 
years of experience in the Senate at getting 
things done for the people of South Dakota. 
He is a Senator who believes in peace 
through strength; a Senator who led the 
fight to cut your taxes and create new jobs; 
and a Senator who believes in the goodness 
and decency of the American people and, 
just as you heard up here, in the greatness 
of this nation. My friends, let’s come togeth- 
er to see to it that this once—just this 
once—the nice guy finishes first. 


Ladies and gentlemen, the eyes of Amer- 
ica are on you and your great State. Will 
you choose the Democratic leaders who in 
1980 weakened our nation and nearly 
brought our economy to its knees, who 
raised your taxes and have announced their 
plans to do so again, who oppose our efforts 
to pursue a defense to protect us from 
attack by nuclear ballistic missiles? Or will 
you choose to give the cleanup crew of 
1980 a chance to finish the job? 

Now, just to be sure where you stand, I 
thought I’d conduct an informal poll. Speak 
up loudly so that all America can hear you. 
Do you want to go back to the days of big 
spending, high taxes, and runaway infla- 
tion? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want Ted Kenne- 
dy controlling the confirmation of Federal 
court judges? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want to return to 
policies that give us—or gave us a weak and 
vacillating America? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. That’s good to hear. 
[Laughter] Now, would you rather have low 
taxes, low inflation, and low interest rates? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Would you rather have an 
America that is strong and proud and free? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Do you want Jim Abdnor 
as your Senator from the great State of 
South Dakota? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Thank you. You just made 
my day, and you didn’t hurt Jim Abdnor’s 
feelings a bit. [Laughter] 

You know, my name will never appear on 
a ballot again, but if you’d like to vote for 
me one more time, you can do so by voting 
for Jim. But important as this election will 
be to me, it will be even more important to 
you, and especially to all you young people, 
for it will shape our nation’s future. Now, 
every poll shows that the age group be- 
tween 18 and 24 has the highest percentage 
in support of us and what we’re doing. But 
now, I want you to listen. Every poll also 
shows just as clearly that in that same age 
group there is the lowest voter turnout. So, 
to you young people: Exercise your sacred 
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right as an American; participate in shaping 
history itself by going to the polls and cast- 
ing your vote. And when you leave here, 
not only are you going to vote, but button- 
hole your friends and neighbors in your age 
group and tell them they have to vote, too. 

You know, at the beginning of World War 
II, when we were going into that terrible 
war, General George Marshall, who was the 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army, 
was asked if the United States had a secret 
weapon and, if so, what was it? And he said, 
“Yes, we do have a secret weapon. It’s just 
the best blankety-blank kids in the world.” 

Well, I’ve been around this country and 
on campuses, and I’ve been in schools. And 
I’ve seen our young people in the military 
and all. And I want to tell you, if George 
Marshall were around today, he would say 
you are the best blankety-blank kids in the 
world. 

Well, it’s time to go now, but before leav- 
ing—— 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Yes. I'm due in Colorado. 
But before leaving, I’d just like to say that 
people my age deeply believe that it’s our 
duty to turn over to you young Americans a 
country with the same freedom and oppor- 
tunity that our parents and grandparents 
handed to us. And every generation be- 
tween mine and yours in this room—we all 
have the same pledge. That’s what we’re 
going to do: to give you the kind of Amer- 
ica—sometimes we’ve slipped a little over 
the years when some of those people I’ve 
talked about before have their way, but we 
always come back. And right now, here 
again, it is that kind of a country. And when 
it’s your turn to take charge, that’s what 
we're going to turn over to you. When we 
look at you, we see your openness, your 
enthusiasm for America and for life itself, 
and it gives us heart. 

My friends, in casting your vote for Jim 
Abdnor, you'll be winning one for your- 
selves, for South Dakota, and winning one 
for America—and, yeah, you'll be winning 
one for the Gipper. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in 


the Rushmore Plaza Civic Center. He was 
introduced by Senator Abdnor. 
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Following his remarks, the President met 
with major donors to the South Dakota 
State Republican Party at the center. He 
then traveled to Colorado Springs, CO. 


Colorado Springs, Colorado 





Remarks at a Rally for Representative Ken 
Kramer, Candidate for the U.S. Senate. 
October 30, 1986 





The President. Thank you all. And Ken 
Kramer, thank you for that most gracious 
and generous introduction. And you know, 
the way all of you have been cheering, I 
thought maybe the Broncos had come in. 

But it is a pleasure to come here to Colo- 
rado Springs, home of one of our nation’s 
finest and proudest institutions, the Air 
Force Academy. You know, I did a little 
research and discovered that the Academy 
was founded in 1954. Now, how do you like 
that? An august institution of higher learn- 
ing that’s younger than I am. In fact, flying 
in yesterday we had kind of an exciting 
moment. Our pilot, Air Force Colonel Rud- 
dick wanted to do a loop-to-loop to show off 
to everybody down below. [Laughter] But 
there’s a name for the pride and courage 
that the Academy instills, and the way I see 
it, it applies to all of Colorado Springs. It’s 
called the right stuff. 

Now, since I used to be a drum major of a 
boys band myself, I'd like to give some 
credit and my thanks to some groups that 
have been making beautiful music: the 
Cheyenne Mountain High School Band and 
the Colorado Springs Children’s Chorale. 

It’s an honor to share this platform today 
with so many of Colorado’s finest. I’m sorry 
that Bill Armstrong, at the last minute, 
couldn’t be with us. He’s one of the strong- 
est voices in the United States Senate. And 
then your fine Representatives: Mike 
Strang, Hank Brown, and Dan Schaefer, and 
the State GOP Chairman Bo Callaway. And 
then, there’s your superb candidate for 
Governor, Ted Strickland, and his running 
mate for Lieutenant Governor, Kathy 
Arnold. And you have three great candi- 
dates for Congress: Mike Norton, Joe Wood, 
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and Joel Hefley. Now, these are men in the 
finest tradition of the GOP. And in their 
case, GOP stands for growth, opportunity, 
and patriotism. You and I both need them 
in Denver and Washington. Can I count on 
- to help them get reelected and elect- 


Now, this, of course, brings me to my 
friend, Ken Kramer. Now, I could refer to 
Ken as the outstanding Congressman from 
Colorado Springs, but doesn’: it seem even 
better to talk about Ken Kramer, the next 
United States Senator from the great State 
of Colorado? [Applause] 

And now, I can’t help but see the young 
people here in the audience. And I have a 
special message for all of you. It’s from my 
roommate. She says to tell you that when it 
comes to drugs, please—for yourselves, for 
your families, for your future and your 
country—just say no. 

Audience member. We love you, Ron! 

The President. I’ve got to make a kind of 
personal greeting here, also, when I’m rec- 
ognizing everyone. Because right down 
here in front with a sign, I’ve got some 
fraternity brothers—TKE. I’ve discovered it 
really was what they told me: a fraternity 
for life. 

Well, it’s wonderful to be here in Colora- 
do. And you know, as I often say to my staff 
when we’re taking off in Air Force One, it’s 
great to get out of Washington and get back 
to where the real people are. You know, I 
probably couldn’t do this much traveling 
when Congress was in session, as Ken will 
tell you. That’s because some of those folks 
need watching. [Laughter] Now, I’m not as- 
sailing the institution of the Congress; I re- 
spect it highly. But there are some individ- 
uals there that their approach to governing 
is about like the three fellows that came out 
of a building and discovered that they had 
locked themselves out of their car. And one 
of them said, “Well, get me a wire coat- 
hanger. I can straighten that out, and I can 
trip the latch and get us in.” The second 
one said, “You can’t do that. Somebody will 
see us and think you're stealing the car.” 
And the third one said, “Well, we’d better 
think of something fast, because it’s starting 
to rain and the top’s down.” [Laughter] 

But that story says so much about how 
the tax-and-tax and spend-and-spend poli- 
cies left our country just a few short years 


ago—left it with negative growth, double- 
digit inflation, the highest interest rates 
since—and get ready for this—the, highest 
interest rates since the Civil War. 

Ken was part of our cleanup crew for the 
worst economic mess since the Great De- 
pression. We cut government growth. We 
slashed regulations, cut income taxes almost 
25 percent. And today we’re enjoying one 
of the longest economic expansions in our 
history. The prime interest rate has fallen 
by two-thirds. Mortgage and auto loan rates 
are down. Inflation has plummeted from 
more than the double-digit figure that Ken 
told you about to, now, 1.8 percent. And 
we've created over 11% million new jobs in 
a little less than 4 years. Now, that’s more 
new jobs than Japan and all of our friends 
in Western Europe combined have created 
in the last 10 years. You know, when we 
started this economic recovery program of 
ours, there were a lot of people against it 
and some making fun and some bitterly 
criticizing it; but I really realize it was 
working when those people stopped calling 
it Reaganomics. 

Just days ago we learned that the figure 
that represents the country’s economic 
growth, the gross national product, GNP, 
and some other indicators show our econo- 
my gathering momentum for even more 
growth, higher take-home pay, and more 
new jobs. And just this morning we learned 
from the Commerce Department that the 
trade deficit in September declined for the 
second month in a row and is now 30 per- 
cent lower than its peak. Now, this is par- 
ticularly good news for our manufacturing 
industries. And we also learned that Sep- 
tember sales of single family homes were 
up over 10 percent—just two more indica- 
tions we’re headed for more prosperity. 
And I’m determined to see that those who 
still are not sharing fully in our nation’s 
prosperity do so. And I give you my pledge: 
Neither Ken nor I will be satisfied until this 
expansion reaches every sector of our econo- 
my and every home in America and until 
every American who wants a job has a job. 

Now, to broaden our expansion, I signed 
into law last week the most sweeping 
reform of the Tax Code in our nation’s his- 
tory. For more than 80 percent of Ameri- 
cans, it means a top tax rate of 15 percent 
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or less, and that’s why I’m calling it Tax Cut 
II. 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
this fair share tax plan reached my desk, 
the Democratic leadership in Congress was 
saying that they wanted to break faith with 
the American people and turn tax reform 
into a tax increase. You know, the truth is, 
those folks never met a tax they didn’t like. 
And when it comes to spending your hard- 
earned money, they act like they’ve got 
your credit card in their pockets. And be- 
lieve me, they never leave home without it. 
[Laughter] 

But you, the American people, know the 
truth: We don’t have a deficit because 
we're taxed too little; we have a deficit be- 
cause the Congress is spending too much. 
Now, isn’t it about time they started pro- 
tecting the family budget instead of fatten- 
ing the Federal budget? [Applause] 

Now, the contrast between us and the 
leaders of the other party is just as apparent 
when it comes to judicial appointments. 
Since I began appointing Federal judges, 
which is one of my jobs—they then have to 
be approved by the Senate, and in this case, 
the Republican Senate—the Federal judici- 
ary has become tougher, much tougher, on 
criminals. Criminals are going to jail more 
often and receiving longer sentences. But 
over and over the Democratic leadership 
has tried in the Senate to torpedo our 
choices for judges, and that is where Ken 
can make all the difference. Without him 
and the Republican majority in the Senate, 
we'll find liberals, like a certain fellow from 
Massachusetts, deciding who our judges are. 
And why do I think that you'll agree when 
I say that I’d rather have a Judiciary Com- 
mittee headed, as it is, by Senator Strom 
Thurmond than one run by Teddy Kennedy 
any day. 

You know, in these partisan politics—you 
know, there was a Democratic fundraising 
event at a downtown hotel. And when the 
people were coming out of the fundraiser, 
there was a kid with some puppy dogs. 
And he was holding them up for sale, and 
he was saying, “Buy a Democrat puppy. 
Buy a Democrat puppy.” But 2 weeks later 
the Republicans held a fundraiser in the 
same place. People were coming out, and 
there was the same kid with the puppies 
saying, “Buy a Republican pup. Buy a Re- 
publican puppy.” And a newspaperman 
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who had seen him there 2 weeks before 
said, “Hey, kid, wait a minute. Two weeks 
ago you were trying to sell those pups as 
Democrats. Now you're selling them as Re- 
publican puppies. How come?” And the kid 
said, “Now they’ve got their eyes open.” 
[Laughter] 


But, ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come 
now to an issue that transcends in impor- 
tance even all the other crucial matters I’ve 
mentioned: my most solemn duty as Presi- 
dent, the safety of the American people and 
the security of these United States. Here, 
too, because of the support of men like 
Ken, we’ve been able to restore America’s 
strength. There’s nothing I’m prouder of 
than the 2 million young men and women 
who make up the Armed Forces of the 
United States. And let me tell you: If we 
ever must ever ask them to put their lives 
on the line for the United States of Amer- 
ica, then they deserve to have the finest 
weapons and equipment that we can 
produce. Ken’s opponent and those like him 
would do their best to continue hacking 
away at the defense budget to where that 
wouldn’t be true. Well, we’re going to see 
that those young men and women in uni- 
form get the tools they need. 


You know, because of those young men 
and women in uniform, things really have 
changed around the world. You know, 
America used to wear a “Kick Me” sign 
around its neck. Well, we’ve thrown that 
one away, and now the sign reads “Don’t 
Tread on Me.” Today every nickel-and- 
dime dictator around the world knows that 
if he tangles with the United States of 
America he will have a price to pay. And 
one other thing I’m especially proud of: 
After 6 years of this administration, not 1 
square inch of territory in the world has 
been lost to communism, and one small 
country, Grenada, has been freed. 


And finally, there’s another special issue. 
We remain committed to our decision to 
move ahead with our Strategic Defense Ini- 
tiative against ballistic missiles, the SDI. 
Today we’re dealing with the Soviet Union 
from a position of strength, and it was SDI 
that brought the Soviet Union to the bar- 
gaining table. And let me pledge to you: 
Our goal is to keep America strong, to save 
the West from mutual nuclear terror, to 
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make ballistic missiles obsolete, and ulti- 
mately to remove them from the face of 
the Earth. SDI is America’s insurance policy 
to protect us from accidents or some 
madman who might come along, as a Hitler 
did or a Qadhafi, or just in case the Soviets 
don’t keep their side of a bargain. 

Now, the record on Soviet treaty viola- 
tions is clear. We can either bet on Ameri- 
can technology to keep us safe or on Soviet 
promises. Each has its own track record. 
And as for me, I’m going to bet on Ameri- 
can technolcgy every time. 

Now, I knew there were those who had 
their doubts, but flying back from Iceland, I 
just knew the American people would sup- 
port firmness with the Soviet Union. So, I 
couldn’t come here today without thanking 
each one of you for that support. 

There are some people that don’t quite 
understand about SDI and what it really 
amounts to. And I think I’d just like to say 
very simply what our—from the very begin- 
ning of our thinking of it. It is a shield that 
we believe, and our scientists believe, can 
protect a nation against incoming nuclear 
missiles. Our present defense policy is the 
one called the MAD policy, mutual assured 
destruction, meaning that if we’ve got a lot 
of missiles and they’ve got a lot of missiles, 
well, we’re both so scared of each other 
that maybe we'll never shoot them. That’s a 
little flimsy. 

Now, we are researching and studying 
and have made breakthroughs in this SDI 
program. But to those people who don’t 
quite understand it—and I’ve seen a couple 
of signs around here that indicate that they 
don’t—{laughter|—let me point out what 
our proposal was to the Soviet Union—and 
still is. If and when we have developed that 
system, that we know we have a defensive 
shield, we will then appeal to the Soviet 
Union to join us in eliminating all the stra- 
tegic and intermediate-range nuclear mis- 
siles. And then we will share SDI with them 
so that we can both live in comfort, go 
down through the years, without having to 
be suspicious of each other. I told that to 
Mr. Gorbachev. I haven’t quite been able to 
convince him I mean it. 

But you know, I couldn’t come here 
today or address a crowd like this without 
feeling that today there are a number of 
Democrats and independents here with all 


of us. And I want to say I hope so, because 
hard-working, patriotic people, Democrats 
and Independents, have also supported us 
and I’ve relied on them in this last 6 years. 
But to those Colorado Democrats, let me 
say I used to be a Democrat myself. And I 
must tell you from my heart that Ken 
Kramer represents your views far better 
than the liberals that run the Democratic 
Party in Washington—and, yes, those who 
run it right here in Colorado. I just have to 
suggest, I think they should join the Repub- 
lican Party as I did. I know it isn’t easy, but 
as Winston Churchill, that great British 
statesman, when he was a Member of Par- 
liament—he changed parties. He was criti- 
cized, and he responded by saying, well, 
“Some people change principle for party, 
and others change party for principle.” 

You know, the choice here before you is 
clear here in Colorado. Ken’s opponent may 
try to sound like a moderate when he’s in 
Colorado. But believe me, I’ve seen him in 
action for 6 years now, and when he’s in 
Washington, he votes liberal with a capital 
“r” 

As a matter of fact, Ken’s opponent re- 
minds me of another story. [Laughter] 
When you get my age you'll find a lot of 
things remind you of stories. This was a 
young fellow that wanted to—he liked ani- 
mals. And he thought if he could get a job 
in the zoo—so he applied. And they said, 
“yes.” But they said, “There’s one thing first. 
Our ape, our gorilla died.” And he said, 
“We want you to put on the gorilla suit that 
we have here, get in the cage, and enter- 
tain the children when they come through 
the zoo. Do tricks and things for them.” 
Well, he was a little upset. But he said, 
“Then you'll have the other job here in the 
zoo taking care of animals.” So, there he 
was in the cage and going through his rou- 
tine. And he began to take the part a little 
seriously. And pretty soon he was swinging 
on a swing, and he swung too high and 
went clear over the fence and landed in the 
lion’s cage. [Laughter] And the lion came 
roaring at him. And he started—in his goril- 
la suit—screaming for help, “Get me out of 
here! Help! Help!” The lion jumped on him 
and said, “Shut up, or you'll get us both 
fired.” [Laughter] 
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But a liberal in moderate’s clothing— 
that’s Ken’s opponent all over. But if you 
want a Senator who talks down-to-earth 
common sense in Colorado, then votes that 
way in Washington, well, then Ken Kramer 
is your candidate. Again and again, Ken has 
proven crucial in our efforts to cut your 
taxes and get big government off your 
backs. He’s been central in our efforts to 
rebuild the nation’s defenses. From the be- 
ginning he’s been a strong supporter of our 
Strategic Defense Initiative. And he helped 
convince the administration to put the 
major research center that will be the 
brains of SDI right here in Colorado. 

As Ken understands, our Strategic De- 
fense Initiative will open the door to a new 
technological age. Just as America’s space 
program created new jobs and industries, 
SDI could open whole new fields of tech- 
nology and industry, providing jobs for 
thousands, as Ken said, right here in Colora- 
do and improving the quality of life in 
America and around the world. 

At the same time, Ken has been tireless 
in his efforts to preserve the environment. 
He believes, as I do, that a big part of being 
conservative is conserving things like clean 
air and water and the natural beauty of this 
Rocky Mountain State. To this end, Ken was 
a leader in seeing that the Superfund for 
cleaning toxic waste sites was reenacted. 
And I know you'll also be glad to hear that, 
with his support and direction, we're 
making the cleanup job at the Rocky Moun- 
tain Arsenal a number one priority. 

This, then, is what it comes down to. In 
Ken’s opponent, you have a man who 
would vote to weaken America and raise 
your taxes. But in Ken Kramer, you have a 
man who believes in peace through 
strength, a man who took part in the fight 
to cut your taxes and create new jobs, and a 
man determined to go on working hard for 
the people of Colorado and the Nation. My 
friends, in voting for Ken Kramer, you'll be 
voting for the work horse, not for the show 
horse. 

And let me tell you all: The eyes of 
America are on you and your great State. 
Will you choose the Democratic leaders, 
who in 1980 weakened our nation and 
nearly brought our economy to its knees, 
who raised your taxes and have announced 
their plans to do so again, and who oppose 
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our efforts to pursue a defense to protect us 
from attack by nuclear ballistic missiles? Or 
will you choose to give our cleanup crew a 
chance to finish the job? [Applause] 

Well, just to be sure where you stand, I 
thought I’d conduct a kind of an informal 
poll. [Laughter] Now, I want you to speak 
up loudly so all America can hear. Do you 
want to go back to the days of big spending, 
high taxes, and runaway inflation? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want Ted Kenne- 
dy controlling the confirmation of Federal 
court judges? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Do you want to return to 
policies that gave us a weak and vacillating 
America? 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Well, that’s good to hear. 
[Laughter] Now, would you rather have low 
taxes, low inflation, and low interest rates? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Would you rather have an 
America that is strong, proud, and free? 

Audience. Yes! 

The President. Do you want Ken Kramer 
as your Senator from the great State of Col- 
oradoP 

Audience. Kramer! Kramer! Kramer! 

The President. Thank you. You just made 
my day, and you didn’t hurt Ken’s feelings 
at all. 

You know, my name will never appear on 
a ballot again, but if you’d—— 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Thank you. If you’d like to 
vote for me one more time, you can do so 
by voting for Ken Kramer. But important as 
this election is to me, it’ll be even more 
important to you, and especially to you 
young people, for it will shape our nation’s 
history. Every poll shows that the age group 
between 18 and 24 has the highest percent- 
age of any age group in supporting what 
we're doing. But, now, there’s one other 
thing, though. The polls also show that in 
that particular age group, you have the 
lowest percentage of voters who are turn- 
ing out on election day to vote. 

Audience. Boo-o-o! 

The President. So, you young people: Ex- 
ercise your sacred right as an American. 
Participate in shaping history itself. Go to 


Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1986 / Oct. 30 


the polls and cast your vote. But more than 
that, go out of here as missionaries and 
buttonhole your friends in that age group 
and tell them they’ve got to do the same 
thing. 

You know, at the beginning of World War 
II someone asked the Chief of Staff of the 
United States Army, General George C. 
Marshall, if the United States was going into 
the war with a secret weapon and, if so, 
what was itP And George Marshall said: 
“Yes, we have a secret weapon. It’s just the 
best blankety-blank kids in the world.” 
Well, I’ve been all over the country, back 
and forth. I’ve been on campuses. I’ve been 
in high schools. I’ve seen the young people 
in the service. I see all of you. And I have 
to tell you, if General George Marshall were 
here today, he’d say you’re the best blan- 
kety-blank kids in the world. 

Well, it’s time to go now, but before leav- 
ing—— 

Audience. No-o-o! 

The President. Yes. | have to go over to 
Nevada yet today. They’ve got somebody 
running over there, too. [Laughter] But 
before I go, I'd just like to say that people 
my age deeply believe that it’s our duty to 
turn over to you young Americans the same 
freedom and opportunity that our parents 
and grandparents handed over to us. And 
when we look at you, and when we see 
your openness, your enthusiasm for Amer- 
ica and for life itself, it gives us heart. My 
generation and all the generations in here 
between mine and yours—this is our obliga- 
tion. There have been times over. the years 
when we've faltered and when America 
seemed to lose some of those great values 
that are so precious. But we have them 
back in action now. We have them, and all 
of us have pledged we’re going to see to it 
that we do turn that kind of America over 
to you. 

So, when you go to the polls, win one for 
Ken Kramer, win one for your future and 
for America’s future, and I don’t mind—win 
one for the Gipper. 

Thank you all, and God bless you. God 
bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:57 a.m. at 
the World Arena. He was introduced by 
Representative Kramer. 


Following his remarks, the President met 
with major donors to the Colorado State 
Republican Party at the Broadmoor Hotel. 
He then traveled to Reno, NV. 

As printed above, the remarks follow the 
White House press release. 
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Remarks at a Rally for James Santini, 
Candidate for the U.S. Senate. 
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The President. Thank you all very much. 
And, Jim, thank you for that kind introduc- 
tion. You know, I was once a drum major of 
a boys band in Dixon, Illinois, so I hope 
you'll forgive me if I thank the Carson City 
High School Senior Band, the McQueen 
High School Band, the Edward C. Reed 
High School Marching Greater Band, and 
the Wooster High School Marching Colts. 
And special thanks to the University of 
Nevada, Reno, and the Wolf Pack Marching 
Band. Could I be mistaken, or do I hear 
Blue Thunder? I see the Wolf Pack has 
brought their thunder meter along. Well 
let’s be sure to keep that hand going up all 
the way and let all of Nevada know how we 
feel. 

Now, I can’t help but see the young 
people here in the audience. And I have a 
special message to you from my roommate. 
She said to tell you that when it comes to 
drugs, please—for yourselves, for your fami- 
lies, for your future and your country—just 
say no. 

Well it’s great to be here with all of you. 
It’s really great to be here with my best 
friends Paul and Carol Laxalt. It’s great to 
be here with Senator Chic Hecht. And let 
me ask you a favor: Will you send Barbara 
Vucanovich and Bob Ryan to Washington to 
join Chic Hecht and Jim Santini in making 
Nevada an all-Republican team in Washing- 
ton? [Applause] 

You. know, there’s one thing in this elec- 
tion. I've heard some people here, and 
they’re talking about checks and balances 
and so forth in government. And they’re a 
little mixed up. If you like what Chic Hecht 
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has been doing up there—and he’s been 
doing like Paul Laxalt has been doing—why 
should you send a Senator up there with 
him to cancel his vote? Send someone who 
will vote with him. And now, having been 
Governor myself for some time, I think I 
recognize good Governor material when I 
see it, and believe me, Patty Cafferata and 
her running mate, Joe Brown, are the very 
best. And I know that her running mate 
will do a good job in filling the shoes of 
Robert Cashell, who’s the outgoing Lieuten- 
ant Governor. 

It’s wonderful to be here in Nevada. And, 
you know, as I often say to my staff when 
we're taking off in Air Force One, it’s great 
to get out of Washington and get back 
where the real people are. Now, you prob- 
ably know that I couldn’t do this much trav- 
eling when Congress was in session, as Jim 
Santini will tell you. That’s because some of 
those folks need watching. Now, I am not 
saying anything against the institution of 
the Congress; I respect it highly. But there 
are some people up there that—well, those 
individuals, their approach to doing govern- 
ment business reminds me of the three fel- 
lows that came out of a building one day 
and found they’d locked themselves out of 
their car. And one of them said, “Get me a 
wire coathanger. I can straighten it out, and 
I can get in there and flip the latch and get 
us in.” And the second one said, “You can’t 
do that. They’ll think we’re stealing the 
car.” And the third one said, “Well, we 
better do something pretty quick, because 
it’s starting to rain and the top’s down.” 
[Laughter] 

But that story says so much about how 
the tax-and-tax, spend-and-spend policies left 
our country just a few short years ago—left 
it with negative growth, double-digit infla- 
tion, the highest rates since—and get 
ready—the highest rates since the Civil 
War. And so, in 1981 Jim and I cut govern- 
ment growth, slashed regulations, and cut 
income taxes almost 25 percent. Today 
we're enjoying one of the longest economic 
expansions in our history. The prime inter- 
est rate has fallen by two-thirds. Mortgage 
and auto loan rates are down. Inflation has 
plummeted from more than 12 percent 
when we got there to 1.8 percent. And 
we've created more than 11% million new 
jobs in less than 4 years—more jobs than 
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Western Europe and Japan put together 
have created in 10 years. Of course, you 
know when we started that economic pro- 
gram for recovery and expansion there 
were a lot of criticism and a lot of people 
making fun and some of them downright 
angry. And yet I know that the program 
was working when they stopped calling it 
Reaganomics. 

Before I go any further, I want to give 
you some good news. Following last week’s 
announcements showing gross national 
product—that’s the figure, GNP, that repre- 
sents the country’s economic growth—and 
other indicators show our economy is gath- 
ering momentum. Just this morning we 
learned the trade deficit in September de- 
clined for the second month in a row and is 
down now 30 percent from its high. This is 
particularly good news for our manufactur- 
ing industries. We also learned new home 
sales in September were up over 10 per- 
cent. The stock market today went in a 
sharp upswing and is now almost touching 
the all-time high. I believe the economy is 
on a roll and think it’s a sure bet that we’re 
about to hit another jackpot. Now, we 
pulled the handle, and it came up jobs, jobs, 
jobs. And I’m determined to see that those 
who still are not sharing fully in our nation’s 
prosperity do so. And I give you my pledge: 
Neither Jim Santini nor I will be satisfied 
until this expansion reaches every sector of 
our economy and every home in America 
and until every American who wants a job 
has a job. 

Now, to broaden our expansion, I signed 
into law last week the most sweeping 
reform of the Tax Code in our nation’s his- 
tory. For more than 80 percent of Ameri- 
cans, it means a top tax rate of 15 percent 
or less, and that’s why I call it Tax Cut II. 

But wouldn’t you know it, even before 
this fair share tax plan had reached my 
desk, the Democratic leadership in Con- 
gress was saying that they wanted to break 
faith with the American people and turn 
tax reform into a tax hike. 

Audience. No way! 

The President. You're right. You know, 
the truth is, those folks never met a tax 
they didn’t like. And when it comes to 
spending your hard-earned money, they act 
like they’ve got your credit card in their 
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pocket. And believe me, they never leave 
home without it. 

The American people know the truth: We 
don’t have a deficit because we’re taxed too 
little; we have a deficit because Congress 
spends too much. Now, isn’t it about time 
they started protecting the family budget 
instead of fattening the Federal budget? 

Now the contrast between us and the 
leaders of the other party is just as apparent 
when it comes to judicial appointments. 
Now, you know the President appoints the 
Federal judges, but they have to be ap- 
proved by the United States Senate. And 
since I began appointing Federal judges to 
be approved by the Republican Senate, the 
Federal judiciary has become tougher, 
much tougher, on criminals. Criminals are 
going to jail more often, and they’re receiv- 
ing longer sentences. But over and over the 
Democratic leadership has tried in the 
Senate to torpedo our choices for judges, 
and that is where Jim can make all the 
difference. Without him and the Republi- 
can majority in the Senate, we’ll find liber- 
als, like a certain fellow from Massachusetts, 
deciding who our judges are. Now, I bet 
that you'll agree: I’d rather have a Judiciary 
Committee headed, as it is now, by Senator 
Strom Thurmond than one headed by 
Teddy Kennedy any time. [Applause] 

You know, this thing of partisan politics, 
right now I’m reminded of a story. Never 
mind, when you get to be my age, every- 
thing will remind you of a story. [Laughter] 
There was a Democratic fundraiser in a 
downtown hotel. And when the people 
were coming out of the fundraiser, there 
was a kid with some puppy dogs. And he 
was holding them up for sale, and he was 
saying, “Buy a Democrat puppy. Buy a 
Democrat puppy.” Two weeks later the Re- 
publicans held a fundraiser there. And 
when they came out, there was the same 
kid with the puppies saying, “Buy a Repub- 
lican pup. Buy a Republican puppy.” Well, 
there was a newsman there who recognized 
him from 2 weeks before—said, “Hey, kid, 
wait a minute. Two weeks ago those were 
Democrat puppies. Now you're here selling 
them and saying they’re Republican pup- 
pies. How come?” And the kid says, “Now 
they’ve got their eyes open.” [Laughter] 

But, ladies and gentlemen, we’ve come 
now to an issue that transcends in impor- 


tance even all the other crucial matters I’ve 
mentioned: my most solemn duty as Presi- 
dent, the safety of the American people and 
the security of these United States. And 
here, too, because of the support of men 
like Jim Santini, we’ve been able to restore 
America’s strength. There’s nothing I’m 
prouder of in this job than the 2 million 
young men and women who make vp the 
Armed Forces of the United States. Now, 
that same leadership that I’ve been criticiz- 
ing has been busy every year trying to 
whack away and cut away on defense 
spending. Well, let me tell you: If we ever 
have to ask those young people to put their 
lives on the line for the United States of 
America, then they deserve to have the 
finest weapons and equipment that we can 
produce. And with Jim Santini’s help, that’s 
the way it’s going to be. They’re going to 
have that equipment. 

You know, because of our young men and 
women in uniform, things have really 
changed around the world. You know, 
America used to wear a “Kick Me” sign 
around its neck. Well, we threw that sign 
away, and now it reads, “Don’t Tread on 
Me.” Today every nickel-and-dime dictator 
around the world knows that if he tangles 
with the United States of America he will 
have a price to pay. And one other thing 
I’m especially proud of: After 6 years of this 
administration, not 1 square inch of terri- 
tory in the world has been lost to commu- 
nism, and one small country, Grenada, has 
been freed from communist tyranny. 

And finally, there’s another special issue. 
We remain committed to our decision to 
move ahead with our Strategic Defense Ini- 
tiative against ballistic missiles, SDI. Today 
we're dealing with the Soviet Union from a 
position of strength, and it was SDI that 
brought the Soviet Union to the bargaining 
table. And let me pledge to you: Our goal is 
to keep America strong, to save the West 
from mutual nuclear terror, to make ballis- 
tic missiles obsolete, and ultimately to elimi- 
nate them from the face of the Earth. SDI 
is America’s insurance policy to protect us 
from accidents or some madman who might 
come along, as Hitler did or a Qadhafi, or 
just in case the Soviets don’t keep their side 
of a bargain. 
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Their record on treaty violations is very 
clear. We can either bet on American tech- 
nology to keep us safe or on Soviet prom- 
ises. Each has its own track record. And I'll 
bet on American technology any time. 

Now, I knew there were those who had 
their doubts, but flying back from Iceland, I 
knew the American people would support 
firmness with the Soviet Union. So, I 
couldn’t come here today without thanking 
each of you for that support. 

To you students, I have to confess I’m not 
a linguist, but I was very proud of one little 
foray I made into the use of a foreign lan- 
guage while we were in Iceland. I spoke 
Russian. I said to General Secretary Gorba- 
chev, “Doveryay, no proveryay.” It means 
trust but verify. 

That may tell you we never could have 
come this far without the support of people 
like Jim Santini. I remember back in 1981 
when we needed ali the help we could get 
to cut your taxes and get this economic ex- 
pansion rolling. Jim was a Democrat back 
then, but despite threats from the liberal 
Democratic Party leadership, Jim Santini 
promised me his support. And Jim Santini is 
as good as his word. He came through with 
the votes. Just as over and over again, Jim 
Santini has come through for the great 
State of Nevada. 

It’s time we got some facts out about 
Jim’s opponent. I don’t think the seriously 
independent people of Nevada want as 
their Senator a tax-and-spend liberal who’s 
against a balanced budget amendment. And 
I don’t want anybody to think I’m taking 
this personally. But Jim’s opponent voted 
against me more often than Teddy Kenne- 
dy, and that’s saying something. 

Now, I know I couldn’t be speaking to a 
crowd like this without there being a 
number of Democrats and Independents 
present here in the audience. And I know 
these Democrats—and I’ve seen them all 
across the country—as hard-working, patri- 
otic people whose support I’ve relied on 
during these past 6 years. But to those 
Nevada Democrats: I used to be a Demo- 
crat myself, just like Jim. And I must tell 
you from my heart that Jim Santini repre- 
sents your views far better than the liberals 
who run the Democratic Party in Washing- 
ton—and, yes, right here in Nevada. So, I 
ask all Nevada Democrats whether just 
maybe they ought to join the Republican 
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Party as Jim and I did. I know it isn’t easy, 
but as Winston Churchill, that great British 
statesman—when he was in the Parliament, 
Churchill changed parties and was criti- 
cized and maligned for doing so. And 
Churchill summed it all up. He said, “Some 
men change principle for party, and others 
change party for principle.” And even if 
you can’t quite bring yourself to change 
parties, well, you can still send the liberals a 
message by voting for Jim Santini. 


I have to tell you a little experience I had 
that sort of fits what I’ve seen happen to 
the party that Jim and I once belonged to 
and why I know that there must be some 
Democrats here—because I’ve met them all 
across the country—who know that they’re 
out of step with the leadership. When I was 
that drum major, that I mentioned, in that 
band, we were taken to a little neighboring 
town to lead the Decoration Day parade. 
Well, the real leader, of course, was the 
marshal of the parade on a big white horse 
up in front. But we’re going down the 
street. I’m pumping the baton, the band is 
playing. And he gallops back down the line 
of parade to see if everything’s coming 
along all right. And pretty soon, I think the 
music is sounding fainter, and I sneaked a 
look over my shoulder. The man on the 
horse had gotten back just far enough to 
turn the band to the right, down an inter- 
section where the parade was to go, and I 
was marching up the street all by myself. 
[Laughter] And that’s an apt description of 
the Democratic Party. The membership of 
the party by the millions, long ago, has 
turned to the right, and they’re still the 
leadership marching down the street. 


You know, the eyes of America are on 
you and your great State. Will you choose 
the Democratic leaders, who in 1980 weak- 
ened our nation and nearly brought our 
economy to its knees, who raised your taxes 
and have announced their plans to do so 
again, who oppose our efforts to pursue a 
defense to protect us from attack by nucle- 
ar ballistic missiles? Or will you choose to 
give Jim and me a chance to finish the job? 

Now, just to be sure where you stand, I 
thought I’d conduct an informal poll. And I 
want you to speak up loudly and let all 
America hear. Do you want to go back to 
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the days of big spending, high taxes, and 
runaway inflation? 
Audience. No-o-o! 


The President. Do you want Ted Kenne- 
dy controlling the confirmation of Federal 
court judges? 


Audience. No-o-o! 


The President. Do you want to return to 
policies that gave us a weak and vacillating 
America? 

Audience. No-o-o! 


The President. That’s good to hear. 
[Laughter] Now, would you rather have, 
well, yes, would you rather have an Amer- 
ica that is strong and proud and free? 


Audience. Yes! 


The President. Do you want Jim Santini 
as your Senator from the great State of 
Nevada? [Applause] 


The President. You just made my day, 
and you didn’t hurt Jim Santini’s feelings at 
all. [Laughter] 

My name will never appear on a ballot 
again, but if you’d like to—— 

Audience. No-o-o! Boo-o-o! © 


The President. Now, wait a minute. If 
you'd like to vote for me one more time, you 
can do so by voting for Jim Santini. But 
important as this election will be to me, it'll 
be even more important to you, especially to 
you young people, for it’ll shape our nation’s 
future. Every poll shows that the age group 
18 to 24 gives us the highest percentage of 
people in support of what we’re doing. [Ap- 
plause] But now, wait just a second. Every 
poll also shows just as clearly that it’s that 
same age group that has the lowest voter 
turnout. 


Audience. Boo-o-o! 


The President. So, when you go out of 
here determined to vote, go out of here also 
ready to buttonhole your friends your own 
age and tell them to come to the polls with 
you and also cast their votes. 


You know, back at the beginning of 
World War II, as we entered that terrible 
war, General George C. Marshall, the Chief 
of Staff of the United States Army, was 
asked if we had a secret weapon and, if so, 


what it might be? And George Marshall 
said: “Yes, we do have a secret weapon. It’s 
just the best blankety-blank kids in the 
world.” Well, I think if George Marshall 
were here today he’d look at your genera- 
tion and say, yes, you are the best blankety- 
blank kids in the world. 


Before leaving, I’d just like to say that 
people my age deeply believe that it’s our 
duty to turn over to you young Americans 
the same freedom and opportunity that our 
parents and grandparents handed on to us. 
And those between my generation and 
yours who are here in this hall today—they 
share that same feeling and make that same 
pledge. There have been times in, over 
recent years, when things have slipped, as 
they did a few years ago, and when it didn’t 
seem as if we were going to turn over that 
kind of an America. But now it’s back in 
stride, and it is there. And we’re deter- 
mined that when it’s your turn that’s the 
kind of America that we’re going to hand to 
you. And when we look at you, when we 
see your openness, your enthusiasm for 
America and for life itself, it gives us heart. 


So, when you go to the polls, win one for 
Jim Santini, win one for your future and for 
America’s future—yes, and win one for the 
Gipper. 

Audience. Reagan! Reagan! Reagan! 


The President. Thank you very much. 
I've said thank you and God bless you, but 
I just have to add, if any of you’ve been 
wondering what does it feel like to hear 
you, I'll tell you: It’s a very humbling expe- 
rience, and I'll do my best to try to deserve 
all of it. 

Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:44 p.m. in the 
Lawlor Events Center Arena at the Universi- 
ty of Nevada. He was introduced by Mr. 
Santini. 

Following his remarks, the President met 
with major donors to the Nevada State Re- 
publican Party at the university. He then 
traveled to Spokane, WA. 


As printed above, fhe remarks follow the 
White House press re ’ 
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Continuing Appropriations for Fiscal 
Year 1987 





Statement by the President. 
October 30, 1986 





On October 17, 1986, I was presented by 
the Congress with an enrolled resolution 
designated HJ. Res. 738, a joint resolution 
making continuing appropriations for the 
fiscal year 1987, and for other purposes. I 
signed this measure into law on October 18, 
1986. I have since learned that HJ. Res. 
738 was not properly enrolled, in that a 
small number of paragraphs of text were 
omitted due to clerical error. 

The provisions I signed into law on Octo- 
ber 18 remain the law of the land. The 
Supreme Court has held that transmission 
errors of this sort do not in any way vitiate 
the legal effect of a President’s signature. 
Accordingly, that which was signed became 
law. 

HJ. Res. 738 has since been properly en- 
rolled and has been presented to me for 
signature. My signing of H.J. Res. 738 today 
will enable the provisions previously omit- 
ted to become law as well. 


Note: The bill will be assigned a public law 
number when it has been received by the 
Office of the Federal Register. 

The statement was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 31. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





October 27 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Secretary of Defense Caspar W. Wein- 

berger. 

The President declared that a major dis- 

aster exists in Alaska as a result of flooding. 
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October 30 

In the morning, the President met in his 
suite at the Broadmoor Hotel, in Colorado 
Springs, CO, with Jean Sutherland, whose 
husband had been kidnaped in Beirut, 
Lebanon, on June 9, 1985, to discuss efforts 
to secure a release of the American hos- 
tages. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Saturday, October 18, no nomina- 
tions were submitted during the period cov- 
ered by this issue. The first session of the 
100th Congress will convene on January 6, 
1987. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released October 23 ' 


Statement: 

Consumer Price Index, orders for manufac- 
tured goods, and personal income for Sep- 
tember—by Larry M. Speakes, Principal 
Deputy Press Secretary to the President 


Released October 24 ' 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a rally for Senator Don Nickles 
in Norman, OK 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a rally for Senator Paula Haw- 
kins and gubematorial candidate Robert 
Martinez in Tampa, FL 


Released October 27 


Fact sheet: 
Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 


1 These releases were not received in time 
for inclusion in last week’s issue. 





Checklist—Continued 
Released October 28 


Fact sheet: 
Veterans’ Benefits Improvement 
Health-Care Authorization Act of 1986 


and 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a rally for Senator Mack Mat- 
tingly in Columbus, GA 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a rally for Senator Jeremiah A. 
Denton in Birmingham, AL 


Advance text: 
Remarks at a rally for Senator James T. 
Broyhill in Charlotte, NC 


Released October 29 


Advance text: 
Remarks at Campaign ’86 rallies 


Advance text: 

Remarks at a rally for Richard McIntyre, 
candidate for the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives, in Evansville, IN 


Excerpts: 
Remarks at a rally for Senator James 
Abdnor in Rapid City, SD 


Released October 30 


Excerpts: 

Remarks at a rally for Representative Ken 
Kramer, candidate for the U.S. Senate, in 
Colorado Springs, CO 


Excerpts: 
Remarks at a rally for James Santini, candi- 
date for the U.S. Senate, in Reno, NV 


Statement: 
Housing sales and the merchandise trade 
deficit for September—by Larry M. 


Speakes, Principal Deputy Press Secretary 
to the President 
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Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved October 24} 


S. 1917 / Public Law 99-529 
Special Foreign Assistance Act of 1986 


Approved October 27 


H.R. 2826 / Public Law 99-530 

To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 
by designating a segment of the Horsepas- 
ture River in the State of North Carolina as 
a component of the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System 


S. 2370 / Public Law 99-531 

To authorize the Francis Scott Key Park 
Foundation, Inc. to erect a memorial in the 
District of Columbia 


SJ. Res. 308 / Public Law 99-532 

To designate March 25, 1987, as “Greek 
Independence Day: A National Day of 
Celebration of Greek and American De- 
mocracy” 


S.J. Res 232 / Public Law 99-533 

To designate October 6, 1986, through Oc- 
tober 10, 1986, as “National Social Studies 
Week” 


S.J. Res. 322 / Public Law 99-534 

To designate December 7, 1986, as “Nation- 
al Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day” on the 
occasion of the anniversary of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor 


SJ. Res. 339 / Public Law 99-535 

To designate the week of November 30, 
1986, through December 6, 1986, as “Na- 
tional Home Care Week” 


SJ. Res. 352 / Public Law 99-536 

To designate the week beginning October 
19, 1986, as “Gaucher’s Disease Awareness 
Week” 


1 This law was not received in time for 
inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 27—Continued 


SJ. Res. 407 / Public Law 99-537 
Designating November 12, 1986, as “Salute 
to School Volunteers Day” 


S.J. Res. 410 / Public Law 99-538 

To designate the period commencing Feb- 
ruary 9, 1987, and ending February 15, 
1987, as “National Burn Awareness Week” 


SJ. Res. 414 / Public Law 99-539 
To designate March 16, 1987, as “Freedom 
of Information Day” 


SJ. Res. 418 / Public Law 99-540 
To designate February 4, 1987, as “National 
Women in Sports Day” 


SJ. Res. 422 / Public Law 99-541 
Commemorating the 100th anniversary of 
the birth of the first Prime Minister of the 
State of Israel, David Ben-Gurion 


H.R. 1390 / Public Law 99-542 

To authorize additional long-term leases in 
the El Portal administrative site adjacent to 
Yosemite National Park, California, and for 
other purposes 


H.R. 2067 / Public Law 99-543 
Railroad Right-of-Way Conveyance Valida- 
tion Act of 1985 


H.R. 2722 / Public Law 99-544 

To amend title 13, United States Code, to 
eliminate the requirement relating to de- 
cennial censuses of drainage 


H.R. 2921 / Public Law 99-545 

To authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to 
issue permanent easements for water con- 
veyance systems in order to resolve title 
claims arising under Acts repealed by the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act 
of 1976, and for other purposes 


H.R. 3113 / Public Law 99-546 

To implement the Coordinated Operations 
Agreement, the Suisun Marsh Preservation 
Agreement, and to amend the Small Recla- 
mation Projects Act of 1965, as amended, 
and for other purposes 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 27—Continued 


H.R. 3168 / Public Law 99-547 
Consolidated Federal Funds _ Report 
Amendments of 1985 


H.R. 3352 / Public Law 99-548 
To transfer certain real property to the City 
of Mesquite, Nevada 


H.R. 3559 / Public Law 99-549 

To amend the Act establishing a Commis- 
sion on the Bicentennial of the Constitution 
of the United States to clarify the status of 
employees of the Commission, to raise the 
limits on private contributions, and for 
other purposes 


H.R. 3614 / Public Law 99-550 

To restrict the use of government vehicles 
for transportation of officers and employees 
of the Federal Government between their 
residences and places of employment, and 
for other purposes 


H.R. 4116 / Public Law 99-551 
Domestic Volunteer Service Act Amend- 
ments of 1986 


H.R. 4712 / Public Law 99-552 

To provide for the restoration of the fishery 
resources in the Klamath River Basin, and 
for other purposes 


H.R. 5056 / Public Law 99-553 

To permit registered public utility holding 
companies to own certain interests in quali- 
fying cogeneration facilities 


H.R. 5316 / Public Law 99-554 
Bankruptcy Judges, United States Trustees, 
and Family Farmer Bankruptcy Act of 1986 


H.R. 5496 / Public Law 99-555 
Georgia Wilderness Act of 1986 


H.R. 5626 / Public Law 99-556 
Federal Employees’ Retirement System 
Technical Corrections Act of 1986 


HJ. Res. 17 / Public Law 99-557 

To consent to an amendment enacted by 
the legislature of the State of Hawaii to the 
Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, 1920 





Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 27—Continued 


HJ. Res. 142 / Public Law 99-558 

To authorize the erection of a memorial on 
Federal land in the District of Columbia 
and its environs to honor the estimated five 
thousand courageous slaves and free black 
persons who served as soldiers and sailors or 
provided civilian assistance during the 
American Revolution and to honor the 
countless black men, women, and children 
who ran away from slavery or filed petitions 
with courts and legislatures seeking their 
freedom 


HJ. Res. 754 / Public Law 99-559 
Providing for furloughed employees com- 
pensation 


S. 1082 / Public Law 99-560 

Granting the consent of Congress to the 
Arkansas-Mississippi Great River Bridge 
Construction Compact 


S. 1352 / Public Law 99-561 
To enhance the carrying out. of fish and 
wildlife conservation and natural resource 
management programs on military reserva- 
tions, and for other purposes 


S. 1562 / Public Law 99-562 
False Claims Amendments Act of 1986 


S. 2129 / Public Law 99-563 
Risk Retention Amendments of 1986 


S. 2320 / Public Law 99-564 

To amend an Act to add certain lands on 
the Island of Hawaii to Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, and for other purposes 


S. 2506 / Public Law 99-565 
Great Basin National Park Act of 1986 


S. 2750 / Public Law 99-566 
Houlton Band of Maliseet Indians Supple- 
mentary Claims Settlement Act of 1986 


S. 2914 / Public Law 99-567 

To extend through fiscal year 1988 SBA 
Pilot programs under section 8 of the Small 
Business Act 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 27—Continued 


SJ. Res. 392 / Public Law 99-568 | 
To designate the month of December 1986 
as “Made in America Month” 


H.R. 4759 / Public Law 99-569 
Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 1987 


H.R. 5484 / Public Law 99-570 
Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 


S. 197 / Private Law 99-20 
For the relief of Elga Bouilliant-Linet 


S. 1895 / Private Law 99-21 

For the relief of Marlboro County General 
Hospital Charity, of Bennettsville, South 
Carolina 


Approved October 28 


H.R. 2032 / Public Law 99-571 
Government Securities Act of 1986 


H.R. 2205 / Public Law 99-572 

To authorize the erection of a memorial on 
Federal land in the District of Columbia 
and its environs to honor members of the 
Armed Forces of the United States who 
served in the Korean war 


H.R. 3578 / Public Law 99-573 
District of Columbia Judicial Efficiency and 
Improvement Act of 1986 


H.R. 4354 / Public Law 99-574 
National Bureau of Standards Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 1987 


H.R. 4873 / Public Law 99-575 

To authorize certain transfers affecting the 
Pueblo of Santa Ana in New Mexico, and 
for other purposes 


H.R. 5299 / Public Law 99-576 
Veterans’ Benefits Improvement 
Health-Care Authorization Act of 1986 


and 
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Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 28—Continued 


H.R. 5598 / Public Law 99-577 

To provide for the transfer of the Coast 
Guard cutter “Taney” to the city of Balti- 
more, Maryland, for use as a maritime 
museum and display 


S. 209 / Public Law 99-578 

To amend section 3718 of title 31, United 
States Code, to authorize contracts retain- 
ing private counsel to furnish legal services 
in the case of indebtedness owed the 
United States 


S. 475 / Public Law 99-579 
Truth in Mileage Act of 1986 


1500 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved October 28—Continued 


S.J. Res. 367 / Public Law 99-580 
To designate October 28, 1986, as “National 
Kidney Program Day” 





Editor’s Note 





The President addressed campaign rallies in 
Washington and Idaho on October 31, the 
closing date of this issue. He will campaign 
in California on November 1 and 3 and 
return to Washington, DC, on November 4. 
Releases and announcements issued by the 
Office of the Press Secretary, but not re- 
ceived in time for inclusion in this issue, 
will be printed next week. 
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